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DALLAS CITY COUNCIL

Monday, October 20, 2008

Council Chambers

The Dallas City Council met in regular session on Monday, October 20, 2008, at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers of City Hall with Mayor Fairchild presiding. 

ROLL CALL
Council members present were:  Council President Ken Woods, Jr., Councilor Brian Dalton, Councilor Warren Lamb, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Councilor Kevin Marshall, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor David Shein, Councilor Dave Voves, and Councilor LaVonne Wilson.  

Also present were:  City Manager Jerry Wyatt, City Attorney Lane Shetterly, Interim Police Chief Tom Simpson, Public Works Director Fred Braun, Community Development Director Jason Locke, Fire Chief Bill Hahn, and Recording Secretary Emily Gagner.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG

Mayor Fairchild led the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Councilor Dalton noted that on page 4, line 35 of the minutes, it should read Legislature, not Legislation.  Mayor Fairchild declared the minutes of the October 6, 2008, Council meeting approved as corrected.
REPORTS OR COMMENTS FROM COUNCIL MEMBERS

Councilor Wilson thanked the staff for a lovely Council dinner.
Mayor Fairchild reported that he has attended meetings on the Linden Lane issue along with Councilor Wilson and Councilor Scroggin.  He told any Councilors who were interested in further details to contact him and he would be happy to pass that information along.  Councilor Wilson pointed out that Mr. Wyatt attended all the meetings as well.

MAYOR’S MONTHLY REPORT FOR SEPTEMBER
There were no questions about the Mayor’s monthly report for September.

QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE

There were no questions or comments from the audience.

REPORTS OF SPECIAL COMMITTEES AND CITY OFFICER

EMPLOYEE / VOLUNTEER RECOGNITION AWARDS PRESENTATION

Mr. Wyatt reviewed the employee and volunteer recognition program.  He indicated Steve Faxon, Construction Maintenance Supervisor in Public Works, was the Employee of the Quarter and Shaun Wagner was the Volunteer of the Quarter with the Fire Department.  

Mr. Wyatt presented Mr. Faxon with a certificate.  He said the selection committee feels Steve does an excellent job and provides a great example.  Steve has great public relations skills and uses humor to make his employees feel at ease.  Mr. Faxon has worked for the City since July 22, 1994.  Mr. Wyatt said the City is proud to have him represent us in all he does.

Mr. Faxon stated he is fortunate the guys who work for him do an awesome job and they make him look good.  

Mr. Wyatt explained that the second part of acknowledgement is the volunteer award.  Shaun Wagner joined the volunteer fire department in 1993 and worked his way up from probationary member, firefighter, engineer, and now Captain.  In addition, Shaun has been part of the extrication team since its inception.  Mr. Wyatt stated Mr. Wagner is dedicated, loyal, and always acts with the best interest of the City of Dallas and the Fire Department in mind.  

2008 FITNESS LEADERSHIP AWARDS PRESENTATION

Mayor Fairchild reported that over the last six years, the Governor of Oregon has pushed to work on fitness for kids.  Mayors are given the opportunity to nominate people who do a good job of promoting fitness.  Mayor Fairchild said he was honored to nominate Judy Boustead, who was awarded a 2008 Fitness Leadership Award.  He read the nomination letter and presented Mrs. Boustead with her certificate.  

Mrs. Boustead stated she feels she has the best job in the world. 

RED FLAG RULES (IDENTITY THEFT PREVENTION PROGRAM)

Mr. Wyatt reviewed the background of the requirements for the identity theft prevention program, noting there would be a vote on a Resolution to adopt the program further on in the meeting.  Mr. Wyatt explained that the program provides safeguards for personal information and mostly involves the Finance Department, although the Human Resources and all other departments need to be aware of the identity theft issue.  Mr. Wyatt reported that all employees will be trained on the program.

Councilor Shein asked how much of a training burden there would be to get these procedures locked in.  Mr. Wyatt stated there wouldn’t be much, as this whole program already ties in with what the Interim Finance Director is doing with the internal controls.  Councilor Lamb asked if the issue the City had a year ago would have been prevented if this program was in place.  Mr. Wyatt confirmed that this would have prevented that issue, as the new program requires IT to review the process before any information is sent out to make sure it is secured.  


