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DALLAS CITY COUNCIL

Monday, February 19, 2008

Council Chambers

The Dallas City Council met in regular session on Tuesday, February 19, 2008, at 7:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers of City Hall with Mayor Fairchild presiding. 

ROLL CALL
Council members present were:  Council President Ken Woods, Jr., Councilor Brian Dalton, Councilor Warren Lamb, Councilor Kevin Marshall, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor David Shein, and Councilor LaVonne Wilson.  Excused: Councilor Dave Voves and Councilor Jackie Lawson.

Also present were:  City Manager Jerry Wyatt, Attorney Teresa Ozias, Assistant City Manager Kim Marr, Police Chief Jim Harper, Fire Chief Bill Hahn, Public Works Director Fred Braun, Library Director Donna Zehner, Finance Director Marcia Baragary, Building Official Ted Cuno, Commercial Manager/Planner John Swanson and Deputy City Recorder Laurie Roberts.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Councilor Dalton commented that on page 3, lines 1 and 2 of the February 4, 2008 minutes, there was a far ranging and important discussion in which he recalls the auditor stated he was uncomfortable with 20% and he preferred around 30%.  Councilor Dalton asked that the minutes be expanded to include more of the discussion as he felt that it was substantial information, and include the $2 million dollar figure.  Councilor Shein stated that was also his recollection and the figures were bare minimum.  Mayor Fairchild stated that was an opinion and he also recalls the preferred amount as 30%.  He advised that the tape would be reviewed and the consensus was to present the expanded minutes at the next council meeting.
REPORTS OR COMMENTS FROM COUNCIL MEMBERS

COUNCIL PRESIDENT’S JANUARY MONTHLY REPORT

There were no questions about the President’s report.

Councilor Scroggin stated that Fir Villa is a real nice road and advised that there is a new speed limit going north but not one going south.  Due to faster traffic on the nice road, he requested that a speed limit sign be installed southbound close to E. Ellendale Avenue.  
Councilor Wilson asked if there would be a CARTS stop sign installed on SE Fir Villa Road.  City Manager Wyatt confirmed that there would be a CARTS sign installed in about 6-8 weeks when the new shelters are installed.  
City Manager Wyatt advised that there is an ODOT speed study being done.  Councilor Scroggin asked how long the study would take and requested that a 40 mph sign be installed going south as soon as possible and could be changed after the study is completed. 
Councilor Dalton advised that on February 27th at 5:30 p.m. there would be an Urban Renewal Development Advisory Meeting to discuss proposals from two design firms, with a recommendation to the Urban Renewal Board; and he stated they would like citizen participation.  Councilor Woods stated that he and a few others were present at the presentations and was not available on the 27th so he requested the date be changed.  After discussion, City Manager Wyatt advised other dates would be considered.  Mr. Swanson advised that he would make sure that Councilor Woods was available.  After several Council requests, Mayor Fairchild advised that Council would be notified of the new date and time.
QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE

There were none.

REPORTS OF SPECIAL COMMITTEES AND CITY OFFICER
APPOINTMENT OF NEW BUDGET COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Mayor Fairchild explained that the number of Budget Committee citizens and Council members must be equal, and more citizens are allowed if wanted.  He stated there were three applications received and all are qualified with budget experience.  His recommendation is to appoint all three in addition to the re-appointment of the other three.  Mayor Fairchild then recommended re-appointment of James Brown, Glen Scatterday and Lisa Koloen to the Budget Committee for 3-year terms ending 1/1/11.  He recommended appointment of Joanne Moss to a 2-year term ending 1/1/10; Lynn Hurt to fill the vacancy of Kristine Blanchard’s term expiring 1/1/10, and Pete Christensen to fill Dave Voves’ term expiring 1/1/09. Council President Ken Woods, Jr. made a motion to accept the recommendations as presented.  The motion was seconded.  The motion CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY with Council President Ken Woods, Jr., Councilor Brian Dalton, Councilor Warren Lamb, Councilor Kevin Marshall, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor David Shein, and Councilor LaVonne Wilson voting YES.  

