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DALLAS CITY COUNCIL

Monday, November 3, 2008

Council Chambers

The Dallas City Council met in regular session on Monday, November 3, 2008, at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers of City Hall with Mayor Fairchild presiding. 

ROLL CALL
Council members present were:  Council President Ken Woods, Jr., Councilor Brian Dalton, Councilor Warren Lamb, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Councilor Kevin Marshall, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor David Shein, Councilor Dave Voves, and Councilor LaVonne Wilson.  

Also present were:  City Manager Jerry Wyatt, City Attorney Lane Shetterly, Interim Police Chief Tom Simpson, Public Works Director Fred Braun, Community Development Director Jason Locke, Planner I John Swanson, Fire Chief Bill Hahn, and Recording Secretary Emily Gagner.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG

Mayor Fairchild led the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Mayor Fairchild declared the minutes of the October 20, 2008, Council meeting approved as presented.

REPORTS OR COMMENTS FROM COUNCIL MEMBERS

COMMITTEE REPORTS OF OCTOBER 27, 2008

Building and Grounds Committee Meeting – Councilor Warren Lamb, Chair 

Councilor Lamb stated it was a short agenda, noting Mr. Locke provided a good report, which was included in the minutes.   

Public Works Committee Meeting – Councilor Jackie Lawson, Chair

Councilor Lawson stated there was a planting event in Rotary Park and thirty volunteers showed up to help plant donations from three area nurseries.  Staff has submitted a grant application for the ASR Cycle 7 testing and an application for an Economic Development Grant of $3 million for a $3.5 million project on Monmouth Cutoff Road between Uglow and Godsey.

Councilor Shein asked for more information regarding the Levens Street Bridge and the difference of opinion with the contractor.  Mr. Shetterly indicated he sent a letter giving them until Friday of this week to respond.  The contractor claims it was a design defect, but the contract is very clear about the requirements for the fill under the approach slabs.  It looks like they did not submit evidence that they were testing the soil compaction as required.  Mr. Shetterly explained that failing a favorable response from the contractor, the City will contract to have the bridge repaired and go after the original contractor to pay the bill.

Councilor Lawson noted the Committee had a number of people from Walnut Avenue come to the meeting.  The conclusion of the Committee was that they took the appropriate action a year ago when this item was initially brought before the committee.  There have been no accidents that would have been mitigated with the stop sign the neighborhood requested.  She explained some interim solutions the Committee discussed, including striping down the center of the road and lending residents the radar gun to monitor speed.  Mr. Wyatt indicated staff could also track the speed of the traffic with the traffic counter and place the speed trailer in the neighborhood.  

MAYOR’S MONTHLY REPORT FOR OCTOBER

There were no questions about the Mayor’s monthly report for October.

Mayor Fairchild stated he was reappointed to the League of Oregon Cities Oregon State Community Development Committee representing part of the League of Oregon Cities (LOC).  The committee met today and is working to be proactive getting things developed.  He indicated they got an interesting financial report from the state regarding the forecast.  It isn’t pretty, but it isn’t as bad as the states around us.    

QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE

There were no questions or comments from the audience.

PUBLIC HEARINGS

A PUBLIC HEARING ON THE AQUATIC CENTER ENERGY EFFICIENCY MEASURES REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL EXEMPTION

Mayor Fairchild opened the public hearing at 7:13 PM. 

Mr. Locke indicated this was a follow-up on the discussion regarding implementation of energy efficiency measures at the Dallas Aquatic Center.  He explained that when the Council directed staff to prepare the Request for Proposal (RFP), staff realized that we would have to prepare some findings and request an exemption from competitive bidding per our City Code and Oregon Revised Statutes.  Mr. Locke stated the council packet includes the notice that was published and the proposed findings supporting the exemption from competitive bidding requirements and use of the RFP design/build method of procurement for those energy efficiency measures.  Staff has developed findings that relate to requirements in our Municipal Code for an exemption, which include items such as not excluding companies, retaining a high level of competition, and potential significant cost savings using this process.  Staff feels the design/build process will give a better, more integrated product at a lower cost.  He stated there are a number of companies that have expressed interest in bidding.  He stated staff is requesting that Council direct staff to prepare a resolution adopting the findings for the exemption.

There was no testimony from the public or the Council.  Mayor Fairchild closed the public hearing at 7:16 PM.

Councilor Shein moved to direct staff to prepare a resolution adopting the proposed findings for the project.  The motion was duly seconded and CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY with Council President Ken Woods, Jr., Councilor Brian Dalton, Councilor Warren Lamb, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Councilor Kevin Marshall, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor David Shein, Councilor Dave Voves, and Councilor LaVonne Wilson voting YES.

REPORTS OF SPECIAL COMMITTEES AND CITY OFFICER

CENSUS 2010

Mr. Wyatt stated staff is involved directly in providing information to the census bureau.  

Mr. Locke stated the federal government conducts a census every year, in which they acquire a variety of information.  In the last two censuses, they have increased their partnership with local governments to make sure they get an accurate count.  Mr. Locke introduced Gladys Romero from the U.S. Census Bureau.  

Gladys Romero, Partnership Specialist for the U.S. Census Bureau, stated they are required by the Constitution to conduct a count of the population every ten years.  They have done this since 1790 in the years ending in 0.  She indicated more than $300 billion is allocated each year in federal funds based on the census, including funding for housing, social services and education.  The census data also determines how many seats each state holds in Congress.    

