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DALLAS CITY COUNCIL

Monday, September 15, 2008

Council Chambers

The Dallas City Council met in regular session on Monday, September 15, 2008, at 7:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers of City Hall with Mayor Fairchild presiding. 

ROLL CALL
Council members present were:  Council President Ken Woods, Jr., Councilor Brian Dalton, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Councilor Kevin Marshall, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor David Shein, and Councilor LaVonne Wilson.  Members excused:  Councilor Warren Lamb and Councilor Dave Voves.

Also present were:  City Manager Jerry Wyatt, City Attorney Lane Shetterly, Assistant City Manager Kim Marr, Police Chief Jim Harper, Deputy Police Chief Tom Simpson, Community Development Director Jason Locke, Fire Chief Bill Hahn, Finance Director Marcia Baragary, and Recording Secretary Emily Gagner.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG

Mayor Fairchild led the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
After hearing no corrections or additions, Mayor Fairchild declared the minutes of the September 2, 2008, Council meeting approved as presented.

REPORTS OR COMMENTS FROM COUNCIL MEMBERS

MAYOR’S MONTHLY REPORT FOR AUGUST

There were no questions about the Mayor’s monthly report for August.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT’S MONTHLY REPORT FOR AUGUST

There were no questions about the Council President’s monthly report for August.

Councilor David Shein stated the Downtown Cleanup Crew cleaned up the alley by the Blue Garden a couple years ago.  He checked that area out again a few days ago and it is well on the way to being in the same condition it was then, with garbage and smells in the area.  Councilor Shein indicated that since before he was on Council staff has been saying the building is about to get better and it’s now three owners and four years later and it’s worse than ever.  Councilor Shein stated the council must make the owner fix the building now or the City should fix it.  
Councilor Brian Dalton reported that over the weekend, the Dallas Cleanup Crew tackled the A-1 Locksmith building and it turned out rather well.  He noted that during the time they were working, they were approached about the Blue Garden three times.  He explained that the building owner to the south has water pouring down his interior wall whenever it rains because the Blue Garden owner tore the roof off and only put up plywood sheeting with no roof structure.

Councilor Wes Scroggin stated he agrees the situation with the Blue Garden has been going on too long, adding that the building is in the prime block of our city and should be a show place. City Attorney Lane Shetterly stated the building has already been declared a nuisance.  Councilor Shein asked how long it’s been since staff has been inside the building.  Mr. Wyatt stated the initial inspection was done three years ago, but staff was back inside right before it sold a year and a half ago.  The building has already been declared a nuisance.  The City can send a letter and if the owners don’t abate under the code, the City can go in and abate the nuisance, correcting any code violations and safety issues.  The City would then send the owner a demand to pay the costs, and if they don’t within thirty days, the City can place a lien on the property.  Then if it isn’t paid, the City would go through the lien foreclosure process and would become the owner of the building.  In response to a question about the timeframe of the process, Mr. Shetterly stated the City could renew the notice to abate with a reasonable time, not to exceed 30 days, at which time the City can enter the building to do the abatement.  There is another 30-day period for demand for payment, then the lien and foreclosure process, which is weeks not years.  After some discussion, Mayor Fairchild instructed staff to send the current owner of 827 Main Street a new letter demanding repairs be made within 30 days.

QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE

Robert Brixius, of Brixius Jewelers reported that the second week of July, the owner of the Blue Garden started tearing off the roof of the spa lounge.  Progress stopped soon after it was begun.  In the process, they removed the flashing from their building, which kept water from coming down the 6” space between the buildings.  Now every time it rains, he gets water in his back room.  Mr. Brixius stated he has contacted the owner and she said progress was continuing and she would take his concerns about the rain water to her partner to discuss it.  That is the last he’s heard from her.  Mr. Brixius indicated concern about water in his back room once the winter rains begin.

Eric Felton congratulated Chief Harper on his retirement and Interim Chief Simpson for stepping up to fill in.  Mr. Felton stated the City of Dallas is a safer city because of Chief Harper’s work. 

REPORTS OF SPECIAL COMMITTEES AND CITY OFFICER

ENERGY AUDIT PRESENTATION BY ENERTIA ENERGY, INC.

Community Development Director Jason Locke introduced Steve Rubbert, President of Enertia Energy, the company that performed the energy audit at the Aquatic Center.  He handed out a packet which included the results of the energy audit and next steps for implementation.
Mr. Rubbert indicated his company has performed a lot of pool audits, and the benchmarks listed in the packet indicate there are a lot of opportunities for improvement at this facility.  Mr. Rubbert then reviewed the list of proposed projects, including replacing the boilers, expanding the pool heat exchangers, installing a heat recovery system for the locker rooms, installing advanced automatic DDC control strategies to balance the amount of outside air going into the natatorium, installing high efficiency fluorescent lights, and installing a solar pool heating system.

Mr. Rubbert reviewed the simple payback in years for these projects would be 5.9, which means the project would pay for itself in energy savings in only 5.9 years.  
Councilor Marshall asked if the City could pick and choose projects to complete.  Mr. Rubbert explained that many of the projects could be done individually, but it is often more cost effective to address all projects at once, due to design issues.  Many of these systems interact, so it is a somewhat integrated design.  He commented that paybacks do vary on these projects, and the temptation is to do the projects with the quickest paybacks.  However, the projects become more difficult to finance over a period of time and they don’t get done.  Councilor Scroggin asked how long it would take to complete all the projects.  Mr. Rubbert stated that if they were done all at once, it would take one to two weeks to complete them all.

