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DALLAS CITY COUNCIL

Monday, May 5, 2008

Council Chambers

The Dallas City Council met in regular session on Monday, May 5, 2008, at 7:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers of City Hall with Mayor Fairchild presiding. 

ROLL CALL
Council members present were:  Council President Ken Woods, Jr., Councilor Brian Dalton, Councilor Warren Lamb, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Councilor Kevin Marshall, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor David Shein, Councilor Dave Voves and Councilor LaVonne Wilson.  

Also present were:  City Manager Jerry Wyatt, City Attorney Lane Shetterly, Assistant City Manager Kim Marr, Police Chief Jim Harper, Fire Chief Bill Hahn, Public Works Director Fred Braun, Community Development Director Jason Locke, Finance Director Marcia Baragary, and Deputy City Recorder Emily Gagner.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Hearing no corrections, Mayor Fairchild declared the minutes of the April 21, 2008 Council meeting approved as presented.

REPORTS OR COMMENTS FROM COUNCIL MEMBERS

EMPLOYEE LENGTH OF SERVICE AWARD PRESENTATION

Mayor Fairchild presented an Employee Length of Service award to Les Caudill, explaining that Les runs the street sweeper and has worked for the City for 20 years.

COMMITTEE REPORTS OF APRIL 28, 2008

Building and Grounds Committee Meeting – Councilor Lamb, Chair

Councilor Warren Lamb reported on the topics presented at the Building and Grounds Committee meeting as included in the agenda packet.  He indicated the proposed high school sign does not meet current sign code requirements.  City Manager Jerry Wyatt noted there are five sections of the sign code with which this proposal is not in compliance.  Mr. Wyatt added there are some additional concerns due to the proposed location’s proximity to a crosswalk, and the requirements for a sign of this type on a State highway.  Council President Ken Woods commented that the school should find a better location, since the current location on a curve makes reading the sign difficult.  Several Councilors indicated the school could look into a partnership with the Chamber of Commerce to combine their sign at the Main/Jefferson Y with the proposed new sign.  Mayor Fairchild explained staff will get in touch with the High School with the discussion points and try to come up with solutions to bring back to the Council.

Councilor Lamb discussed the proposed Dallas Aquatic Center rate revisions.  Councilor Lamb moved to direct the City Attorney to draft a Resolution to adopt the proposed Aquatic Center rate revisions.  Councilor Shein asked how the new rates and offers would be publicized, and Community Development Director Jason Locke stated he and staff are working on that now.  The motion was seconded and CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY with Council President Ken Woods, Jr., Councilor Brian Dalton, Councilor Warren Lamb, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Councilor Kevin Marshall, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor David Shein, Councilor Dave Voves and Councilor LaVonne Wilson voting YES.  

Councilor Lamb discussed the proposed building permit fee increases.  Councilor Lamb moved to direct the City Attorney to draft a Resolution to adopt the proposed building permit fee increases.  City Attorney Lane Shetterly noted these increases have to be reported to the State Building Code department forty-five days before it is considered by the Council, so this will not be before the Council before June.  The motion was seconded and CARRIED BY A MAJORITY with Council President Ken Woods, Jr., Councilor Brian Dalton, Councilor Warren Lamb, Councilor Kevin Marshall, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor David Shein, Councilor Dave Voves and Councilor LaVonne Wilson voting YES and Councilor Jackie Lawson voting NO.

 Public Works Committee – Councilor Lawson, Chair

Councilor Lawson reviewed the topics discussed at the Public Works Committee meeting as presented in the agenda packet.  

Public Works Director Fred Braun reviewed his Levens Street Bridge pavement smoothness report.  Councilor Brian Dalton noted one reason the asphalt cap on the bridge was rejected was because the smooth asphalt makes it less skid resistant.  However, he looked at the other bridges in town and they all have a smooth surface.  Councilor Dalton added he would like to see the bridge fixed.  Councilor Wes Scroggin stated the Levens Street Bridge is smoother than the bridge at Fir Villa, adding he can’t see, given the current budget situation, putting more money into this right now.

Councilor Lawson discussed the proposed changes to Chapter Four of the Dallas City Code, noting it mainly changes pretreatment requirements.  Councilor Lawson moved to direct the City Attorney to draft an Ordinance to amend Chapter Four of the Dallas City Code.  City Attorney Shetterly pointed out the summary of changes to the Ordinance, noting the changes are now being reviewed by the State.  The motion was seconded and CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY with Council President Ken Woods, Jr., Councilor Brian Dalton, Councilor Warren Lamb, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Councilor Kevin Marshall, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor David Shein, Councilor Dave Voves and Councilor LaVonne Wilson voting YES.  

Councilor Lawson discussed a section of sidewalk on LaCreole Drive that is missing, stating staff is recommending the Council compel the property owner to install the sidewalk.  Mr. Wyatt explained staff is working with the property owner to get that done.

