City Council Meeting

June 2, 2008

Page 5 


DALLAS CITY COUNCIL

Monday, June 2, 2008

Council Chambers

The Dallas City Council met in regular session on Monday, June 2, 2008, at 7:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers of City Hall with Mayor Fairchild presiding. 

1.  ROLL CALL
Council members present were:  Council President Ken Woods, Jr., Councilor Brian Dalton, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor David Shein, Councilor Dave Voves, and Councilor LaVonne Wilson.  Excused:   Councilor Warren Lamb and Councilor Kevin Marshall.
Also present were:  City Manager Jerry Wyatt, City Attorney Lane Shetterly, Assistant City Manager Kim Marr, Police Chief Jim Harper, Fire Chief Bill Hahn, Public Works Director Fred Braun, Community Development Director Jason Locke, Finance Director Marcia Baragary, and Recording Secretary Emily Gagner.

2.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Hearing no corrections, Mayor Fairchild declared the minutes of the May 19, 2008, Council meeting approved as presented.

3.  REPORTS OR COMMENTS FROM COUNCIL MEMBERS

Mayor Fairchild commented that the Dallas Retirement Center recently honored the public safety people throughout Dallas and gave plaques to the Polk County Sheriff’s Department, Dallas Police Department, Dallas Fire Department, and Dallas Emergency Service Department to thank them for doing a great job.  

Councilor Brian Dalton noted that he will be going to an urban forestry workshop in Portland on Thursday, so if anyone wants him to take information there or bring it back, let him know.

5.1 a) EMPLOYEE RECOGNITION (KEVIN SAILORS)

City Manager Jerry Wyatt stated that he had an Employee Service award for Kevin Sailors, who was unable to attend the meeting.  He noted Kevin has worked for Dallas for twenty years, beginning in 1988 in the Street Division.  He has now attained the position of Lead Worker and is very skilled on equipment operation and is the primary employee responsible for the sewer lift stations.  Mayor Fairchild commented that he appreciates the long time members in our service; these are the people who help make the City what it is.

4.  QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE

Chelsea Pope, Executive Director of the Chamber of Commerce, commented that when a new business has a grand opening, she has seen Councilors at some events, but not at others.  She stated it is important when someone invests in our community that the Councilors attend when possible to show their support. 
5.1 b) DISCUSSION CONCERNING THE CITIZEN SURVEY RESULTS AND PROPOSED WORKSHOP

Mr. Wyatt reported that staff is working in each department where comments came back from the survey as they relate to services or items that need to be addressed.  He would like to schedule a lunch Council workshop where staff can report to the Council about their departments to see how we can better communicate or provide a better service.  It was agreed to schedule that via email at a later time.

5.1 c) PLANNING COMMISSION MEMBER APPOINTMENTS

Mr. Wyatt stated two Planning Commissioners resigned, so staff solicited and reviewed applications and held interviews with four individuals who were interested in serving.  Staff recommendation is to appoint Carol Kowash and Carrie Mendell to fill the vacant terms on the Planning Commission, which run through 2010. 

Councilor Jackie Lawson moved to appoint Carol Kowash and Carrie Mendell to the Planning Commission to fill the vacant positions with terms running through 2010.  The motion was duly seconded and CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY with Council President Ken Woods, Jr., Councilor Brian Dalton, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor David Shein, Councilor Dave Voves and Councilor LaVonne Wilson voting YES.
7.  PUBLIC HEARINGS

7.1 PUBLIC HEARING ON THE 2008-2009 CITY OF DALLAS BUDGET AND USE OF STATE REVENUE SHARING FUNDS

Mayor Fairchild opened the public hearing at 7:45 p.m.  Mr. Wyatt explained that based on a recommendation from the May 19 Budget Committee meeting, staff is submitting the 2008-2009 City Budget and also use of State Revenue Sharing Funds.  
In response to a question, Mr. Wyatt stated that the property tax imposed is $4.1954 per $1,000 of assessed value and the levy to be imposed for debt service on General Obligation bonds is $731,185.  Mayor Fairchild noted that this budget is strictly a hold-the-line budget this year.  Finance Director Marcia Baragary indicated that the total budget is $45 million, which includes the anticipated bonding for the November election.  
There was no testimony from the public and Mayor Fairchild closed the public hearing at 7:51 p.m.
Councilor Shein moved to approve the 2008-2009 City of Dallas Budget as approved by the Budget Committee and approve the use of State Revenue Sharing funds and direct the City Attorney to prepare the required resolutions for the June 16, 2008, City Council meeting.  The motion was duly seconded and CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY with Council President Ken Woods, Jr., Councilor Brian Dalton, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor David Shein, Councilor Dave Voves, and Councilor LaVonne Wilson voting YES.

