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DALLAS CITY COUNCIL

Tuesday, September 4, 2007
Council Chambers

The Dallas City Council met in regular session on Tuesday, September 4, 2007, at 7:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers of City Hall with Mayor Jim Fairchild presiding. 

ROLL CALL
Council members present were:  Councilor Brian Dalton, Councilor Warren Lamb, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Councilor Kevin Marshall, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor David Shein, and Councilor LaVonne Wilson.  Members excused:  Council President Ken Woods.

Also present were:  City Manager Roger Jordan, City Attorney Lane Shetterly, Police Chief Jim Harper, Community Development Director Jerry Wyatt, Public Works Director Fred Braun, Finance Director Marcia Baragary, Library Director Donna Zehner, and Recording Secretary Marsha Heeter.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
After hearing no corrections or additions, Mayor Fairchild declared the minutes of the August 20, 2007, Council meeting approved as printed.

REPORTS OR COMMENTS FROM COUNCIL MEMBERS
Mayor Fairchild indicated there were two items to be added to the agenda:  the Council appointment and a report from the City Attorney.

Mayor Fairchild noted that there is still a Council position open from Rich Slack’s resignation.

Councilor Warren Lamb said he thinks they need to fill the spot.  He added that he feels strongly about updating the process for filling a vacant seat and he would like to see work done on that.  Mayor Fairchild agreed.

Councilor Lamb moved to appoint Dave Voves for the vacant seat.  He noted that he has talked with Mr. Voves, who has the best interests of the City in mind.  The motion was duly seconded and CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY with Councilor Brian Dalton, Councilor Warren Lamb, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Councilor Kevin Marshall, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor David Shein, and Councilor LaVonne Wilson voting YES.

Councilor Lamb asked the Mayor to put together a letter of appreciation to Sue Rohde, John Stein, and Glen Scatterday for being interested in serving.  Mayor Fairchild agreed, and expressed appreciation to Ms. Rohde and Mr. Scatterday who were in the audience.  Councilor Wes Scroggin asked if the appointment was effective immediately.  Mayor Fairchild answered that Mr. Voves would be sworn in at the next meeting.  City Manager Roger Jordan advised that he could swear Mr. Voves in before the next meeting if the Council wanted him to.

Mayor Fairchild reminded the Council that they asked the City Attorney to do some research on a question.  City Attorney Lane Shetterly said he looks forward to working with the Council.  He handed out a memorandum explaining the City Charter vote requirements and the effect of abstaining.  He explained that it references the Charter provisions, the Oregon Revised Statutes, and Roberts Rules of Order, which are the rules under which the Council does business.  He noted that the quotation on the second page is from the Roberts Rules of Order web site.  Mayor Fairchild indicated that this is a report, and unless there was a quick question, they will use it for information at the moment.  He added that they could discuss it later.  Mr. Shetterly clarified that most action requires a majority vote of the whole Council, not just those present.

AUGUST BUILDING AND GROUNDS COMMITTEE REPORT

Councilor LaVonne Wilson reviewed the minutes of the August 27 Building and Grounds Committee meeting at which they discussed development and the proposed mural ordinance.  Mr. Jordan clarified that the presentation on the proposed mural ordinance will be given at the first meeting in October.  Mr. Shetterly reported that LUBA ruled on the appeal of the Urban Growth Boundary (UGB) Industrial expansion and affirmed the UGB expansion.  He indicated that the appellants have 30 days to appeal the LUBA decision to the Court of Appeals, and the decision was dated August 30.  Mr. Jordan noted that Mark Irick had written the brief that the County presented.  Councilor Wilson reviewed the code enforcement report, noting that the Blue Garden might come to the Council’s first meeting in October depending on the owner’s response to a demand letter.  

AUGUST PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE REPORT

Councilor Brian Dalton reported on the August 27 Public Works Committee meeting at which they discussed the Safe Routes to School program.  He indicated that there was a ribbon cutting ceremony last Friday at the Dallas City Park for the new playground equipment.  He reported that they also discussed expansion of the Park Trail system.  He reminded the Council that there will be an open house on the Park Trail system on September 6 in the Civic Center.  Councilor Dalton reported that the Levens Street bridge project is ahead of schedule by two weeks.  He added that work has begun on the Fir Villa Road project and the Jasper Street developer has applied for a grading permit.  Councilor Wilson remarked that the contractor on the Fir Villa project is working well with the people and they haven’t tied up traffic appreciably.  Councilor Dalton noted that the Public Works Department is very busy.  Councilor David Shein remarked that he visited with some of the mothers at the Park and heard very positive comments about the new play equipment.  He added that the bridge project is looking good.  Mr. Jordan pointed out that the contractor has an economic incentive to finish early, and hopes to be done by the first of October.  Mayor Fairchild noted that he has heard good comments about the bridge contractor.  

MAYOR’S JULY REPORT

Mayor Fairchild asked if there were any questions about his monthly report.  There were none.

QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE

Mayor Fairchild recognized Scouts from Troop 259 who attended the meeting as part of fulfilling their merit badge program.  He invited them to come back and to contact him if they wanted a tour of City Hall.

Felix Guiterrez, Charter Communications, reported that their project to improve services has started.  He indicated that they will start putting out door tags and other information regarding subdivision work.  He noted that they have had some outages and there are a few more planned as part of the process to upgrade services to Dallas.  Councilor Shein asked if the new system will support high speed.  Mr. Guiterrez said it would.  Mr. Jordan indicated that if anyone hears any complaints about Charter to pass the information on to his office so he can pass them on to Mr. Guiterrez.  

REPORTS OF SPECIAL COMMITTEES AND CITY OFFICERS
COUNCIL WORKSHOP TO DISCUSS CITY MANAGER INTERVIEW PROCESS

Mr. Jordan reminded the Council that they needed to schedule a workshop to discuss the city manager interview process and review applications on either Oct 23 or 24 and it could be during the day, afternoon, or evening.  He said it would probably take 2-2 1/2 hours.  After discussion, a Council workshop was set for 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. on Wednesday, October 24.

LIGHTING ORDINANCE

Mr. Jordan indicated that there was a staff report on lighting ordinances in the agenda packet.  Community Development Director Jerry Wyatt advised that he took readings on the property on Fir Villa.  He indicated that he looked at ordinances from other communities.  He said he has been working with the property owners, and hopes to have resolution for the issue, but if not, it will be back to the Council in October.  He then reviewed the proposed criteria, explaining that there is also information about security lights, which is what the City has been dealing with on Fir Villa.  Mr. Jordan indicated that there are two actions: developing standards for lights and the current issue.  He added that he has had two more complaints about lighting so it would be good to come up with standards for lighting.  Councilor Lamb asked if there were any foot candle measurements for the Class 1, 2, and 3 lights.  Mr. Wyatt answered that the information did not break that out.  Councilor Lamb noted that the existing ordinance talks about shielding so the light doesn’t shine on a neighbor.  Mayor Fairchild said we probably do need to adjust our ordinance.  Councilor Shein agreed that we need an objective standard. 

CONTRACT FOR OPERATION OF WASTEWATER TREATMENT FACILITY

Mr. Jordan presented the contract with OMI for operation of the Wastewater Treatment Facility.  He recommended that the Council ratify it.  He explained that the City received only one proposal, because the other company operating in Oregon chose not to submit a proposal.  Mr. Jordan noted that the proposal meets all the requirements.  He introduced Gary Young, who was representing OMI.  Councilor Jackie Lawson asked if they would be laying any staff off.  Mr. Jordan answered that as part of the contract, there are two staff members who will be offered jobs by OMI.  Councilor Lawson asked if they would be losing any benefits like retirement.  Mr. Jordan answered that OMI has a different retirement system, but the employee will have similar benefits to what they have with the City.  

Councilor Dalton moved to ratify the contract with OMI.  The motion was duly seconded.  Councilor Wes Scroggin asked about the length of the agreement.  Mr. Jordan answered that it is 2.75 years, since it is a 3-year contract but we are already part way through this year.  He noted that many cities enter into 10-year contracts.  Councilor Lamb remarked that he feels this is a reputable company, but things do happen, and he wonder if our staff would be able to pick up the pieces if something happens two years from now.  He also asked if the City will have staff overseeing what is happening.  Mr. Jordan answered that the City could operate the system again if necessary.  Public Works Director Fred Braun commented that OMI is not the only firm out there, and the City could get another firm to come in.  Mr. Jordan noted that with the certifications required, in a small system there can be staff shortages, but OMI can move people around to fill in because they have more qualified employees.  Councilor Shein remarked that he thinks it is a good proposal.  He asked whether the Council will still get the same detail in the monthly reports.  Mr. Jordan said it would.  Councilor Wes Scroggin asked if the Wastewater Treatment Facility would still be under Mr. Braun’s supervision.  Mr. Jordan said it would.  The motion CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY with Councilor Brian Dalton, Councilor Warren Lamb, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Councilor Kevin Marshall, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor David Shein, and Councilor LaVonne Wilson voting YES.  

Mr. Jordan reported that the City has been working with the employees, and in light of the transition, he recommended that the Council provide 90 days severance to the people in transition, which would compensate them for the transitional period.

Councilor Shein moved to provide 90 days severance to the employees in transition.  The motion was duly seconded.  Councilor Scroggin asked their length of service with the City.  Mr. Braun answered that one has five years, and one has six years.  Councilor Lawson asked if they are happy about the move.  Mr. Jordan answered that he thinks they are accepting the change.  He added that they knew about the meeting tonight and could have been here.  The motion CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY with Councilor Brian Dalton, Councilor Warren Lamb, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Councilor Kevin Marshall, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor David Shein, and Councilor LaVonne Wilson voting YES.

