City Council Meeting

November 17, 2008

Page 3 


DALLAS CITY COUNCIL

Monday, November 17, 2008

Council Chambers

The Dallas City Council met in regular session on Monday, November 17, 2008, at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers of City Hall with Mayor Fairchild presiding. 

ROLL CALL
Council members present were:  Council President Ken Woods, Jr., Councilor Brian Dalton, Councilor Warren Lamb, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Councilor Kevin Marshall, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor David Shein, Councilor Dave Voves, and Councilor LaVonne Wilson.  

Also present were:  City Manager Jerry Wyatt, City Attorney Lane Shetterly, Assistant City Manager Kim Marr, Interim Police Chief Tom Simpson, Public Works Director Fred Braun, Community Development Director Jason Locke, Fire Chief Bill Hahn, Interim Finance Director Andy Parks, and Recording Secretary Emily Gagner.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG

Mayor Fairchild led the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Mayor Fairchild declared the minutes of the November 3, 2008, Council meeting approved as presented with two minor spelling corrections.  

SWEARING IN NEW OFFICERS

Interim Police Chief Tom Simpson introduced the two newest police officers, Sunny McKnight and James Wadsworth.  He explained that Officer Wadsworth is totally new to police work and Officer McKnight comes to Dallas with 12 years experience with the Salem Police Department.  Interim Chief Simpson swore in the new officers.  Mayor Fairchild welcomed Officer Wadsworth and Officer McKnight on behalf of the Council.  

REPORTS OR COMMENTS FROM COUNCIL MEMBERS

Mayor Fairchild reported that he and Councilor Marshall just got back from the National League of Cities Conference in Orlando.  He noted they got some useful information on sustainability.  They will share that and other information with the staff and Council as they get an opportunity.

Warren Lamb indicated that as the Council Representative on the Rickreall Watershed Council, he attended the Oregon Water Enhancement Board (OWEB) Conference in Eugene.  He stated it was a great conference that dealt mostly with global warming and climate change and how that will affect cities, counties, and watersheds.  

Councilor Dalton stated the Dallas Cleanup Crew recently coordinated the removal of the old lifts from the old Wally’s Garage lot at the corner of Main and Washington Streets, which eliminated the trip hazard there.   

COUNCIL PRESIDENT’S MONTHLY REPORT FOR OCTOBER

There were no questions about the Council President’s monthly report for October.

QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE

There were no questions or comments from the audience.

PUBLIC HEARINGS

REPORTS OF SPECIAL COMMITTEES AND CITY OFFICER

QUARTERLY BUDGET REPORT

Mr. Wyatt asked the Interim Finance Director, Andy Parks, to discuss the quarterly budget report.  

Mr. Parks stated the report provided is the first effort to make some enhancements in the financial reporting for the Council.  He indicated that he was unable to provide the level of analysis he would normally provide due to his limited time with the City.  He advised that it is a report on a fund-by-fund basis of revenue and spending for the first quarter of the fiscal year.  Mr. Parks noted there were few funds that had any significant changes, and for those that did he will report back to the Council with more details at a later meeting.
Mayor Fairchild asked if Mr. Parks saw anything waving a red flag.  Mr. Parks said that at this point, nothing jumps out at him.

Councilor Scroggin asked where the City is on the outside audit cycle.  Mr. Wyatt explained the City has an annual audit and that is concluded.  Mr. Parks indicated the auditor has all the information he needs.  Councilor Wilson asked if the audit report will be completed in December.  Mr. Parks responded the he can’t see any reason why it wouldn’t.

COMMUNITY HOLIDAY FEED

Mr. Wyatt stated that one of the staff’s goals is to give back to the community, and they have decided to host a holiday feed for those members of our community in need this holiday season.  He indicated he has been working with PJ Johnson at the Dallas Resource Center and she will be distributing tickets to those in need.  Mr. Wyatt reported that there will be minimal impact to the City.  City staff will prepare the dinner, decorate, serve, and clean up.    Mr. Wyatt encouraged the Councilors to help if they were interested.
ADOPTION OF CITY MANAGER EVALUATION PROCESS

Mayor Fairchild asked the Councilors if there were any changes needed to the current form.  

Councilor Wilson moved to affirm the City Manager’s evaluation process using the previously approved performance evaluation form.  The motion was duly seconded and CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY with Council President Ken Woods, Jr., Councilor Brian Dalton, Councilor Warren Lamb, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Councilor Kevin Marshall, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor David Shein, Councilor Dave Voves, and Councilor LaVonne Wilson voting YES.
DOWNTOWN TASK FORCE REPORT

Mr. Wyatt stated the Task Force is not ready to present the final report, but they will have a final report at a meeting in January.  Councilor Scroggin stated he would prefer the report come to the second January Council meeting.  Councilor Lawson asked if that meant there would be no action taken until January.  Mr. Wyatt explained that when items are identified as the City’s responsibility to correct, we can take care of those immediately.