7.2 PUBLIC HEARING ON PROPOSED BOND ISSUES

Mayor Fairchild opened the public hearing to review the Fire Department bond issue at 7:55 p.m.  

Mr. Wyatt reviewed his recommended motion to seek voter approval in November 2008 to sell bonds for fire and emergency services to finance the costs of capital improvements.  Mr. Wyatt explained that included improvements to the Fire Station, purchasing two ambulances, and constructing a new fire tower and props at the fire training facility, adding staff is working with Weyerhaeuser on obtaining property for the training facility.  Mayor Fairchild explained the public hearing was to get information from the public, but no decisions will be made at this time.    

Mayor Fairchild asked for comments from the audience and there were none.  Mayor Fairchild recommended having a workshop to determine the exact amount and title of the bond.  He closed the public hearing at 8:01 p.m.
Mayor Fairchild opened the public hearing for the Senior/Community Center bond issue at 8:01 p.m.  

Mr. Wyatt reviewed his recommended motion and explained that while we have been told we won’t qualify for a CDBG grant, we found that we may now be eligible.  He indicated staff is working on a business plan for the operation of the center which discusses how it would be operated, how it would be rented, how it would generate income, and how it would be maintained.  The Seniors’ 501(c)(3) would be the guardian of the center.  In response to a question, Mr. Wyatt stated that the deadline is August 12 to notify the County Clerk.  City Attorney Lane Shetterly indicated the August 4, 2008, Council meeting would be the last meeting at which they could adopt a resolution for the bond.  

Mayor Fairchild accepted a letter from Christine Valentine and Brian King to place in the record.  He asked for more comments from the audience.

Dick May indicated he was on the site selection committee, but is not on the Senior Center Board.  He stated citizens who know the facts are aware that the current Senior Center is not adequate to serve the seniors in the community.  He indicated that an adequate center improves the lives of seniors and others, adding they never intended to have a senior-only building, but want to meet the needs of the community.
Karen Remple stated she enjoys going to the Senior Center, but it is overflowing.  Many people no longer come because it is too full, and she hopes the Council considers a new center.

Michele Campione indicated that she has worked very closely with the seniors over the last two years developing plans for current and future activities.  She added they have worked hard and doubled their attendance numbers over the past two years.  She stated she wants to put her voice forward as a non-senior that this center is important for after school programs and senior programs.

Jerry Wennstrom agreed with the comments that the Senior Center is too small.  He noted that when the seniors have a social function, people have to take turns to sit and have a meal, adding they would have better attendance if there was more room.  Mr. Wennstrom indicated that the Dallas Areas Seniors sponsor activities that help the mental and physical well-being of the seniors in the community.

Candy Thommen, President of the Senior Center, agreed that they badly need a new Senior Center.  Ms. Thommen stated she wants a sign designating the future site of the new center, and Mr. Wyatt explained that wouldn’t happen until the Council decides to go forth with the bond.

Chelsea Pope stated the Chamber Board did not meet prior to the public hearing but did want to urge the Council to discuss all options for the bond.  She stated they aren’t discounting the need for a Senior Center, but many new ideas came out of the recent joint meeting with the Council and School Board and we need to look at all the options and consider the fiscal impacts. 

Mayor Fairchild closed the public hearing at 8:23 p.m.  

In response to a question, Mr. Wyatt stated the Council will receive a copy of the business plan when a presentable draft is completed, hopefully at the June 16 meeting.  In response to discussion, Mr. Wyatt stated the Council will review the business plan and make recommendations and that plan will be used to receive grants and funding.

Councilor Dalton stated that broadening the concept of a Senior Center to a Community Center was the consensus of the Senior Center Advisory Committee.  That broader concept will make it as palatable as possible to as many voters as possible, which will help its success.