MEETING AT DALLAS HIGH SCHOOL WITH STUDENTS

Mr. Wyatt explained this topic was brought up after the LOC Conference, where we found many Councils around the state hold a Council meeting on their high school campus.  This gives our youth an opportunity to participate and ask questions.  Councilor Scroggin asked if the meeting would be held during the day.  Mr. Wyatt stated it would be during the day, probably on a Monday and take the place of a Monday night meeting.  Mayor Fairchild indicated the consensus is to move forward with this next year.

SENIOR CENTER FINAL REPORT

Mr. Wyatt reviewed the Senior Center Business Plan, made possible through a grant from Spirit Mountain.  This business plan will be attached to every grant application we submit, including the CDBG grant.  Councilor Lawson asked if they stuck with the age stipulation on the CDBG grant parameters.  Mr. Wyatt explained that when we draft the CDBG grant, there are some things we will need to work out with the State, but there will be an age stipulation of 55 and older.  Councilor Lawson asked if the stipulations preclude the Seniors from renting to other groups.  Mr. Shetterly stated the Senior Center will be for those residents 55 and older, but they can rent to other non-senior groups.

FORESTRY CREEK RESTORATION PROJECT

Mr. Wyatt explained the Rickreall Watershed Council will be applying for a technical assistance grant through OWEB as a partnership with the City of Dallas.  The application is due today, but the Council can always opt out.  The grant application requires a $7,500 cash match from the City plus our staff would provide technical assistance.  The total City portion, including staff time, would be about $12,000.    

Councilor Lamb stated the Council should look at this project as a way to provide a better environment in our community.  Councilor Shein asked how long it had been since the creek path was changed.  Councilor Lamb replied it was changed in the early 1970’s.  He explained the old creek path used to run through the area on Ellendale near the trailer park, through the City Park near the Japanese Garden, and hook up with Rickreall Creek there.  When the new development went in, the creek got diverted to the west side of Kingsborough Park and dumps into Rickreall Creek after an 8’ drop, which is not passable by fish.  Councilor Voves asked if the City budgeted for this, and if not, where the money would come from.  Mr. Wyatt stated the City did not anticipate this project, but this could be considered a sewer or storm drainage project so sewer money could be used.    Councilor Wilson asked if the staff had the time for the in-kind work.  Mr. Wyatt explained it would mostly be Kenn Carter’s time and he would have the time to help out on the project.  In response to a question, Councilor Lamb replied the approval is for the feasibility study to see if they should move forward.   The overall project to redirect Forestry Creek would be done with grant money, and possibly some in-kind staff help from the City.

Councilor Lamb made a motion to join in partnership with Rickreall Watershed Council to evaluate and design a means of providing fish passage to the upper reaches of Forestry Creek.  Councilor Scroggin declared a potential conflict of interest, as he owns property along the creek path.  The motion was duly seconded and CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY with Council President Ken Woods, Jr., Councilor Brian Dalton, Councilor Warren Lamb, Councilor Kevin Marshall, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor David Shein, Councilor Dave Voves, and Councilor LaVonne Wilson voting YES and Councilor Jackie Lawson abstaining.

BLUE GARDEN UPDATE

Mr. Wyatt indicated the Councilors had a copy of a letter from the property owner of the Blue Garden, Jennifer Goodman, who is in the audience.  He reviewed the staff report which outlined the options the Council had if they decided to go ahead and have the work done, and the estimates to complete the work.  Mr. Wyatt stated he had met with the property owner earlier in the day regarding the needed repairs.  He indicated everyone is ready to move forward and staff prefers the building owner do the repairs.  

Ms Goodman stated she was unaware of the list of six things she needed to complete.  She thought she was only supposed to clean up the property as part of the abatement.  She indicated she tried to get a roofing permit last week but was told they couldn’t issue it and she would have to come back.  Mr. Wyatt stated regarding the roofing permit, she needs to have a structural engineer look at the structure before a new roof can be installed.  Councilor Shein asked if when the building was declared a nuisance there was any way to link it to the property so it would show up on a title search.  Mr. Shetterly stated the nuisance declaration doesn’t affect the title, and it is the seller’s responsibility to disclose the fact that there is an issue with the building that may affect its value.  Mr. Shetterly indicated the Council could update the Code to require filing something with the County.