DEPARTMENT ANNUAL REPORTS
Public Works Report
Public Works Director Fred Braun presented the Public Works report stating the report is self-explanatory. He identified that contracting out the operation of the wastewater treatment plant to OMI was feasible and completed last year, and the goals for the year are to balance the budget.  Councilor Dalton asked about weed violations being down by half from last year.  Director Braun explained many vacant lots have been developed.  Councilor Lamb asked about the completion of the Levens Street Bridge.  Director Braun said that lights are being done and turned on this week; the plaques will be installed as soon as they are received; and, the landscaping is to be completed soon.  Councilor Shein asked about timers for the lights.  Director Braun advised they are on photocells.  Councilor Woods asked about the rough deck.  Director Braun explained it met the standards and an overlay could be done, and he will have the staff do profiles.  Discussion was held about the feasibility of doing more work.  City Manager Wyatt noted the northbound lane is rougher.  Councilor Wilson asked about water conservation.  Director Braun advised that will be discussed at the next Public Works Committee meeting.  Councilor Dalton asked about the ASR.  Director Braun stated it is about 30% better than last year, and stated more testing is needed before the next well is installed.

Building Department Report/ Community Development
Building Official Ted Cuno drew attention to page 15 of the report and stated the housing construction trend is down.  He reviewed the number of permits and inspections, and stated that 2007 was much like 2003 for comparison purposes.  Councilor Dalton asked about projections for 2008.  Mr. Cuno advised that these figures are calendar based and predicts that there will be a 10%  increase due to increased lot availability and completion of several pending projects.  

Library Department Report 
Library Director Donna Zehner stated bound copies are available, and gave a report on how the numbers compare with other libraries.  Councilor Scroggin asked about time limitations on the computers users.  Director Zehner explained that there is one 15-minute express computer and four 45-minute regular terminals that stay fairly busy.  She noted the volunteers program is healthy and active, and there was a study on libraries and their importance to the community.

Fire/Ambulance Department Report 
Fire Chief Bill Hahn presented the Fire and Ambulance department reports.  He explained how West Valley no longer being designated as a hospital increases trips.  He reviewed staffing and transports, and the Fire Med program.  Councilor Marshall asked about the Corvallis transports.  Chief Hahn advised there are transports to four hospitals: Salem, McMinnville, West Valley and Corvallis.  Councilor Lamb asked about the status of West Valley.  Chief Hahn advised it is now only urgent care with no overnight stays.

Police Department Report
Police Chief Jim Harper stated Oregon Uniformed Crime Reports (OUCR) comes out at the end of March or the first of April so the one page summary is just an overview, and he handed out a code enforcement report.   He gave a report on structure, chain of command, trends and employment at the last workshop, and explained the graph showing the trends with activities and calls on the rise.  Chief Harper explained that as a county seat, whenever there is a problem dealing with mental health or with parole and probation, calls are handled by the Dallas Police Department.  Chief Harper gave examples of unique calls that the general public would not be aware of that have occurred in the last 30 days to identify the amount of time that is spent on them.  Councilor Dalton asked about cybercrime and where they are accounted for.  Chief Harper advised they are very time consuming including identity theft and fraud.  Councilor Scroggin asked about meth use and the impact on the department.  Chief Harper advised the supply lines have changed and there has not been a lab found in Dallas for a long time.  Councilor Scroggin asked if the County always has rooms in the jail.  Chief Harper stated yes, they are not at capacity and the City is allowed to use as many rooms as we want and are available.   Councilor Dalton asked about car thieves and incarceration.  

City Manager Wyatt explained the purpose of the annual reports and how the departments use them.  He advised he is going to take information out of each annual report to prepare a consolidated year-end review, and both the department reports and the consolidated report will be put on the website with the consolidated report also available to handout.