Mr. Rubbert explained that the total cost for the projects is $650,000.  With $240,000 in tax credits and incentives, the net project would cost $411,000 with a 5.9 year simple payback.  

Mr. Rubbert compared the standard bid process to a Request for Proposal (RFP) process, stating there is more accountability with the RFP process.

Mr. Rubbert explained there are small-scale energy loans available developed by the State to implement these types of projects.  These loans are easy to qualify for and are a pretty good fit for what the City wants to do.

Mr. Wyatt noted that after the presentation, staff will summarize the information and come back to the Council on October 6 with a full staff report and recommendation.

NOTICE OF CERTIFICATE OF ACHIEVEMENT FOR EXCELLENCE IN FINANCIAL REPORTING

Mr. Wyatt reported that the City has received the Certificate of Achievement for Excellence in Financial Reporting for 2006-07.

TRANSIENT LODGING TAX DISBURSEMENT

Mr. Wyatt stated the Dallas Area Visitor’s Center has obtained its 501(c)(3) designation, so staff is asking for approval to disburse 70% of the first quarter’s transient lodging tax money to the visitor’s center as previously agreed.  Mayor Fairchild indicated he thought the City was going to set up a contract with the visitor’s center for the payments.  Mr. Shetterly stated he could draft a contract based on the Resolution (Resolution 3142 authorizing the City Manager to enter into a contract with a qualifying entity). 
Chelsea Pope, Executive Director for the Dallas Area Visitor Center, thanked the Council for their patience with respect for their 501(c)(3) designation.  She noted that when the IRS approved the request, they did back-date it to their initial application in September 2006.  Mayor Fairchild indicated that once we solicited help from Senator Wyden’s staff, the response from the IRS was very quick.  Councilor Lawson asked what we would be spending the city’s portion of the transient lodging tax on.  Mr. Wyatt stated the City would have a workshop to discuss that at a later date.  
Councilor Lawson moved to approve disbursement of 70% of the quarterly transient lodging tax revenue collected, which is $12,096, to the Dallas Area Visitors Center, Inc., once a contract has been signed.  The motion was duly seconded and CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY with Council President Ken Woods, Jr., Councilor Brian Dalton, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Councilor Kevin Marshall, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor David Shein, and Councilor LaVonne Wilson voting YES.


FARM PROPERTY INFORMATION

Mr. Wyatt stated the farm property will be brought up for consideration at a future meeting, but there was discussion at the last meeting about how much property the City owns off Orrs Corner Road, so he pointed out the map included in the Council packet.  In response to a question, Mr. Wyatt stated the City owns about 100 acres west of Orrs Corner Road and 200 acres to the east.  Councilor Scroggin asked when the lease agreements for the farm land expire.  Mr. Shetterly explained that they expire at the end of September 2009, with the farmhouse on a month-to-month agreement.  Mr. Wyatt stated the farmhouse has been offered internally in the past, so staff will look at dollar amount, and how or if we want to get another renter in there and bring the information back to the Council.  
REPORT OF SEPTEMBER 9, 2008, PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING

Mr. Wyatt reviewed the items discussed at the September 9, 2008, Planning Commission meeting, noting there were no public hearings.    

DEPARTMENT REPORTS FOR AUGUST

There were no questions regarding the department reports for August.  

BILLS OF THE CITY FOR THE MONTH OF AUGUST

There were no questions about the bills of the City for the month of August.

OTHER 

Mr. Wyatt stated that in October he is going to have staff focus on the downtown, doing cleanup, code enforcement, and other activities downtown.  Staff will have a work group consisting of employees from several departments, and he would like them to work with members of the Council and the public to form a task force.  He stated that several years ago, staff identified several areas that could be fixed up at low or no cost that could be worked on.  This task force would be a grassroots effort to bring the concerns of the public back to the appropriate committees.  Mr. Wyatt indicated he sees this group continuing past October.  Mr. Wyatt stated there would be a formal process to pass the information from the task force to the Council.

Mr. Wyatt indicated staff will be looking at emergency preparedness in November, reviewing the Emergency Operation Center (EOC) and preparing for the coming winter.

Mr. Wyatt reminded the Council that the next Council meeting will begin at 7:00 p.m.  He also reminded them that there will be ethics training on October 6 prior to the Council meeting.
Mr. Wyatt reported that there were no agenda items for the Administration and Public Safety Committees.  Mayor Fairchild stated there would be no committee meetings in September.

Mr. Wyatt stated the Dallas Aquatic Center has signed up its 500th annual member.  
Mr. Wyatt reminded the Council that staff will be walking the proposed Park Trail on September 23 at 6:00 p.m.  Any Councilor interested should meet at the Aquatic Center at 6:00.
COMMUNICATIONS AND PETITIONS

PUBLIC HEARINGS

RESOLUTIONS

Resolution No. 3170:  A Resolution dedicating certain property to the public for street purposes.

A roll call vote was taken and Mayor Fairchild declared Resolution No. 3170 to have PASSED BY A UNANIMOUS VOTE with Council President Ken Woods, Jr., Councilor Brian Dalton, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Councilor Kevin Marshall, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor David Shein, and Councilor LaVonne Wilson voting YES.
FIRST READING OF ORDINANCE

Ordinance No. 1691: An Ordinance changing street names.

Mayor Fairchild declared Ordinance 1691 to have passed its first reading.

SECOND READING OF ORDINANCE

OTHER BUSINESS

There was no other business.

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 8:47 p.m.

Read and approved this _______ day of _________________________ 2008.
















_______________________________________

                                     Mayor

ATTEST:

_________________________________________


City Manager

