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DALLAS CITY COUNCIL

Tuesday January 20, 2009

Council Chambers

The Dallas City Council met in regular session on Tuesday, January 20, 2009, at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers of City Hall with Mayor Fairchild presiding. 

ROLL CALL
Council members present were:  Council President Brian Dalton, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor David Shein, Councilor Dave Voves, and Councilor LaVonne Wilson.  Council members excused were:  Councilor Warren Lamb, Councilor Kevin Marshall, and Councilor Ken Woods, Jr.

Also present were:  City Manager Jerry Wyatt, City Attorney Lane Shetterly, Assistant City Manager Kim Marr, Fire Chief Bill Hahn, Community Development Director Jason Locke, Finance Director Cecilia Ward, Public Works Director Fred Braun, and Recording Secretary Emily Gagner.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG

Mayor Fairchild led the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Mayor Fairchild declared the minutes of the January 5, 2009, Council meeting approved as presented.  

REPORTS OR COMMENTS FROM COUNCIL MEMBERS

Councilor Wilson stated she attended the Chamber awards banquet, noting it was well done.  She added the Public Works Department has done a great job and their Presidential Award is well-deserved.  Councilor Voves agreed, saying it was special for the City employees to be there to receive their reward.

FIRE SERVICE APPRECIATION DAY PROCLAMATION

Mayor Fairchild read the proclamation for Fire Service Appreciation Day and presented a certificate to Fire Chief Hahn.

QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE

Chelsea Pope, Executive Director of the Dallas Area Chamber of Commerce, reported that the Chamber held their 52nd Annual Community Awards Ceremony the past week and had a sold-out crowd in attendance.  Ms. Pope reviewed the list of award winners, including the Presidential Award to Public Works.  Greg Hess, President of the Dallas Area Chamber of Commerce stated he received comments from people about Public Works crews cleaning up tree debris after the storm, and noted it is very impressive to hear that feedback from the public.  He explained the award goes to the hard-working men and women of the “orange shirt brigade” during these hours of trying times when they had to spend many hours away from their families in order to serve the community.  Mr. Hess indicated it was an honor to present the Public Works Department with the Presidential Award this year.    Councilor Shein stated that those folks do a fantastic job not just one time but all the time, and they are always there when they need to be.  Mayor Fairchild commented that they are also backed up extremely well by other departments and staff.  

Sharron Kremer stated she had questions about an emergency or rapid response team that may be available to Dallas in case of another snow or other emergency.  She handed out a letter to the Councilors and then read the letter.  She indicated that if there is any kind of plan, no one at the Senior Center knows anything about it.  

Shirley Fulford stated she echoed Ms. Kremer’s views.  She commented that she was frightened during the storm and she wondered what she would do if she was without electricity in her home, especially with her husband needing medical equipment that relies on electricity.  She asked the Council if there is a place she and her husband could go to hook up his medical equipment and keep warm and safe if there is an emergency.

Lucille Mansigh indicated she was very fortunate during the storm and did not lose electricity.  She stated she did call all over town to find a place if they did lose power and everyone she spoke to told her no.
Mayor Fairchild reported that the City does have disaster plans in place, but we have not done a good job of having information in a place that is easily accessible to our citizens.  Mr. Wyatt stated there is only so much the City can do, and we rely on the Red Cross for shelter setup.  He indicated the City would have done more if the storm had lasted longer.  Mr. Wyatt stated that as far as offering wood or a warming shelter, the City does not have the staff or the resources for that.  He reiterated that the City was ready to call the Red Cross, but the storm didn’t last that long and power was restored fairly quickly.  

Dave Coleman stated that since parking laws have changed downtown, and he parks his vehicle on Main Street, he’s been getting a number of parking tickets.  He indicated he doesn’t know what the issue is with not being given a permit to park there.  He reported that of the downtown residents, he is the only one who works nights, and doesn’t get up early enough to move his car, so he gets tagged frequently.