Mayor Fairchild reopened the public hearing at 8:29 p.m. 

Mary Christensen stated the community needs a community center, and it should include a basketball court.  She indicated the community is growing and with gas prices rising, we can’t go elsewhere.  She supported a center that included kids, and noted a community center would bring people together.

Mayor Fairchild closed the public hearing at 8:35 p.m.

Mayor Fairchild recessed the City Council meeting at 8:35 p.m.

Mayor Fairchild reconvened the City Council meeting at 8:39 p.m.

COMMITTEE REPORTS OF MAY 27, 2008

3.1 Administrative Committee – Councilor Marshall, Chair

Council President Ken Woods reported on the topics presented at the Administrative Committee meeting as included in the agenda packet.  

He stated the committee discussed a proposed Cost of Living increase of 3.8% based on the Consumer Price Index.  Councilor Dalton asked if staff determined if the new payroll system was able to show all benefits to the employees.  Ms. Baragary stated it could not without custom reports being generated.  After some discussion, it was determined to have staff look into the cost impact of showing staff the total benefits included in their salary.

Councilor Ken Woods moved to approve the cost of living increase as presented.  The motion was duly seconded and CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY with Council President Ken Woods, Jr., Councilor Brian Dalton, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor David Shein, Councilor Dave Voves, and Councilor LaVonne Wilson voting YES.

Councilor Woods then discussed the community garden proposal.  Mr. Wyatt stated he will report back to the Council on the status of the garden and well.  Councilor Woods next reviewed the proposed Dallas High School sign noting no one really likes the appearance or location as currently proposed.  He indicated staff will continue to work with the school and report to the Council later.  Councilor Woods reported that staff is looking at purchasing an electric vehicle to replace the current park vehicle, which is very old.  Mr. Wyatt indicated the vehicle would fit on the park trail, and staff recommends upgrades that would allow the driver to sit on the right side of the vehicle to facilitate curb grass spraying and battery upgrades that would allow it to go faster than 25 mph.  

3.2 Public Safety Committee – Councilor Shein, Chair

Councilor Shein reviewed the topics discussed at the Public Safety Committee meeting as presented in the agenda packet.  

Councilor Shein discussed the proposed parking fee increases, indicating changes the committee recommended to the original proposal.  

Councilor David Shein moved to direct the City Attorney to prepare an ordinance adopting parking citation fees as submitted and change parking enforcement hours to 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  The motion was duly seconded.

Councilor Lawson stated that parking downtown is difficult and she was concerned that the increase wasn’t enough to be a deterrent.  Councilor Scroggin asked if there was a multiple offence penalty.  Mr. Wyatt noted there is nothing in the proposal for an escalating scale.  There was discussion about the fee amounts and City Attorney Shetterly noted the current code is pretty outdated.  He recommended coming back to the Council with a complete revision of the ordinance.  

Councilor Shein withdrew his motion.  

Councilor Shein reported on the proposal to have the City begin dog licensing.  

Councilor Shein moved to have the City Attorney prepare an ordinance to allow the City to begin dog licensing and prepare a resolution to set licensing fees the same as Polk County rates and provide a discount for microchipped dogs.  The motion was duly seconded.

There was discussion about the requirement to micro-chip a dog if it is impounded and not already micro-chipped.    City Attorney Shetterly recommended tying the micro-chip requirement to the Code requirement that a dog wear a tag.  

Councilor Shein amended his motion to require a dog that is impounded to be micro-chipped only if it is not wearing a tag.  The amendment was duly seconded.  The motion with amendment CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY with Council President Ken Woods, Jr., Councilor Brian Dalton, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor David Shein, Councilor Dave Voves, and Councilor LaVonne Wilson voting YES.

5.  REPORTS OF SPECIAL COMMITTEES AND CITY OFFICERS
5.1 d) DISCUSSION CONCERNING APPOINTMENTS/REAPPOINTMENTS TO DALLAS ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION

Mr. Wyatt reviewed the members being reappointed for a 3-year term.  He discussed that six of the nine members of Council currently serve on the Economic Development Commission, two as Chamber appointed members and four as Council representatives.  He added that we could continue with the same appointments; however, we must advertise the meetings because there is a quorum of the Council present.  Chelsea Pope stated the Chamber would support not having six Councilors on the Commission.  Mayor Fairchild asked if two Council members would be willing to resign from the Economic Development Commission.  Councilor Scroggin indicated he would be willing to step down, although he hates to do so.  Councilor Wilson stated she would step down as well.  

