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DALLAS CITY COUNCIL

Monday, March 17, 2008

Council Chambers

The Dallas City Council met in regular session on Monday, March 17, 2008, at 7:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers of City Hall with Mayor Fairchild presiding. 

ROLL CALL
Council members present were:  Council President Ken Woods, Jr., Councilor Brian Dalton, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Councilor Kevin Marshall, and Councilor David Shein.  Councilors excused: Councilor Warren Lamb, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor Dave Voves, and Councilor LaVonne Wilson.

Also present were:  City Manager Jerry Wyatt, City Attorney Lane Shetterly, Assistant City Manager Kim Marr, Finance Director Marcia Baragary, Assistant Public Works Director Kenn Carter, Planner John Swanson, and Assistant City Recorder Emily Gagner.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Hearing no corrections or additions, Mayor Fairchild declared the minutes of the March 3, 2008, meeting approved as presented.

REPORTS OR COMMENTS FROM COUNCIL MEMBERS

mayor’s FEBRUARY monthly Report

There were no questions regarding the Mayor's report.
council president’s FEBRUARY monthly Report

There were no questions regarding the President's report.

Councilor Shein noted that he attended the St. Patrick’s Day dinner at Eola Hills Winery recently.  The food was prepared by Janette Sinclair, who is going to open a restaurant in downtown Dallas soon and it was outstanding.  He added it will be a real asset to the City when it does open.
QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE

REPORTS OF SPECIAL COMMITTEES AND CITY OFFICER
RESOLUTION TO APPLY FOR THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT GRANT

City Manager Jerry Wyatt explained we are looking for Council approval to move forward on an Oregon Parks and Recreation Department grant application.  The grant funding would be used to pay for bridge decking, landscaping, and fencing for a dog park.  The area is already City property and is the part of Roger Jordan Community Park off of Miller Avenue.  The proposed bridge would give access to the other park facilities.  Staff feels we qualify for this grant, and we can use a match from the sewer fund using a siphon to take the sanitary sewer from one side of the creek to the other.  DEQ discourages sewer lines running under the creek.  This would allow us to abandon the sewer line that is currently under the creek and use utility funds to help with the cost of a bridge.

Councilor Shein asked where exactly the dog park would be located. Mayor Fairchild explained it would be near the community garden, with plenty of room for both the dog park and the community garden.  Mayor Fairchild added the Park and Recreation Board has looked at this area and supports its use for a dog park.  
Councilor Lawson asked if there would be sanitary issues with leaching of dog waste next to a consumer community garden.  Mayor Fairchild explained that there is an adequate buffer zone so there would be no problem.
Councilor Dalton asked if the City would fence off the riparian zone.  Mr. Wyatt explained that the dog park would be fenced, so that would keep dogs out of the creek.  Mayor Fairchild added that we will need to meet all environmental standards.

FIR VILLA ROAD ACCEPTANCE RESOLUTION

Mr. Wyatt explained that SE Fir Villa Road was improved last construction season.  We had an agreement with Polk County that they would pay us $75,000 for upgrades to the portion of the road that was under county jurisdiction.  They have paid us that fee, so moving forward with that agreement, we are to take over the maintenance of that portion of Fir Villa Road.
Councilor Shein asked if this would actually bring the land within the city.  Mr. Wyatt explained that the right-of-way is already the city’s, but we are now assuming jurisdiction of that right-of-way.
COUNCIL GOALS REVIEW

Mr. Wyatt explained that included in the agenda packet were the suggested Council goals from the recent workshop.  Mr. Wyatt asked the Council to let him know of any points of clarification or modifications before finalizing them at the next Council meeting.  Mr. Wyatt then read through the list of one-year goals.  
Councilor Woods asked to make sure it was understood that these goals are in no particular order.  Councilor Marshall noted that the current list of goals is impressive, with action words and concrete goals as opposed to previous years’ goals which were more nebulous.

Councilor Dalton requested that we make it clear to the press that these are adopted goals, not works in progress.  Mr. Wyatt noted that he has talked with the Statesman Journal and discussed that once we adopt the one-year goals, we would like them released to the public, adding that the internal goals are not to be released.  Councilor Dalton added that we need to be careful to word released-to-the-public documents so they are user friendly and in terms the public will understand.

Councilor Lawson asked if the goal under Community Development regarding the Aquatic Center membership could be reworded to clarify that we mean annual prepaid memberships, not total attendance.  

Council President Woods clarified that in the past years the Council actually adopted a final version of the goals.  Mr. Wyatt confirmed they would be adopted at the next Council meeting.

Mr. Wyatt pointed out the long-range objectives in the agenda packets.  He recommended the Councilors look at those and come back at a later date to address them.  Mayor Fairchild stated we would set up a workshop to discuss those at a later date.

BILLS OF THE CITY FOR THE MONTH OF FEBRUARY 

There were no questions.

