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DALLAS CITY COUNCIL

Monday, April 7, 2008

Council Chambers

The Dallas City Council met in regular session on Monday, April 7, 2008, at 7:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers of City Hall with Mayor Fairchild presiding. 

ROLL CALL
Council members present were:  Councilor Brian Dalton, Councilor Warren Lamb, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Councilor Kevin Marshall, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor David Shein, Councilor Dave Voves and Councilor LaVonne Wilson.  Members excused: Council President Ken Woods, Jr.

Also present were:  City Manager Jerry Wyatt, City Attorney Lane Shetterly, Assistant City Manager Kim Marr, Community Development Director Jason Locke, Fire Chief Bill Hahn, Public Works Director Fred Braun, and Recording Secretary Emily Gagner.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Hearing no corrections, Mayor Fairchild declared the minutes of the March 17, 2008 Council meeting approved as presented.

REPORTS OR COMMENTS FROM COUNCIL MEMBERS

MAYOR’S MARCH MONTHLY REPORT

There were no questions regarding the Mayor’s report.

Councilor Warren Lamb explained that he, as the Council’s representative and Charles Redon of the Rickreall Watershed Council, recently met with Fred Braun and Jerry Wyatt to discuss projects the Rickreall Watershed Council could work on.  Forestry Creek and the reservoir were both projects that were discussed.  He added the Rickreall Watershed Council is looking to get grant funding for some projects to help the stream that runs through our city. 
Councilor Brian Dalton noted that the Dallas Cleanup Crew cleaned up seven properties downtown the past weekend.  There were nine people involved and picked up two large pickup loads of garbage.
Councilor Jackie Lawson commented that she heard Bill Hahn speak on public safety and fire safety, noting he is a very good speaker and an asset to our community.
COMMITTEE REPORTS OF MARCH 24, 2008

Administrative Committee Meeting – Councilor Kevin Marshall, Chair

Councilor Marshall reported on the topics presented to the Administrative Committee as included in the agenda packet.  

Councilor Marshall explained the background discussion on the proposed ambulance rate increase, explaining that if the Council approves the 25% increase, the projected annual increase in revenue would be $46,800.  Councilor Marshall added there was a brief discussion about FireMed and it was agreed the City would look into having open enrollment more than the current one time per year.
City Manager Wyatt explained that staff looked at an extensive area for comparable ambulance rates, and the City’s rates were very low compared to other cities averages.  He added we would like to review these rates every two years.

Councilor Wes Scroggin asked if the City would still have a deficit with the 25% rate increase, which Mr. Wyatt confirmed.  Councilor Lamb clarified that this rate increase still does nothing to correct the issues with Medicare.  Mr. Wyatt explained that this increase would help with staffing and with the deficit in Medicare payments.  
Councilor Marshall moved to direct the City Attorney to prepare a resolution to increase ambulance rates by 25%.  The motion was duly seconded and CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY with Councilor Brian Dalton, Councilor Warren Lamb, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Councilor Kevin Marshall, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor David Shein, Councilor Dave Voves and Councilor LaVonne Wilson voting YES. 

Councilor Marshall next discussed a new taxicab application that was submitted by Absolute Cab and Courier.  Melody Short, the taxicab applicant, answered the Councilors questions and explained that her company is going to be a limited liability company.  In response to a question, City Attorney Lane Shetterly explained that once the Council approves the application, the license is approved and renewed through the City Manager’s office.  Mayor Fairchild explained to Ms Short that the City Manager and City Attorney will clarify some issues and her application will come before the Council for approval at a later meeting.

Councilor Marshall reviewed the Senior Center bond issue discussed at the Committee meeting.  Mr. Wyatt explained he would like to set a Council Workshop on Thursday, April 24, starting at 5:30 p.m.  Mr. Wyatt noted that the fire bond would also be discussed at this workshop, and may include a field trip to the current fire training location.
Public Safety Committee – Councilor David Shein, Chair

Councilor Shein reviewed the topics presented to the Public Safety Committee meeting as presented in the agenda packet.  He noted the need for a Council Workshop to discuss the fire bond issue, which has already been set for April 24 at 5:30 p.m.
QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE

Rickey Bloomer addressed the Council regarding a dog barking issue at 360 SW Donald Street.  He explained that he had to move away from this location for health reasons because of these barking dogs.  In response to a question, he explained that he did call the police and they did nothing about it.  Mayor Fairchild asked the City Manager to have staff look into the issue and report back to the Council at the next meeting.  City Attorney Shetterly noted Section 5.020 of Dallas City Code addresses unnecessary noise, which would include barking dogs, and this would be a civil infraction with fines of $500 per day.  

Delpha Frazier explained to the Council she had the same complaint about the barking dogs. 

