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DALLAS CITY COUNCIL

Monday, December 1, 2008

Council Chambers

The Dallas City Council met in regular session on Monday, December 1, 2008, at 7:01 p.m. in the Council Chambers of City Hall with Mayor Fairchild presiding. 

ROLL CALL
Council members present were:  Council President Ken Woods, Jr., Councilor Brian Dalton, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Councilor Kevin Marshall, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor David Shein, Councilor Dave Voves, and Councilor LaVonne Wilson.  Members excused:  Councilor Warren Lamb.
Also present were:  City Manager Jerry Wyatt, City Attorney Lane Shetterly, Assistant City Manager Kim Marr, Public Works Director Fred Braun, Community Development Director Jason Locke, and Recording Secretary Emily Gagner.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG

Mayor Fairchild led the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Mayor Fairchild declared the minutes of the November 17, 2008, Council meeting approved as presented.  

REPORTS OR COMMENTS FROM COUNCIL MEMBERS

Mayor Fairchild reported that the City received a plaque from the National League of Cities signifying the City has been a member for 25 years.  

Councilor Dalton reminded everyone of the Christmas tree lighting on Friday at the Courthouse.  

COMMITTEE REPORTS OF November 24, 2008

Administrative Committee Meeting – Councilor Kevin Marshall, Chair 

Councilor Marshall reviewed the agenda from the Administrative Committee, noting there were no action items.      

Public Safety Committee Meeting – Councilor David Shein, Chair
Councilor Shein reviewed several items from the Public Safety Committee agenda that could result in future Council action.  He first discussed downtown residence parking permits, which would provide parking permits for those people who live downtown.  Staff will research this further and come back to the Committee with a specific proposal.  The next item was a change in the ordinance for exemptions for service vehicles or patrons parking downtown.  He indicated the Police Chief has traditionally done these exemptions, but staff found recently that there is no actual authority for anyone other than the Council to issue those waivers.  Staff will prepare a draft ordinance to bring to the full Council.  Councilor Shein next discussed the background check format and procedure.  He stated the City has a written policy, but for legal reasons, we must have an ordinance.  He indicated there is a first reading of the ordinance tonight to put into Code what we already do by policy.  Councilor Shein reported there was discussion about a medication round-up to keep old medicines out of the sewer system.  Staff will research and report back to the Committee.  Councilor Shein advised that the City has received some complaints about people feeding wild animals within city limits, particularly a flock of turkeys on the north end of town.  He stated there is a limited amount the City can do, but they can make it unlawful to feed wild animals.  Staff will be doing some research and come back to the full Council with a report and draft ordinance.  Councilor Shein reported that the new ambulance the City ordered is going to be late due to problems in the supply chain.  The supplier is securing the City a loaner vehicle similar to the one they are building for us, from Springfield.  Councilor Shein indicated the Fire Chief is looking into the idea of banning backyard burning within the City limits.  He will do further research and bring a proposal back to the Council.

Councilor Scroggin commented that an individual came to talk to Rotary that was with an organization that collects old medications and gives them to those who can’t afford to pay for medication.  He would like to see the City look into a program like that.  Mr. Wyatt indicated the City plans to incinerate the medication.  

Councilor Scroggin asked if the City could do something in the wild animal ordinance to help with the feral cat problem in the City.  City Attorney Shetterly indicated it would be difficult to define feral cats, as they are the same species as house cats, and the City does not license cats. 
Councilor Voves stated he has seen reports that other cities have been able to do something with the turkey problem, and wondered why Dallas can’t.  City Attorney Shetterly stated his understanding is that Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife (ODF&W) will trap the birds, but they want to see initiative on the City’s part too.   He indicated he has a draft of a feeding ordinance ready and stated anything the City does will be coordinated with ODF&W.  Mr. Wyatt advised staff will bring the no-feed ordinance to Council and contact ODF&W.  

Councilor Lawson asked if the new ambulance is a replacement or additional vehicle.  Mr. Wyatt stated it is a replacement.  Councilor Lawson asked why we are getting a used loaner if we are just replacing a vehicle.  Mr. Wyatt stated the loaner is newer than ours and is the same model as the one we will be getting.  

Councilor Lawson asked, regarding the downtown parking permit, if there weren’t lots behind the buildings downtown available for the residents, and if so, why the City is providing parking permits.  Mr. Wyatt explained many of those lots are private property.  Councilor Lawson asked why these residents will be allowed to take away business parking.  Councilor Shein explained these permits will be very limited, and also, not every business has parking behind the building.  Councilor Dalton indicated the permits would not be allowed on Main Street, but around the corners.  Councilor Lawson asked what the justification is.  Mayor Fairchild indicated that is why staff will be coming back with a full report.  Councilor Shein stated that is why this topic is not an action item at tonight’s meeting.

QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE

There were no questions or comments from the audience.

PUBLIC HEARINGS

REPORTS OF SPECIAL COMMITTEES AND CITY OFFICER

CANVASS ELECTION RESULTS

Mr. Wyatt stated the Charter requires canvassing, or accepting, the election results.  He then reviewed those results.  
Council President Woods moved to accept the election results of the November 4, 2008, election.  The motion was duly seconded and CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY with Council President Ken Woods, Jr., Councilor Brian Dalton, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Councilor Kevin Marshall, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor David Shein, Councilor Dave Voves, and Councilor LaVonne Wilson voting YES.

