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DALLAS CITY COUNCIL

Monday, January 7, 2008

Council Chambers

The Dallas City Council met in regular session on Monday, January 7, 2008, at 7:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers of City Hall with Mayor Fairchild presiding. 

ROLL CALL
Council members present were:  Council President Ken Woods, Jr., Councilor Brian Dalton, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Councilor Kevin Marshall, Councilor David Shein, Councilor Dave Voves, and Councilor LaVonne Wilson.  Excused were: Councilor Warren Lamb and Councilor Wes Scroggin.

Also present were:  City Manager Jerry Wyatt, City Attorney Lane Shetterly, Assistant City Manager Kim Marr, Police Chief Jim Harper, Fire Chief Bill Hahn, Public Works Director Fred Braun, Library Director Donna Zehner, Finance Director Marcia Baragary, Building Official Ted Cuno, Planner John Swanson and Recording Secretary Laurie Roberts.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Councilor Shein asked for clarification of the wording of Councilor Scroggin's statement starting on page 2, line 35.  Mayor Fairchild amended the sentence to read correctly.  Councilor Shein corrected the name spelling of Arlie Holt on page 4, line 11. Councilor Shein questioned if there was a date set for the hearing on the Comprehensive Plan amendment on page 3, line 15 and if it was on the current agenda.   Mayor Fairchild answered that it is not on the current agenda.  City Manager Wyatt stated it would be presented at the January 22, 2008 meeting.

There being no further changes or questions, Mayor Fairchild declared the minutes of the December 17, 2007 Council meeting approved as corrected.

REPORTS OR COMMENTS FROM COUNCIL MEMBERS
mayor’s december monthly Report

There were no questions regarding the Mayor's report.
council president’s december monthly Report

There were no questions regarding the President's report.
council appointments and reappointments

Mayor Fairchild explained that Kristine Blanchard had moved out of the city limits resulting in an opening in the Budget Committee, and he has several applications to consider and would accept more.  Mayor Fairchild stated he would have appointments for the Budget Committee in place for next month.

Mayor Fairchild reported that Rees Linn, Christopher Castelli, and Sue Rohde were interested in being re-appointed to the Parks and Recreation Board. Councilor Lawson asked that if Mrs. Rohde was to be the Historian should she also serve on the Parks and Recreation Board.  Mayor Fairchild stated it would take awhile to develop the Historian position and it may need an ordinance and job description, so at this time there is nothing that prevents her from continuing on the Board as a representative for the Arboretum.

Mayor Fairchild stated that Scott McLeod and Chuck Lerwick indicated they are interested in reappointment to the Planning Commission.   

Council President Ken Woods made a motion to appoint Rees Linn, Christopher Castelli and Sue Rohde to the Parks and Recreation Board and Scott McLeod and Chuck Lerwick to the Planning Commission.  The motion was duly seconded and CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY with Council President Ken Woods, Jr., Councilor Brian Dalton, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Councilor Kevin Marshall, Councilor David Shein, Councilor Dave Voves and Councilor LaVonne Wilson voting YES.  

mayor’s appointment of council standing committees

Mayor Fairchild reviewed the Council Committee assignments, which are as follows:

Administrative Committee:  Chair Kevin Marshall, Brian Dalton, David Shein, LaVonne Wilson, Ken Woods, Jr.

Building & Grounds Committee:  Chair Warren Lamb, Jackie Lawson, David Voves, Wes Scroggin.

Public Safety Committee:  Chair David Shein, Brian Dalton, Kevin Marshall, LaVonne Wilson, Ken Woods, Jr.

Public Works Committee:  Chair Jackie Lawson, Warren Lamb, David Voves, Wes Scroggin.

OTHER

Councilor Dalton reported that the Fire Department was very helpful in installing and taking down the Christmas lights.  Mayor Fairchild also thanked the Chamber of Commerce for their assistance, and stated the decorations this year looked good and were in good working order.  Councilor Dalton stated Bill White from Pacific Power also donated his assistance, and Mayor Fairchild stated he would send a thank you letter.

QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE

There were no comments or questions from the audience.

Mayor Fairchild announced the agenda order and moved to the public hearing at 7:46 p.m.  