Council President Woods noted that we want to include the other areas of town.  He would like to change the name to just “Task Force” so that once they are done with the downtown, they can look at other areas of town.  Councilor Wilson explained that the main purpose of the Downtown Task Force was to look at the downtown on items having to do with code enforcement.  What will come out of the final report will encompass the rest of the town.  Councilor Wilson noted there are so many negligent areas downtown.  Councilor Scroggin stated the Downtown Task Force dovetailed with what the Urban Renewal District is doing.  They were looking at a short time frame to get in, work on projects, and get out.  Now the Council is looking at an expanding time frame and more areas.  Councilor Scroggin commented that they could change it from the Downtown Task Force to the City of Dallas Task Force.  Mr. Wyatt indicated that each commercial area is different with its own unique challenges.  Councilor Voves stated he would like to change the name of the Task Force to encompass what everyone is talking about.  Councilor Scroggin explained that he would like the Task Force to finish what was started because the group is made up of people from the downtown area.  After that is done, then the Council could look at expanding it.  He noted it would not be helpful to have a bunch of new people join the group a month before they finish up.  Councilor Shein agreed with Councilor Scroggin, noting the group was created to focus on one thing - the downtown.  Councilor Dalton noted that if the group is allowed to finish what they started, they may have recommendations to improve the process next time.  He advised the group could focus on the commercial areas of town; they could start with the downtown, then North Dallas, then the commercial nodes.

Councilor Scroggin commented that the Corvallis Mayor has talked about their city’s Business Association and it is always us versus them with the downtown businesses and other businesses.  He hopes Dallas doesn’t develop that way.  He advised there is a need for a business association that includes businesses from Ellendale Avenue, downtown, and the commercial nodes.

Mayor Fairchild recommended letting the Task Force finish this project and then they can add the other commercial areas.  They could work on creating a more cohesive unit throughout the extended commercial district.  Councilor Shein asked if we would continue to use the same group.  He noted as they focus on each section of town they will want to include different people.  He thinks the group needs to focus on one area at a time.

Councilor Wilson indicated they have good representation with John Swanson and Chelsea Pope.  She recommended having a few members that continue with each area.    

REPORT ON THE NOVEMBER 12, 2008 PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING

Mr. Wyatt reviewed the items on the November 12, 2008, Planning Commission meeting.  

CODE ASSISTANCE WORKSHOP

Mr. Wyatt stated staff is recommending holding a joint City Council / Planning Commission workshop.  Staff has been looking at the Dallas Development Code to make sure it is consistent with the Comprehensive Plan.  As we look at the Code, we need to think how we want future growth to occur.  Mr. Wyatt indicated we would like to have the joint workshop on December 4 from 6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.  Council President Woods is unable to attend, but all the other Councilors were okay with that date and time.  Mr. Wyatt indicated he would try to have a follow-up review of what was covered.

DEPARTMENT REPORTS FOR THE MONTH OF OCTOBER

Councilor Wilson complimented the Dallas Aquatic Center staff and Mr. Locke for the positive results there.  Councilor Scroggin noted the Dallas Aquatic Center is really being used for rehabilitation and he thinks there are not enough handicap parking spaces.  He frequently sees people in wheelchairs and walkers having to park in all areas of the parking lot.  Councilor Shein stated he has been getting comments that the public sees the Aquatic Center as a much more dynamic facility.   

Councilor Wilson asked if the Community Programs section of the Police report was new.  Interim Police Chief Simpson stated CSO Jennifer Croll has really been able to energize the programs implemented in the mid-90’s and she is doing a great job for us.   

BLUE GARDEN UPDATE

Mr. Wyatt indicated he has been in contact with the owner.  The sewer lines were flushed and are now open so water can drain in the back.  The owner does have the structural engineer report completed so they can come in any day for their roofing permit.  The owner is still trying to find a contractor, so as we move forward, it’s slow.  The Building Official will be calling the owner tomorrow to walk her through the processes that can be done immediately.  The City doesn’t make recommendations for contractors, but we can give the owner a list of contractors in Dallas that do that type of work.  Mayor Fairchild stated we need to tell her we’ll do the work if she doesn’t.  Mr. Wyatt indicated that the City would be in the same boat needing to find a contractor.  He stated the City is helping her as much as we can.  