PRELIMINARY 2008 POPULATION ESTIMATE

Mr. Wyatt explained this item is just for the Council’s information.  The July 1, 2008 population estimate is 15,375.

PARK RESERVATIONS

Mr. Wyatt explained we have received a number of requests for inflatables in the park.  Staff is also suggesting an increase in the fee for large groups due to increased costs to the City for garbage.  With an increased fee, staff can get more garbage containers.

Council President Woods asked what the inflatable policy would be.  Mr. Wyatt explained it would set a time for setup and take down of the inflatables and ensure they were located in a specific place.  Council President Woods asked if the City would require a certificate of insurance.  Mr. Wyatt stated we would.  

Councilor Scroggin moved to direct the City Manager to implement the policy and associated deposit for the use of inflatables within the Dallas City Park and implement an additional fee for large groups using the reservation system.  The motion was duly seconded and CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY with Council President Ken Woods, Jr., Councilor Brian Dalton, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Councilor Kevin Marshall, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor David Shein, Councilor Dave Voves, and Councilor LaVonne Wilson voting YES.

BLUE GARDEN UPDATE

Mr. Wyatt stated he has been working with the property owner and the building official has been on site.  Staff has issued the final permit for work.  The owner has been doing demolition work, removed all the duct work, and added sheathing and structural bracing.  They can now move forward with the structural membrane construction.  Mr. Wyatt indicated the owners of the Blue Garden have worked with Mr. Brixius to resolve his water issues. Councilor Shein asked for notification when the roof is actually in place.      

OTHER 

Mr. Wyatt reminded the Council of the joint City Council/Planning Commission workshop on Thursday, December 4 from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m.  

Mr. Wyatt indicated the next Council workshop on December 10 would review EMS and the fire bond.
COMMUNICATIONS AND PETITIONS

APPLICATION FOR TAXI CAB BUSINESS LICENSE – AFFORDABLE TAXI

Mr. Wyatt stated this request was withdrawn.  

OTHER 

Mr. Wyatt noted the Council received an invitation for a ribbon cutting ceremony on Friday for the unveiling of the first traffic helicopter in Salem.
RESOLUTIONS

FIRST READING OF ORDINANCE

Ordinance No. 1695: An Ordinance establishing criminal background check policies concerning applicants for employment, appointed volunteers and others; and declaring an emergency.

Mr. Wyatt stated this is the ordinance recommended by public safety subcommittee. 

Mayor Fairchild declared Ordinance 1695 to have passed its first reading.

SECOND READING OF ORDINANCE

Ordinance No. 1693: An Ordinance adopting the Transportation System Plan (TSP), Volume I, Sections 1-8, and Volume II, Appendices, dated November 17, 2008, as a chapter of the Dallas Comprehensive Plan and repealing current transportation data, projects, language and policies.

Mayor Fairchild declared Ordinance No. 1693 to have passed its second reading.  A roll call vote was taken and Mayor Fairchild declared Ordinance No. 1693 to have PASSED BY A UNANIMOUS VOTE with Council President Ken Woods, Jr., Councilor Brian Dalton, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Councilor Kevin Marshall, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor David Shein, Councilor Dave Voves, and Councilor LaVonne Wilson voting YES.

Ordinance No. 1694: An Ordinance adopting amendments to the Dallas Development Code.

Mayor Fairchild declared Ordinance No. 1694 to have passed its second reading.  A roll call vote was taken and Mayor Fairchild declared Ordinance No. 1694 to have PASSED BY A UNANIMOUS VOTE with Council President Ken Woods, Jr., Councilor Brian Dalton, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Councilor Kevin Marshall, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor David Shein, Councilor Dave Voves, and Councilor LaVonne Wilson voting YES.

OTHER BUSINESS

Councilor Scroggin passed out a paper that spelled out something he’s thought about for a while.  He stated it was a proposal for discussion about the way the Council selects a Council President. He indicated he has met with the City Attorney and the City Manager, and has looked at the City Charter.    His proposal is that at the first meeting in the odd year, the Council will elect the person who has been on the Council the longest.  The next odd year, they would elect the person who has been on the Council the next longest amount of time, if that person so chooses to serve as Council President.  As new people join the Council, they would be added to the end of the seniority list.  Councilor Scroggin indicated that if the Council chooses to follow this agreement, it cannot be binding.  Councilor Shein stated some people would have to wait 18 years to be elected the Council President.  Councilor Scroggin stated there are probably several members of the Council that won’t want to be president.  He added that people may leave the Council, which will also bump people up on seniority.  Councilor Voves clarified that the proposal would not preclude someone from voting for someone else.  Councilor Scroggin stated that is correct.    

Mayor Fairchild advised the Council to think about the proposal and stated they can discuss it further at another meeting or at a workshop.

The meeting was recessed at 8:00 p.m. for executive session to evaluate the City Manager.
Mayor Fairchild reconvened the Council meeting at 8:34 p.m.

Council President Woods stated everyone is pleased with Mr. Wyatt’s performance.

Council President Woods moved to renew the City Manager’s contract with an increase from 3% to 6% in his deferred compensation contribution.  The motion was duly seconded and CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY with Council President Ken Woods, Jr., Councilor Brian Dalton, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Councilor Kevin Marshall, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor David Shein, Councilor Dave Voves, and Councilor LaVonne Wilson voting YES.  

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 8:40 p.m.

Read and approved this _______ day of _________________________ 2008.
















_______________________________________

                                     Mayor

ATTEST:

_________________________________________


City Manager