Councilor Wilson moved to appoint Councilor Lawson to fill Councilor Wilson’s seat, and Councilor Dalton, to fill Councilor Scroggin’s seat on the Dallas Economic Development Commission (upon their resignation of their Chamber-appointed position) and to reappoint Warren Lamb as Council representatives.  The motion was duly seconded and CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY Council President Ken Woods, Jr., Councilor Brian Dalton, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor David Shein, Councilor Dave Voves, and Councilor LaVonne Wilson voting YES.  

Councilor Shein moved to approve the reappointment of Cory Oace, Doris Johnson, and Ken Jacroux to the Economic Development Commission.  The motion was duly seconded and CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY with Council President Ken Woods, Jr., Councilor Brian Dalton, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor David Shein, Councilor Dave Voves, and Councilor LaVonne Wilson voting YES   

5.1 e) DISCUSSION CONCERNING APPOINTMENTS/REAPPOINTMENTS TO LIBRARY BOARD

Mr. Wyatt reviewed the staff recommendation to appoint Morton Feder to the Library Board.  

Councilor Voves moved to appoint Morton Feder to the Library Board.  The motion was duly seconded and CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY with Council President Ken Woods, Jr., Councilor Brian Dalton, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor David Shein, Councilor Dave Voves and Councilor LaVonne Wilson voting YES.

5.1 f) DEPARTMENT REPORTS FOR APRIL

There were no comments regarding the department reports.

5.1 g) DISCUSSION REGARDING BUILIDNG AND GROUNDS / PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE MEETING

Mr. Wyatt explained we have no agenda items for the June Committee meetings, noting he will not be here for those meetings.  He recommended cancelling the June 23 Building and Grounds and Public Works Committee meetings.  The Mayor announced the June Committee meetings will be cancelled. 

5.1 h) OTHER 

6.  COMMUNICATIONS AND PETITIONS

APPROVAL OF POLK COUNTY’S 2007 OPPORTUNITY TO RECYCLE REPORT

Mr. Wyatt indicated the letter from DEQ stated Polk County was in compliance with their Opportunity to Recycle requirements was for the Council’s information.  He noted we were not in compliance for a while, so this shows the hard work on the part of Polk County, the City and Allied Waste.  

8.  RESOLUTIONS

8.1 Resolution No. 3154

A Resolution authorizing the transfer of budgetary funds.

Ms. Baragary reviewed the proposed fund transfers.
A roll call vote was taken and the Mayor declared Resolution No. 3154 to have PASSED BY A UNANIMOUS VOTE with Council President Ken Woods, Jr., Councilor Brian Dalton, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor David Shein, Councilor Dave Voves, and Councilor LaVonne Wilson voting YES.
9.  FIRST READING OF ORDINANCE

9.1 Ordinance No. 1687

An Ordinance changing the zoning designation of a parcel of real property owned by Raymond Baker and Daniel Carver from Residential Agricultural to Residential Medium Density.

The Mayor declared Ordinance No. 1687 to have passed its first reading.

10.  SECOND READING OF ORDINANCE

10.1 Ordinance No. 1686

An Ordinance repealing Sections 4.000 through 4.298 of the Dallas City Code, relating to Public Sewers, Private Sewage Disposal, Building Sewers and Connections, and Pretreatment; and adopting new provisions in lieu thereof.

Mayor Fairchild declared Ordinance No. 1686 to have passed its second reading.  A roll call vote was taken and Mayor Fairchild declared Ordinance No. 1686 to have PASSED BY A UNANIMOUS VOTE with Council President Ken Woods, Jr., Councilor Brian Dalton, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor David Shein, Councilor Dave Voves, and Councilor LaVonne Wilson voting YES.

11.  OTHER BUSINESS

Mayor Fairchild noted there would be an executive session following the meeting to evaluate the City Manager as authorized in ORS 192.660(2)(i).

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 9:50 p.m.

Read and approved this _______ day of _________________________ 2008.
















_______________________________________

                                     Mayor

ATTEST:

_________________________________________


City Manager