PUBLIC HEARINGS

PUBLIC HEARING – SIGN CODE REVISIONS TO ADD MURALS

Mayor Fairchild declared the public hearing on the Sign Code Revisions open at 7:46 p.m.  He called for the staff report.   John Swanson gave a staff report explaining how the process started in 2006 with the Urban Renewal Advisory Committee review and the use of murals as a potential project for downtown streetscape.  A mural idea was presented for the UGO’s Pizza building but was not accepted at that time as no procedures were in place.  In January 2007, the Urban Renewal Advisory Committee was given a presentation by the City Manager addressing the sign code, art versus advertising, and staff recommendations.   In March 2007, Sign Code revisions were done and reviewed by the Building and Grounds Committee.  Presently, there is a draft ordinance that includes consideration for some advertising elements, the requirement for review by the Commercial Development Committee, how fees are assessed, and how mural maintenance requirements would be enforced.  

Councilor Marshall asked if the installers could take down their mural at any time.  Mr. Swanson explained they could, and clarified the permit fees cover processing the installation permit for approval.  He added that provisions would remain with any ownership change but any advertising related to a business change would have to be updated, which is a current sign code requirement.  Councilor Shein asked who would determine when deterioration would need to be addressed.  Mr. Swanson explained that the staff and the Commercial Development Team would handle that, and it would go to Council upon appeal only.  Councilor Woods asked about removal of outdated activities or themes in a mural that is no longer present in the community.  City Manager Wyatt explained that if it is not a nuisance or deteriorating, it could continue to exist.  Councilor Voves asked about the initial approval process.  Mr. Swanson explained approval is done through an application to the staff and then reviewed through the Commercial Development Team, which is a sub-committee to the Economic Development Commission.  Councilor Voves asked what the $75 fee is for.  Councilor Dalton explained that the Committee process included hiring an architectural firm to review the design and materials, longevity, etc.  City Manager Wyatt explained that the permit fee is actually a sign permit fee and pays for the administration cost.  Mr. Swanson explained sign permit fees and that they are to cover staff expense for processing the sign permits.

Testimony:  There was no public comment so Mayor Fairchild closed the public hearing at 7:58 p.m. 

Councilor Wilson moved to direct the City Attorney to prepare an Ordinance as presented and bring it back for a first reading.  The motion was seconded. After clarification, Councilor Voves commented that he does not agree with charging a fee for murals that don't include advertising.  He moved to amend the motion deleting the fee provision unless the mural includes advertising. The motion was seconded.  Councilor Woods asked if the exclusion was for all advertising and all activities.  Councilor Voves stated he intended it for commercial advertising because if someone wants to take the time and expense to install a mural they should not be charged.  Discussion was held regarding further clarification about advertising in murals and advertising in general.  Attorney Shetterly advised he would prefer to review the commercial versus non-commercial speech before bringing the Ordinance back to the Council.  The motion to amend the Ordinance CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.  The original motion as amended CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY with Council President Ken Woods, Jr., Councilor Brian Dalton, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Councilor Kevin Marshall, Councilor David Shein, Councilor Dave Voves and Councilor LaVonne Wilson voting YES.  
REPORTS OF SPECIAL COMMITTEES AND CITY OFFICERS
CITY ATTORNEY’S UPDATE ON CONFLICTS OF INTEREST

Attorney Shetterly gave a report on the definition of relative as defined in SB10.  Councilor Woods asked if it included grandchildren.  Attorney Shetterly stated they are included only if they are living with you.

COUNCIL WORKSHOP

City Manager Wyatt requested a Council workshop to review current Council goals, give department reports, structure a citizen survey, review projects, prepare for goals sessions, review upcoming bond measures, create a vision for 2008-09, and to schedule budget sessions.  He stated he would appreciate the opportunity to get together in a less formal setting.  After discussion, Mayor Fairchild announced the workshop would be held on February 6, 2008, at 5:30 – 8:30 p.m. and would include dinner.  

SENIOR CENTER – FORD INSTITUTE GRANT

City Manager Wyatt advised that application for a grant of just under $5,000 from the Ford Foundation has been made to use for the Senior Center fund raising, sustainability and business plan.  He added he expects to hear from them soon.  In response to a question, he explained the business plan would open the door for more funding.

DEPARTMENT MONTHLY REPORTS FOR NOVEMBER

There were no questions or comments regarding the reports.