Craig Pope introduced himself as a candidate for House District 23.  He encouraged anyone with questions to contact him.  
REPORTS OF SPECIAL COMMITTEES AND CITY OFFICERS
UPDATE ON THE AQUIFER STORAGE RECOVERY PROJECT

Mr. Wyatt introduced Phil Brown from Golder Associates who gave an update on the Aquifer Storage Recovery (ASR) project.  Activities this year include efforts to optimize operation and efficiency, and Mr. Brown noted they expect to see improved efficiency over year-2 results.  The next steps in the ASR project are to look at potential upgrades to ASR No. 1, and review several options for ASR No. 2.  
ADOPTION OF THE 2008/2009 COUNCIL GOALS

Mr. Wyatt reviewed the one-year goals for adoption and asked for questions or comments from the Councilors.  Councilor Dalton requested several wording changes.

Councilor Scroggin moved to adopt the 2008/2009 One-Year Council Goals with the proposed wording amendments.  The motion was duly seconded and CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY with Councilor Brian Dalton, Councilor Warren Lamb, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Councilor Kevin Marshall, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor David Shein, Councilor Dave Voves and Councilor LaVonne Wilson voting YES.
INTRODUCTION OF NEW COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR JASON LOCKE

Mr. Wyatt introduced Jason Locke, the new Community Development Director.  Mr. Locke noted that he has been with the City for two weeks and has found the staff great to work with.  
He added he is confident the Community Development Department can meet all the Council Goals for their department. 
ARBOR DAY CELEBRATION, APRIL 25

Mr. Wyatt noted the City will host an Arbor Celebration on April 25 at 11:00 a.m.  This is the last item required for the City to receive the Tree City USA designation.  He added there are several activities planned at the Arboretum that day as well.
UPDATE ON STATUS OF 360 SE MILL STREET PROPERTY

Mr. Wyatt reported that staff has been in contact with the property owner, who assured us they would begin work on the house on April 1.  To date, no work has begun, so staff is pursuing further action.  Mr. Wyatt noted this is not eligible for a dangerous building declaration, but there are issues we can pursue.

DEPARTMENT REPORTS FOR THE MONTH OF FEBRUARY

Mr. Wyatt presented the department reports. There were no questions or comments.

OTHER 

Mr. Wyatt explained the selection process for the first quarter of the Employee Recognition Program has been completed, and there were several people nominated.  The committee has chosen an employee and a volunteer winner.  At the next Council meeting, there will be an award presentation.  Mr. Wyatt announced that the employee chosen was Todd Brumfield, and the volunteer was Grace Scatterday, adding that they are excellent workers and the City is fortunate to have them both.

COMMUNICATIONS AND PETITIONS

REMINDER TO FILE ANNUAL ECONOMIC INTEREST STATEMENT

Mayor Fairchild advised that by the 15th of this month each Councilor must file their Statement of Economic Interest with the Oregon Government Ethics Commission, and must also file the first quarterly report.  Several Councilors expressed their concerns about the new requirements costing the City good volunteer committee members.    

In response to a question, City Attorney Lane Shetterly explained the League of Oregon Cities and several other groups are already at the table to try to reform this requirement and they are well aware of cities’ views on this.  

City Attorney Shetterly reminded the Council they must file these forms, regardless of their objections, by the 15th of April or fines start to accrue.

LETTER FROM DALLAS ARTS ASSOCIATION REGARDING “ART IN THE PARK”

Mayor Fairchild reviewed a letter from the Dallas Arts Association asking for assistance for Art in the Park during Summerfest.  Councilor Lamb moved to give the City Manager authority to work with the Art Association for Art in the Park.  The motion was duly seconded and CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY with Councilor Brian Dalton, Councilor Warren Lamb, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Councilor Kevin Marshall, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor David Shein, Councilor Dave Voves and Councilor LaVonne Wilson voting YES.
PUBLIC HEARINGS

RESOLUTIONS

FIRST READING OF ORDINANCE

SECOND READING OF ORDINANCE

Ordinance No. 1680:  An Ordinance amending the Public Improvements chapter of the Dallas City Code by adding new provisions thereto regarding trees.

Mr. Wyatt explained that the Council went through the public hearing process with this ordinance, and this will bring the City in line for a Tree City USA designation.

Mayor Fairchild declared Ordinance No. 1680 to have passed its second reading.  A Roll Call vote was taken and Mayor Fairchild declared Ordinance No.1680 to have PASSED BY A UNANIMOUS VOTE with Councilor Brian Dalton, Councilor Warren Lamb, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Councilor Kevin Marshall, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor David Shein, Councilor Dave Voves, and Councilor LaVonne Wilson voting YES.  

OTHER BUSINESS

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 8:47 p.m.

Read and approved this _______ day of _________________________ 2008.
















_______________________________________

                                     Mayor

ATTEST:

_________________________________________


City Manager