CITIZEN SURVEY UPDATE

City Manager Wyatt advised that NW Survey and Data Services will be doing the survey and handed out a survey packet and explained the questions.  He advised that the calls will take approximately 10-12 minutes and a sampling of 400 people is required.  The staff questions will be modified by NW Survey and Data Services.  He explained the questions regarding the bond measures.  Councilor Woods requested adding a question about the website.  Councilor Dalton asked about a work session.  City Manager Wyatt stated there would not be a work session.  Assistant City Manager Marr explained the process in which we give the survey company general questions and they format the survey accordingly.  Councilor Dalton asked for the packet handout to be emailed to Council.  Mayor Fairchild explained we are not trying to push in any direction and are trying to see how citizens feel.  Councilor Shein stated these are professionals and we just tell them what we want to know.  Councilor Scroggin asked about the question regarding the tax base.  City Manager Wyatt led discussion about the question about a tax base.  Councilor Scroggin commented that we don’t want to ask a question if we are not going to make a decision using it.  Councilor Dalton used the general question about the sewer services, and it either works or it doesn’t.  City Manager Wyatt explained the purpose of the question further.  Councilor Woods asked about the recreation services question being too vague.  Councilor Scroggin asked about the trail system, and if the company does any demographics.  City Manager Wyatt stated they do and open with a series of questions to get their demographics.  Councilor Marshall asked where the list comes from and is it objective.  City Manager Wyatt stated they have their own database that pollers use.  City Manager Wyatt stated that the final questions will be presented to the Council prior to going out.

BILLS OF THE CITY FOR THE MONTH OF JANUARY

Councilor Scroggin asked about payment #84265 for $294,000.  Public Works Director Braun explained it was for earth moving and piping for the new tank, which included work at Clay Street, and confirmed it was a bid awarded in October 2007.
OTHER 

City Manager Wyatt included a handout on the work session draft agenda for March 5, 2008, at 5:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers.  He stated it includes the 2008 goals and outcome and 2008-09 suggested categories.  He asked that any input from Council be sent to him.

PUBLIC HEARINGS

COMMUNICATIONS AND PETITIONS

STUDENT LETTER – CONSIDERATION OF BOYS AND GIRLS CLUB

City Manager Wyatt advised there was a letter received from a LaCreole student that won second place in a contest and he wanted Council to be aware of it.  Mayor Fairchild received a copy and stated he appreciates the input as an area we can look at.  Councilor Shein asked how much of the suggestion overlaps what Kid’s, Inc. offers.   City Manager Wyatt explained that Kid’s, Inc.  does various sports and it’s a recreational program.  He advised that The Boys & Girls Club is mainly recreational and after school programs, and confirmed that Kid’s, Inc. would be willing to work with them and opportunities they offer.  Kid’s, Inc. is all volunteer based and the number of kids and population has grown so they would welcome alternatives for the future.

Mayor Fairchild noted he or the staff would reply back to the student.

RESOLUTIONS

Resolution No. 3146:  A Resolution establishing the Designation of Parking Stalls on SE Court Street in front of Dallas City Hall.

City Manager Wyatt explained that this item went to the Public Safety Committee and was forwarded to the Council.  A roll call vote was taken and Mayor Fairchild declared Resolution No. 3146 to have PASSED BY A UNANIMOUS VOTE with Council President Ken Woods, Jr., Councilor Brian Dalton, Councilor Warren Lamb, Councilor Kevin Marshall, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor David Shein, and Councilor LaVonne Wilson voting YES.

FIRST READING OF ORDINANCE

SECOND READING OF ORDINANCE

Ordinance No. 1684:  An Ordinance amending the Dallas Comprehensive Plan Map for the Wyatt Mixed Use Node. 

City Manager Wyatt advised that the item went through the public hearing process.  Mayor Fairchild declared Ordinance No. 1684 to have passed its second reading.  A Roll Call vote was taken and Mayor Fairchild declared Ordinance No. 1684 to have PASSED BY A UNANIMOUS VOTE with Council President Ken Woods, Jr., Councilor Brian Dalton, Councilor Warren Lamb, Councilor Kevin Marshall, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor David Shein, and Councilor LaVonne Wilson voting YES.  

Ordinance No. 1685:  An Ordinance repealing DCC 9.300 to 9.405, relating to claims filed under Measure 37, ORS 197.352.  

City Manager Wyatt advised that this item repeals Measure 37.  Mayor Fairchild declared Ordinance No. 1685 to have passed its second reading.  A Roll Call vote was taken and Mayor Fairchild declared Ordinance No. 1685 to have PASSED BY A UNANIMOUS VOTE with Council President Ken Woods, Jr., Councilor Brian Dalton, Councilor Warren Lamb, Councilor Kevin Marshall, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor David Shein, and Councilor LaVonne Wilson voting YES.  

OTHER BUSINESS

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 8:40 p.m.

Read and approved this _______ day of _________________________ 2008.
















_______________________________________

                                    Mayor
ATTEST:

_________________________________________


City Manager