MAYOR’S APRIL MONTHLY REPORT

There were no questions regarding the Mayor’s April report.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT’S APRIL MONTHLY REPORT

There were no questions regarding the Council President’s April report.

QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE

June Krause invited the Council to the Senior Center on Wednesday, May 7, at 10:00 a.m., for their “We’ve Still Got It” program, where Michele Campione would be interviewing the Mayor.  Ms Krause also thanked the Mayor, City Manager, and Councilors Dalton and Wilson for all the work they’ve done for the Senior Center.

Glen Scatterday discussed his concerns with the proposed budget, adding many of the planned spending items could be postponed.  Mr. Scatterday stated that the Fire Department upgrade has been proposed before and already failed once before the voters.  He indicated this proposal is not a public safety issue, noting even if the bond levy fails, Dallas still has the finest Fire Department around.  Mr. Scatterday stated there are more seniors that use the Dallas Aquatic Center and the Dallas Public Library than use the Senior Center, and he does not support asking the taxpayers for this bond measure.

Jim Thompson introduced himself to the Council and explained he is running for State Representative.  

REPORTS OF SPECIAL COMMITTEES AND CITY OFFICERS
NATIONAL POLICE WEEK, MAY 15 (PROCLAMATION)

Mayor Fairchild presented a Proclamation to Police Chief Jim Harper regarding National Police Week.

GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH REQUEST TO DIG A WELL

Mr. Wyatt reviewed a request from Grace Baptist Church to dig a well for a Community Garden, noting he would like this request to go through the Administrative Committee.  Mr. Wyatt explained Dallas already has a Community Garden and there are things that we need to consider if we allow someone to drill a well, noting it would be a change of policy.
DISCUSSION CONCERNING THE FIRE AND SENIOR CENTER BOND MEASURE PROPOSAL

Mr. Wyatt discussed the staff report, noting we have contacted other senior centers, and the costs of utilities and maintenance vary considerably.  Mr. Wyatt indicated we are working with PARC, who is putting together a business plan for the seniors.  Mr. Wyatt stated the next step is to set a public hearing, and recommended June 2.  In response to a question, Mr. Wyatt explained the Senior Center Advisory Group met and is working on identification of the facility and they would have a name decided on before the public hearing.    

Mr. Wyatt recommended setting the public hearing for the Fire Bond at the same time as the public hearing for the Senior Center.  Mr. Wyatt stated the City’s legal debt margin is $28 million, and the City’s current debt is $5.5 million.  Mr. Wyatt reviewed the options that were presented by Fire Chief at the Council workshop, stating the recommendation is to go with Option 2b, which excludes the debriefing shelters, physical training room, and training shed and vent props, but does include a reserve engine and a fire display area.  Councilor Scroggin recommended if the City gets the land from Weyerhaeuser for the training facility that we test the soil first since it borders a noxious dump.

Mayor noted there would be a public hearing on June 2 to discuss both bonds at 7:30 pm.

UPDATE ON ODOT TRAFFIC SIGNAL PROJECT AT MAIN AND WASHINGTON STREETS

Mr. Wyatt discussed the ODOT traffic signal project at Main and Washington Streets, adding we are working with them on getting decorative poles.  Mr. Wyatt noted the City will make sure to coordinate with ODOT and the Chamber for scheduling around Summerfest activities.

DEPARTMENT REPORTS FOR THE MONTH OF MARCH

City Manager Wyatt presented the department reports. There were no questions or comments.

OTHER 

Mr. Wyatt indicated staff has begun the weed abatement program for the summer.

Mr. Wyatt noted the nuisance property on Mill Street has been issued a permit, the foundation has been poured, and siding will be placed next week.

Councilor Dalton asked if the no parking in the 800 block of Main Street is being enforced.  Mr. Wyatt explained that they started by giving warnings, but are now giving tickets; however, the current fine of $5 is not much of a deterrent.  Mr. Wyatt noted staff may bring to the Public Safety Committee an increase in the fine to make it more of a deterrent.  

COMMUNICATIONS AND PETITIONS

LETTERS OF SUPPORT OF THE COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES PROGRAM

Mr. Wyatt pointed out that we have received many letters of support for the Community Activities program and they are available at his office if any Councilors would like to read them.

PUBLIC HEARINGS

RESOLUTIONS

FIRST READING OF ORDINANCE

SECOND READING OF ORDINANCE

OTHER BUSINESS

Mayor Fairchild noted there would be an executive session following the meeting to conduct deliberations with persons designated by the governing body to carry on labor negotiations as authorized in ORS 192.660(2)(d).
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 8:40 p.m.

Read and approved this _______ day of _________________________ 2008.
















_______________________________________

                                     Mayor

ATTEST:

_________________________________________


City Manager