OTHER

COMMUNICATIONS AND PETITIONS

INVITATION TO THE COG ANNUAL MEETING 

Mayor Fairchild invited the Councilors to the annual COG dinner.  He explained that spouses are welcome but the Councilors would need to pay for their spouse's dinner.  He asked that registration requests be given to the staff by the end of the week.

FEMA BRIEFING

City Manager Wyatt announced there would be a FEMA briefing on Tuesday, January 8th at 2:00 p.m. in the Civic Center.  He explained the purpose of the FEMA meeting, which was mainly to go over the process for filing claims.  He confirmed that the staff has already given FEMA the City’s information and is now completing the required application.  In response to a question, he confirmed the general public can attend the briefing but it is intended for municipalities.  

RESOLUTIONS

Resolution No. 3142:  A Resolution establishing criteria and procedures for the distribution of transient lodging taxes collected under Ordinance No. 1681 (Dallas City Code 7.870 through 9.924.)

Mayor Fairchild stated there have been many questions and suggested that the Resolution be withdrawn at this time to allow a four-person panel, including Chelsea Pope, Marcia Baragary, Lane Shetterly and Jerry Wyatt, to review the Resolution and resolve current concerns.  He stated that there is time to work on the Resolution even if the second reading of the Ordinance passes.   Chelsea Pope, Chamber of Commerce and Visitor Center, explained they have concerns with the “application” because they understood it would be a contract.  Mayor Fairchild stated that is why the Resolution needs to be clarified.  Councilor Voves clarified the four individuals are to go back through the Resolution, and then take it to the Administrative Committee which would forward the reviewed Resolution back to the Council.  Mayor Fairchild agreed and declared Resolution No. 3142 withdrawn for further review and then it would be brought back to the Council. 

Resolution No. 3143:  A Resolution designating the Rickreall Creek Trail System a city park.

A roll call vote was taken and Mayor Fairchild declared Resolution No. 3143 to have PASSED BY A UNANIMOUS VOTE with Council President Ken Woods, Jr., Councilor Brian Dalton, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Councilor Kevin Marshall, Councilor David Shein, Councilor Dave Voves and Councilor LaVonne Wilson voting YES.

Resolution No. 3144:  A Resolution establishing one-way travel on alleys between SW Mill Street and SW Washington Street. 

A roll call vote was taken and Mayor Fairchild declared Resolution No. 3144 to have PASSED BY A UNANIMOUS VOTE with Council President Ken Woods, Jr., Councilor Brian Dalton, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Councilor Kevin Marshall, Councilor David Shein, Councilor Dave Voves and Councilor LaVonne Wilson voting YES.

SECOND READING OF ORDINANCE

Ordinance No. 1681

An Ordinance amending Chapter 7 of the Dallas City Code by adding new provisions thereto establishing a transient lodging tax.

Attorney Shetterly confirmed that the dates were revised and the Ordinance is correct as presented.

Mayor Fairchild declared Ordinance No. 1681 to have passed its second reading.  A Roll Call vote was taken and Mayor Fairchild declared Ordinance No. 1681 to have PASSED BY A UNANIMOUS VOTE with Council President Ken Woods, Jr., Councilor Brian Dalton, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Councilor Kevin Marshall, Councilor David Shein, Councilor Dave Voves and Councilor LaVonne Wilson voting YES.  

Ordinance 1682

An Ordinance amending city park regulations.

Councilor Shein confirmed the Ordinance is for enforcement.  Attorney Shetterly stated it is and that it also includes the Rickreall Creek Trail.

Mayor Fairchild declared Ordinance No. 1681 to have passed its second reading.  A Roll Call vote was taken and Mayor Fairchild declared Ordinance No. 1681 to have PASSED BY A UNANIMOUS VOTE with Council President Ken Woods, Jr., Councilor Brian Dalton, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Councilor Kevin Marshall, Councilor David Shein, Councilor Dave Voves and Councilor LaVonne Wilson voting YES.  

OTHER BUSINESS

Fire Chief Hahn invited the Council to the annual Fire Department’s Sweetheart Banquet and suggested the date be placed on their calendars.  
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 8:37 p.m.

Read and approved this _______ day of _________________________ 2008.
















_______________________________________

                                     Mayor

ATTEST:

_________________________________________


City Manager