Councilor Shein clarified that the Dangerous Building Resolution is in force and can be used any time.  He stated at the last meeting she was going to get a permit any day and now two weeks later she still doesn’t have a permit.  At some point there’s got to be a line in the sand where the City takes over.  Mr. Wyatt indicated the owner won’t share her structural engineers report so if we took over, we would have to hire a structural engineer and get a new report.  Mr. Wyatt acknowledged this process is frustrating and takes a lot of time, but at this point it’s in our best interest to help her get a contractor.  
Councilor Shein stated that by the next meeting, he wants to see progress on the roof.  Mr. Wyatt stated we can tell her the roof needs to be on by the next Council meeting.  Councilor Lawson commented that it may be really hard to have it done in two weeks.  Her biggest concern is if the City has mitigated the problems with the neighboring properties and the water issues.  Councilor Marshall stated she needs to show substantive and continual progress per Jerry’s approval by the next meeting.  

Bob Brixius stated that last Wednesday he probably had 10 gallons of water on the floor in the low spots.  He noted the longer it rains, the more the water builds up in the walls and he is starting to have flooring problems.  

Councilor Scroggin stated if there is no progress by the next Council meeting, the Council has to do something.  Councilor Dalton asked if given her response, would it be wise to invest a little effort to get our steps started on the off chance that we need to take care of it.  Mr. Wyatt stated if the Council wants to fix the building, they should just fix the building; he doesn’t want to prepare for something that may or may not happen.  Councilor Shein recommended having a drop-dead date and state the owner must have a permit and have the work under way by the next Council meeting.  Councilor Wilson indicated she hates to see the City take over, because once we’re into it there is the liability.  Mr. Shetterly agreed there would be liability if the City took over.  Councilor Marshall asked for a dollar amount.  Mr. Wyatt stated he would have all that information at the next meeting if she hasn’t started.    

COUNCIL PHOTO

Mr. Wyatt indicated the Council needs a new group photo.  He stated the photographer is available at the January 20 or February 2 meeting.  After some discussion, it was decided that February 2 would work best.  Mr. Wyatt stated the Council must be at the Council Chambers by 6:30 p.m.

OTHER 

COMMUNICATIONS AND PETITIONS

OLCC APPLICATION – CAPRICORN CATERING

Mr. Wyatt stated this is a request for an OLCC license for Capricorn Catering for his off-premise sales.  

Councilor Dalton moved to recommend to the OLCC to grant the license for a new business at 1635 SE Miller Avenue for Capricorn Catering.  The motion was duly seconded and CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY with Council President Ken Woods, Jr., Councilor Brian Dalton, Councilor Warren Lamb, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Councilor Kevin Marshall, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor David Shein, Councilor Dave Voves, and Councilor LaVonne Wilson voting YES.
LETTER FROM CHAMBER REGARDING TREE LIGHTING

Mr. Wyatt stated Chelsea Pope of the Chamber of Commerce has submitted a letter for the annual Christmas tree lighting for Friday, December 5.  It includes the usual request for no parking and a police escort for Santa.  

Councilor Lawson moved to have the City Manager work with the Chamber to facilitate the Tree Lighting event.  The motion was duly seconded and CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY with Council President Ken Woods, Jr., Councilor Brian Dalton, Councilor Warren Lamb, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Councilor Kevin Marshall, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor David Shein, Councilor Dave Voves, and Councilor LaVonne Wilson voting YES.

RESOLUTIONS

Resolution No. 3175:  A Resolution approving an exemption from competitive bidding for the design and installation of certain systems and components at the Dallas Aquatic Center.

A roll call vote was taken and Mayor Fairchild declared Resolution No. 3175 to have PASSED BY A UNANIMOUS VOTE with Council President Ken Woods, Jr., Councilor Brian Dalton, Councilor Warren Lamb, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Councilor Kevin Marshall, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor David Shein, Councilor Dave Voves, and Councilor LaVonne Wilson voting YES.

FIRST READING OF ORDINANCE

Ordinance No. 1693: An Ordinance adopting the Transportation System Plan (TSP), Volume 1, Sections 1-8, and Volume II, Appendices, dated November 17, 2008, as a chapter of the Dallas Comprehensive Plan and repealing current transportation data, projects, language and policies.

Mr. Wyatt stated this is the Ordinance that was reviewed with the TSP.  At the conclusion of the TSP public hearing, Council directed staff to add additional bike routes and add a bridge at Mill Street, which they did. 

Mayor Fairchild declared Ordinance 1693 to have passed its first reading.

Ordinance No. 1694: An Ordinance adopting amendments to the Dallas Development Code.

Mayor Fairchild declared Ordinance 1694 to have passed its first reading.

SECOND READING OF ORDINANCE

OTHER BUSINESS
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 8:19 p.m.

Read and approved this _______ day of _________________________ 2008.
















_______________________________________

                                     Mayor

ATTEST:

_________________________________________


City Manager