Mr. Wyatt indicated one suggestion is to come back at each Council meeting with an update of the progress, a timeframe, the structural engineer’s assessment, what’s been moved out, and so on.  He recommended having staff continue to work with the property owner and set some parameters for what we want done.  Mr. Shetterly stated the declaration of nuisance is still in place and if the Council ever determines progress has stopped, they can direct staff at that time to advertise to have the work finished.

Councilor Shein stated he would like to see a status report at every meeting with a fair amount of detail, including where things stand on the timeline, until the situation is resolved to everyone’s satisfaction.  In response to some discussion about the overall structural safety, Mr. Wyatt indicated the property owner and staff are both in agreement to have a structural engineer look at it.  Ms Goodman indicated that can be done as quickly as next week.  She added she can do emergency repairs to alleviate the issues at Brixius Jewelers.   Councilor Marshall asked if we did have something in place saying they couldn’t get a permit.  Mr. Wyatt explained that the City needed a report from a structural engineer to make sure the building was safe before the permit was issued.

Councilor Lamb indicated the Council should turn it back to Mr. Wyatt for a report every two weeks.  Councilor Wilson asked if it would be possible for Mr. Wyatt to provide updates to the Council on an ongoing basis.  Mr. Wyatt agreed to do that.  Councilor Voves stated that if he doesn’t see anything happen in the next two weeks, he will make a motion to go to the resolution and have staff take care of it.  Councilor Dalton stated the Council is asking for updates and if they get excellent cooperation, it will go very well for her and her restoration.  However, if there is avoidance, that doesn’t speak well to the situation.  

REPORT ON OCT 14, 2008 PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING

Mr. Wyatt indicated there were no land use items at the Planning Commission meeting, but they did some grant review and had discussion about the citizen involvement program.

DEPARTMENT REPORTS FOR THE MONTH OF SEPTEMBER

There were no questions on the department reports.

BILLS OF THE CITY FOR THE MONTH OF SEPTEMBER

There were no questions on the bills for the month of September.

OTHER 

COMMUNICATIONS AND PETITIONS

CHAMBER REQUEST FOR HALLOWEEN EVENTS

Mr. Wyatt indicated the City received a letter from the Chamber of Commerce regarding the “Trick-n-Treat” Halloween event that will once again be on the Morrison campus.  The Chamber will work with staff and the Police Department to coordinate the event.

PUBLIC HEARINGS

A PUBLIC HEARING ON THE TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM PLAN (TSP) AND ASSOCIATED COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AND DEVELOPMENT CODE AMENDMENTS.

Mayor Fairchild opened the public hearing at 8:04 PM.  

Mr. Locke stated the Planning Commission has recommended approval to the Council of this document and the Council has had two workshops on the document.  He reviewed what the TSP was and what it does for the City.  He discussed how it was developed with public involvement, and then reviewed the ten goals and objectives.  

Mr. Locke explained this will be adopted as a chapter of the Dallas Comprehensive Plan, supplanting all current transportation data, projects, language and policies.

Councilor Lamb indicated there was not a lot of money assigned for bike updates.  Mr. Locke explained that much of the bike updates are included with new roadways, so the money is allocated there.  Mr. Locke advised that they will have clearly mapped and marked bike paths in town because it is in the plan and it makes good sense.  He admitted the City hasn’t paid as much attention to bikes and pedestrians until now.

Councilor Scroggin stated he is concerned about the downtown and older sections of town.  He asked if there is any money available to improve the alley system.  Mr. Locke indicated that is not addressed in this document, because that is a maintenance item.  He stated unless the Council moves alleys to a higher priority, the City does not have a funding source for those repairs.  Mr. Wyatt explained that the City has approximately $200,000 per year for maintenance of all streets and we focus more on collectors and other high-traffic streets.  