Ms. Romero stated the reason she was here was to ask for help.  First, she asked the Council to issue a proclamation in support of Census 2010.  Second, she asked the Council to form a Complete Count Committee, which would be formed by representatives of all people in Dallas that are leaders that could spread the word that the census is safe and everyone should participate.  She noted there have been some changes for Census 2010, including the elimination of the long form.  

Ms. Romero provided a sample of the census proclamation and a guide for the Complete Count Committee.  

Mayor Fairchild indicated that the census results are very important when the city applies for grants and other funding.  He stated he and Mr. Locke would work together on Census 2010.

Councilor Dalton asked when the information would be made available from the 2010 Census.  Ms. Romero stated the President must have the information by December 31, 2010 and the final releases come out in April or May 2011. 

Ms. Romero stated she is looking forward to working with the City of Dallas. 

DOWNTOWN TASK FORCE UPDATE

Mr. Wyatt explained that John Swanson is the staff person working with the Downtown Task Force.  He noted they didn’t realize their last meeting was only four days before the Council meeting, so they will present their full report at the next meeting.

Mr. Swanson thanked each of the eleven members of the task force, who met three times in the past month in a roundtable format.  He indicated there is plenty of work to be done in the downtown right now.  Mr. Swanson then reviewed the recommendations of the Task Force.  

Councilor Shein stated he would like someone to inventory the overhead wires that are unnecessary, which is an aesthetic issue.  Mr. Swanson indicated that is one of the items on the complete list generated by the task force.

Councilor Dalton indicated it would be useful if we could assign responsibility to get the work done with as much specificity as possible.  It’s critical to get these tasks done.

Councilor Lamb asked who the task force reports to.  Mr. Swanson stated the City Manager asked the task force to look at the key issues in the downtown for a limited time.  They did a lot of work in the month of October and are asking for authorization to continue the work possibly through the end of the year.   Councilor Lamb stated he sees giving the task force to the end of the year and then giving the Council something to look at.

Councilor Scroggin stated he agrees with Councilor Dalton.  On his list, he has identified which issues are City, County, Chamber or other organization.  He stated if he doesn’t see anything happening on these items, he doesn’t want to be involved.

Councilor Wilson indicated she doesn’t believe the task of the task force was necessarily to identify who would do the items, but to make recommendations to the Council.  The Council should then decide who will complete the tasks.  She stated the task force’s work was outstanding in the sense that things were brought out that were possibly not previously identified.  She noted there was a very good sharing of ideas, but they need more time to cement things.  She explained that anything that comes out of the task force will be run through the Council.  

Councilor Lamb stated he appreciates the time people put into this, but what they did is something that has been addressed by other committees but never communicated.  The Commercial Core Committee accomplished a lot of this that was never addressed.  Councilor Wilson stated that hopefully this will be the time these things do get addressed.

Councilor Shein reinforced that this is all good, but unless it translates into tangible action it is not much use.  Councilor Wilson stated it is the Council’s responsibility to take the lead and they may not have done that in the past.

Councilor Marshall stated that this task force sounds like it covered a broader spectrum than some of the other committees who only looked at park benches or the core area.  He indicated it seems like a good approach.

Council President Woods stated he would hope someday the City would include all aspects of the business community.  He indicated we tried doing this in the ‘80’s and there was a separation between North Dallas and the downtown, but it is one business community.  North Dallas is the entrance to downtown Dallas and if it’s not pretty and filled up, people won’t come downtown.  He would like to see a North Dallas or Phase 2 of the business district to try to make it all work together and not have any separation.  Mr. Wyatt indicated one Council goal is to improve the entrances into our community.

BLUE GARDEN UPDATE

Mr. Wyatt stated that right after the last Council meeting, he did make contact with Ms. Goodman and he has made sure she hired a structural engineer.  She can now obtain a roofing permit and he anticipates within the next few days it will be issued.  Mr. Wyatt stated staff is working on helping the adjacent properties now.   City crews have been out with the rains and Forbes was called to clean out the drains from the alley to the storm line. Roofing material has been delivered to the Blue Garden site and the owner is very interested in getting the building completed.  Mr. Wyatt indicated Ms. Goodman wanted to tell the Council that we have her attention and her intention is to have a viable business in Dallas.  

Councilor Shein asked how long it would be to complete the work once the roofing permit is issued.  Mr. Wyatt stated they can start immediately, but it depends on the crew when it is completed.  Mr. Wyatt stated he will keep in contact with Ms. Goodman.

Councilor Dalton stated the building is already saturated with water and asked if there was any way to address the probable mold problem.  Mr. Shetterly stated the Council has no jurisdiction in the mold arena.  Mr. Wyatt stated the health inspector can say it is unhealthy.  

OTHER 

COMMUNICATIONS AND PETITIONS

RESOLUTIONS

FIRST READING OF ORDINANCE

SECOND READING OF ORDINANCE

OTHER BUSINESS

Mayor Fairchild stated he had talked with Val Unger at Polk County and if anyone is interested in election returns, they will be available within a few minutes after 8:00 Tuesday night.

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 8:08 p.m.

Read and approved this _______ day of _________________________ 2008.
















_______________________________________

                                     Mayor

ATTEST:

_________________________________________


City Manager