PARKING ALONG FIR VILLA

Mr. Jordan presented a proposal for on street parking on Fir Villa.  He explained that Fir Villa will be like Miller, with parking on one side.  He added that Fir Villa will have a 14 foot travel lane on the east, a 12 foot travel lane, and parking on the west side.  Mr. Braun noted that there won’t be parking on either side as Fir Villa nears Ellendale, nor within 25 feet of side streets.  Mr. Jordan added that this action will require a resolution for no parking on the east side.

Councilor Shein moved to authorize the staff to stripe Fir Villa as identified and to direct preparation of a resolution for no parking.  The motion was duly seconded.  Mr. Jordan noted that maps were handed out prior to the meeting because they would be hard to read on the computer.  In response to a question, Mr. Braun indicated that Fir Villa is a major collector, and Ellendale and Kings Valley Highway are arterials.  Councilor Kevin Marshall asked about installing a signal at Ellendale.  Mr. Jordan answered that a signal there is low on the State’s list, but the City could help move it up by providing funds.  He added that the intersection does already meet State warrants for a signal.  Councilor Wilson said she would encourage looking at that because it is one of the main entrances to the City.  She added that she thinks it needs to get done as soon as possible.  Councilor Shein asked how much money would be needed.  Mr. Braun answered that because of the need to widen the state highway at the intersection it would cost $600,000 to $700,000.  Mr. Jordan said the City could probably move it up by funding half the project.  The motion CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY with Councilor Brian Dalton, Councilor Warren Lamb, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Councilor Kevin Marshall, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor David Shein, and Councilor LaVonne Wilson voting YES.

LEVENS STREET SPEED TABLE

Mr. Jordan advised that the plans for the Levens Street bridge did include a speed table on Levens Street, but the Council didn’t discuss it.  He explained that he decided to remove it from the project so the Council could discuss the need for traffic calming devices, because they would need to discuss it with the trucking industry as to how it would impact them.  He said the Council will discuss this at a later time.

HISTORIC DISTRICT PROPERTY WITHDRAWAL FEE

Mr. Jordan recommended having a resolution prepared to establish a fee of $100 for an application to withdraw a property from the historic district.  Councilor Scroggin asked what has to be done to do that.  Mr. Jordan answered that they would have to hold a hearing, like a variance, and there would have to be unusual circumstances for the City to not protect historical property.  He said it would also require a period of time to allow someone else to purchase the property to save it.  Councilor Scroggin asked if we charge a fee to put a property on the list.  Mr. Jordan answered that the properties were originally added when the City did a Comprehensive Plan review.  He suggested having the same fee for adding a property to the historic district.  Councilor Lawson confirmed that there would be no retroactive fees for those already on the list.

Councilor Scroggin moved to have a resolution prepared to adopt a fee for putting property on or taking it off the historic district list.  Councilor Lawson commented that she probably should abstain since she owns one of the properties.  The motion was duly seconded.  Mayor Fairchild noted that the resolution wouldn’t affect Councilor Lawson monetarily.  Mr. Shetterly said he would let her know her status for voting on the resolution.  The motion CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY with Councilor Brian Dalton, Councilor Warren Lamb, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Councilor Kevin Marshall, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor David Shein, and Councilor LaVonne Wilson voting YES.

MONTHLY REPORTS

There were no questions about the monthly Department reports.

REMINDER OF UPCOMING EVENTS

Mr. Jordan reminded the Council about the park trail open house Thursday, September 6 from 5:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m., with a program at 6:15 p.m.  Councilor Scroggin noted that there was no date on the letter and he wondered when they were sent out.  Mr. Jordan answered that they were sent out last week.  Councilor Scroggin indicated that one person said a week wasn’t enough time.  Mr. Jordan said the City could try to allow two weeks, but sending notice out too early is not good either.  He noted that they will not be approving the trail at this meeting, just talking to them about the process.  

Mr. Jordan asked them to notify his office if they are planning on going on the Public Works tour on September 13 from 2 p.m. to 4 pm.  He said they should meet at City Hall, and will car pool.  He added that they will go to both the Water Treatment Plant and Wastewater Treatment Facility.  

Councilor Scroggin asked about our water supply.  Mr. Braun answered that the reservoir elevation is about 54 feet, which is only 7 feet below the spillway.  He said we have more than adequate water.  

OTHER BUSINESS
Mayor Fairchild recessed the meeting at 8:43 p.m. and announced that there would be an Executive Session to discuss real property transactions as authorized in ORS 192.660(2)(e). 

Mayor Fairchild reconvened the Council in regular session at 9:06 p.m.

Councilor Marshall moved to purchase property for the trail system from the owner of the Article Circle for $140,000.  The motion was duly seconded and CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY with Councilor Brian Dalton, Councilor Warren Lamb, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Councilor Kevin Marshall, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor David Shein, and Councilor LaVonne Wilson voting YES.

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 9:07 p.m.

Read and approved this _______ day of _________________________ 2007.

___/s/ Jim Fairchild______________________

                                      Mayor

ATTEST:

______/s/ Roger Jordan___________________________


City Manager
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