Councilor Dalton mentioned that the City has a requirement for street trees, but there is no requirement for maintenance in this document.  He asked if other parts of the City Code cover the maintenance of street trees.  Mr. Wyatt explained that there are requirements in the Development Code separate from the TSP.  There was some discussion about what the Council can do if the Planning Commission does not represent the Council properly.  Mr. Shetterly explained the Council has the right to recall the appointment of anyone on the Planning Commission, and they can call up any decision for review.

Councilor Voves noted the TSP gives a lot of leeway to add or remove projects.  Mr. Locke explained that conditions may change and the City may decide things didn’t grow as we thought, so these projects can change.

Mayor Fairchild stated he is still concerned because the bicycle plan goes around the downtown and never addresses the downtown.  Mr. Locke indicated we do have constraints downtown in terms of the way it functions.  The question becomes how we get people to the downtown and once here, what they do with their bikes.  Mr. Locke noted this is one issue they are working on with the Main Street program.

Councilor Dalton asked if there is any mention of the Mill Street Bridge in the TSP, noting it would be one way to relieve the congestion at the North Dallas Intersection.  Mr. Wyatt stated he would go through and see where that is mentioned.

Jim Brown stated that when you look at the budget for bicycle improvements, it’s only $860,000, which gives the appearance that we aren’t bike-friendly.  He also noted it was odd that under road improvements in the 10-15 year range, it is $0.  

Mayor Fairchild closed the public hearing at 8:43 PM

Councilor Woods moved to approve the Transportation System Plan and the associated Comprehensive Plan and Development Code amendments and direct the staff to prepare the appropriate Ordinances for adoption.  The motion was duly seconded and CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY with Council President Ken Woods, Jr., Councilor Brian Dalton, Councilor Warren Lamb, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Councilor Kevin Marshall, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor David Shein, Councilor Dave Voves, and Councilor LaVonne Wilson voting YES.

RESOLUTIONS

Resolution No. 3173:  A Resolution adopting an Identity Theft Prevention Program pursuant to the Oregon Identity Theft Protection Act of 2007 and the Federal Fair and Accurate Credit Transactions Act.

A roll call vote was taken and Mayor Fairchild declared Resolution No. 3173 to have PASSED BY A UNANIMOUS VOTE with Council President Ken Woods, Jr., Councilor Brian Dalton, Councilor Warren Lamb, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Councilor Kevin Marshall, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor David Shein, Councilor Dave Voves, and Councilor LaVonne Wilson voting YES.

Resolution No. 3174:  A Resolution declaring the City of Dallas’ intent to apply for a Community Development Block Grant through the Oregon Economic & Community Development Department and authorizing the City Manager to submit and sign an application.

A roll call vote was taken and Mayor Fairchild declared Resolution No. 3174 to have PASSED BY A UNANIMOUS VOTE with Council President Ken Woods, Jr., Councilor Brian Dalton, Councilor Warren Lamb, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Councilor Kevin Marshall, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor David Shein, Councilor Dave Voves, and Councilor LaVonne Wilson voting YES.

FIRST READING OF ORDINANCE

SECOND READING OF ORDINANCE

Ordinance No. 1692: An Ordinance establishing off-leash dog park regulations; and amending DCC 5.428.

Mayor Fairchild declared Ordinance No. 1692 to have passed its second reading.  A roll call vote was taken and Mayor Fairchild declared Ordinance No. 1692 to have PASSED BY A UNANIMOUS VOTE with Council President Ken Woods, Jr., Councilor Brian Dalton, Councilor Warren Lamb, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Councilor Kevin Marshall, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor David Shein, Councilor Dave Voves, and Councilor LaVonne Wilson   voting YES.

OTHER BUSINESS

Councilor Shein stated that alleys were discussed in the TSP discussion and the Council Committees had some conversations about the alley between Washington and Oak and the possibility of turning that into a one-way alley.  Mr. Wyatt stated an ordinance would be passed to that affect before the first of the year.

Councilor Voves indicated that had the public hearing been held at 7:00 all the audience members would have been present and probably would have had comments to share regarding the TSP.
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 8:49 p.m.

Read and approved this _______ day of _________________________ 2008.
















_______________________________________

                                     Mayor

ATTEST:

_________________________________________


City Manager

