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MINUTES - DRAFT
Members Present:   
Chair Nancy Adams, Bob Brannigan, Mayor Brian Dalton, Jim Fairchild, Kelly Gabliks, Ken Jacroux, Jackie Lawson, Chelsea Metcalfe, Peggy Mehl, David Parrett, Nancie Rogers, and LaVonne Wilson
Members Absent:
Jim Fowler, Doris Johnston, Glen Miller, Craig Pope
Others Present:
A. J. Foscoli, Dennis Engle, Gage Martin, Greg Ellis, Jim Williams, Mitchell Gee, James LaBar
Staff present:  
City Manager Ron Foggin, Community Development Director Jason Locke, Planner Suzanne Dufner, and Recording Secretary Margie Pearce
CALL TO ORDER

Chair Nancy Adams called the meeting to order at 12 p.m. and introduced James LaBar, the Mid-Willamette Valley Regional Solutions Coordinator for the Office of the Governor.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
The minutes of the November 19, 2015, Economic Development Commission meeting were accepted as presented.
COMMERCIAL DEVELOPMENT

Suzanne Dufner stated that there were three businesses moving into the old Foster’s Furniture building on Mill St. downtown:

1. Dallas Ballet and Dance Studio
2. Floral Shop

3. Parkside Self Defense 
Living Hope City Church will be expanding into the vacant space next to the Fox Theater for church services. Ms. Dufner provided an updated vacant commercial properties listing. Mr. Locke stated that a vacant industrial properties listing was being prepared.

Chelsea Metcalfe reported the Dallas Area Chamber of Commerce was taking nominations for their Community Awards Ceremony. She stated Brian Green from the Dallas School District would be the guest speaker for the monthly Chamber Luncheon. His topic would be on the National Career Readiness Certificate program at the High School.
URBAN RENEWAL DISTRICT 
Jason Locke reported the Urban Renewal District Advisory Committee has decided on Jefferson Street for 2016 projects. 
INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT

Mr. Locke stated that Greg Ellis has been working with American Gas and Technology, the new owners of the TTM building. He also stated he has been in contact with the agency listing the Praegitzer Trust property surrounding the TTM building to see how the City can help.

BUSINESS RECRUITMENT SUB-COMMITTEE

Bob Brannigan reported that Greg Ellis from the City and Gage Martin from the Chamber were working together on what a City of Dallas Business Registry might look like.
DALLAS SCHOOL DISTRICT
Dennis Engle reported on the CTE Visioning process/program.
DALLAS RETIREMENT VILLAGE
David Parrett announced that the expansion project is on time and on budget.
SEDCOR
AJ Foscoli reported that they will be hosting a Polk County Job Fair on March 23 @ Central High School.
SENATOR BOQUIST’S OFFICE
Jim Williams reported on HB #1565 and how it will affect small business owners in rural areas of the state.
PRESENTATION – 
Mitch Gee, Business Oregon, presented an overview of their multi-year project “Strategic Initiative: Grow Your Own”. Their focus is on traded sector companies that occur primarily in industrial areas in Oregon. The first year was all about data collecting and the upcoming year will be to build on the data.
The meeting adjourned at 1:10 pm.
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