OTHER 

Mr. Wyatt reported that the City is working with CH2M Hill to develop a Master Plan and scope of work.  Because CH2M Hill is not a firm with expertise in trail Master Plan development, they have hired Greenworks to design that.  The project is fully funded by a gift from CH2M Hill.

PUBLIC HEARINGS

COMMUNICATIONS AND PETITIONS

RESOLUTIONS

Resolution No. 3147
A Resolution establishing a schedule of rates for sewer service and repealing conflicting Resolutions.

City Manager Wyatt explained a modification to Section 1(g) of the resolution in the packet regarding septic tank dumping fees.  Councilor Shein asked if the difference in the method of calculation was due to a change in the law or our oversight.  Assistant Public Works Director Kenn Carter explained that we installed new equipment at the Wastewater Treatment Facility that has a flow meter on it.  The best way to bill is by the gallon, since there is often more than one household in a load.  Staff did survey other cities and picked a fee in the low to mid range value and applied that.  Councilor Lawson asked what the rate was previously.  Mr. Wyatt stated that the rate has not changed; the only difference since the last resolution is the way we calculate it.  
Council President Woods made a motion to adopt the resolution as amended.  The motion was duly seconded and CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY with Council President Ken Woods, Jr., Councilor Brian Dalton, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Councilor Kevin Marshall, and Councilor David Shein voting YES.
A roll call vote was taken and Mayor Fairchild declared Resolution No. 3147 to have PASSED BY A UNANIMOUS VOTE with Council President Ken Woods, Jr., Councilor Brian Dalton, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Councilor Kevin Marshall, and Councilor David Shein voting YES.

Resolution No. 3148
A Resolution establishing a schedule of fees to be paid for certain Public Works Department services and permits; and for sanitary sewer and water connection; and repealing conflicting resolutions.

A roll call vote was taken and Mayor Fairchild declared Resolution No. 3148 to have PASSED BY A UNANIMOUS VOTE with Council President Ken Woods, Jr., Councilor Brian Dalton, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Councilor Kevin Marshall, and Councilor David Shein voting YES.

Resolution No. 3149
A Resolution of the City of Dallas authorizing a grant application under the Oregon Parks and Recreation Department Local Government Grant Program for park improvements at Roger Jordan Community Park.

City Manager Wyatt stated that this is the resolution they discussed earlier in the meeting and it involves decking for the bridge across Rickreall Creek, and fencing and landscape improvements for the dog park.  Councilor Shein asked if the dollar amount was known, or if we would have to wait until they approve it to see how much we will be awarded.  Mr. Wyatt stated we are asking for a large dollar amount, but would settle for $75,000.

Councilor Dalton asked if Roger Jordan Community Park includes the area proposed for the dog park.  After discussion, it was determined that the area across the creek from the Aquatic Center is part of Roger Jordan Community Park.  City Attorney Lane Shetterly confirmed that if we call the whole area Roger Jordan Community Park, then that will work for Oregon Parks and Recreation Department.

A roll call vote was taken and Mayor Fairchild declared Resolution No. 3149 to have PASSED BY A UNANIMOUS VOTE with Council President Ken Woods, Jr., Councilor Brian Dalton, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Councilor Kevin Marshall, and Councilor David Shein voting YES.

Resolution No. 3150
A Resolution requesting Polk County surrender jurisdiction of a portion of SE Fir Villa Road.

Council President Woods asked when the road would become ours.  Mr. Wyatt replied that it would become ours once the Resolution is adopted; the County has already passed a Resolution agreeing to give us jurisdiction.

A roll call vote was taken and Mayor Fairchild declared Resolution No. 3150 to have PASSED BY A UNANIMOUS VOTE with Council President Ken Woods, Jr., Councilor Brian Dalton, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Councilor Kevin Marshall, and Councilor David Shein voting YES.

FIRST READING OF ORDINANCE

Ordinance No. 1680:  An Ordinance amending the Public Improvements chapter of the Dallas City Code by adding new provisions thereto regarding trees.

City Manager Wyatt stated that the Council held a public hearing on this topic, noting this ordinance also brings the City Code in line with the Tree City USA application requirements.

Councilor Dalton requested an editorial change to 3.720(1), changing root to roots.  Council President Woods clarified that in any subdivision, if someone wanted to plant a tree between the sidewalk and curb, they would have to use a root guard.  Mr. Wyatt confirmed that root guards are currently required when planting street trees.  Mayor Fairchild commented that the City may want to advertise that requirement.
Mayor Fairchild declared Ordinance No. 1680 to have passed its first reading.  

SECOND READING OF ORDINANCE

OTHER BUSINESS

Mayor Fairchild noted that following this meeting, the next meeting would be the Urban Renewal Board of Directors meeting.  After that meeting is adjourned there would be the executive session of the Dallas City Council to consult with legal counsel to consider information or records that are exempt by law from public inspection as authorized in ORS 192.660(2)(f).

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 8:07 p.m.

Read and approved this _______ day of _________________________ 2008.
















_______________________________________

                                     Mayor

ATTEST:

_________________________________________


City Manager