Councilor Lawson asked Mr. Coleman if he has been told not to park in the back of his building.  He stated when it snows or rains, he doesn’t like to haul his groceries a block and a half, and he doesn’t understand why he is not allowed to park by his front door.  City Attorney Shetterly stated that until the Council passes a new Ordinance regarding this, there is nothing the Council can do in the meantime that would be faster than waiting for the new Ordinance to be adopted.  

Mayor Fairchild asked Mr. Coleman to contact him this week.  Councilor Wilson stated that it would be best to wait to talk about it until after the Public Safety Committee meeting the following week, so the committee can finalize the issue first.

PUBLIC HEARINGS

REPORTS OF SPECIAL COMMITTEES AND CITY OFFICER

EMPLOYEE/VOLUNTEER 4TH QUARTER RECOGNTION

Mr. Wyatt presented the Employee of the Quarter award to Eric Totten.  
Mr. Wyatt presented the Volunteer of the Quarter award to Hugh Genauldi.      

WWTF UPDATE BY OMI

Mr. Wyatt introduced Pat Kavan, Project Manager at the Dallas Wastewater Treatment Facility, and employee of CH2M Hill-OMI.  

Mr. Kavan gave a PowerPoint presentation reviewing the accomplishments for 2008 and discussing the plans for 2009.

Mayor Fairchild stated his understanding of the contract with OMI is that they operate the plant, but in future, as we make upgrades and bring in new equipment, that will be the City’s responsibility.  He asked if there is program in place to look ahead at future equipment upgrades or replacement.  

Mr. Wyatt indicated that is done when staff goes through the Capital Improvement Plan.  Mr. Braun stated that during the budget preparation, Mr. Kavan develops a list of anticipated capital items.

Councilor Scroggin asked how many years the City can continue with the current plant before needing a major upgrade.  Mr. Kavan noted the plant is currently oversized for the City, so there is a lot of room for growth.      

DOWNTOWN TASK FORCE FINAL REPORT

John Swanson gave the Downtown Task Force Final Report to the Council.  He thanked the members of the Task Force and applauded the work they and the Council have done to make the downtown better.

Mr. Swanson reviewed the Task Force recommendations, which include 1) identifying, prioritizing, and fixing problems in the downtown area that are the responsibility of the City of Dallas, 2) communicating with property and tenant business owners of their responsibility to adhere to City Code and steer them toward incentive programs and to provide assistance aimed toward downtown property improvements, and 3) encourage and support the formation of a downtown-specific business association managed and operated by downtown stakeholders, property owners, and business owners. 

Council President Dalton asked if the Task Force had developed a list of things the City can do beyond Code Enforcement and if there are resources available to address these problems.

Mr. Swanson indicated they did develop a list of City responsibilities and fixes.  He explained that Mr. Wyatt is in the process of prioritizing that list and seeing how it fits in the work schedule.  
Mr. Wyatt stated there are about two pages of opportunities, but Public Works has been busy with the storm cleanup.  He indicated he is also working with the County to get work crews to help with some of the projects.

Councilor Voves stated he is encouraged that we have a list, noting he is anxious to see what has been done on the list so far.    

Mr. Wyatt stated that Councilor Woods did contact him about the section of the report that stated the City of Dallas is responsible for maintenance of sidewalks in the downtown because City Code states it is the property owners’ responsibility.  Mr. Wyatt explained that the report was addressing the new sidewalks when we complete the downtown plan.

Councilor Scroggin stated Mr. Swanson did an excellent job of coordinating the task force and keeping if focused.

COUNCIL LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS

Councilor Shein stated that since we are fortunate to have City Attorney Shetterly as a resource, the Legislative Committee may want to maintain an open line of communication with him. 

Councilor Shein moved to reestablish the Council’s Legislative Committee and establish the City’s position on bills proposed and pending before the State Legislature.  The motion was duly seconded and CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY with Council President Brian Dalton, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor David Shein, Councilor Dave Voves, and Councilor LaVonne Wilson voting YES.
MILLER AVENUE / FIR VILLA SPEED STUDY

Mr. Wyatt reported that staff, as directed by the Council, contacted ODOT to do a speed study on Miller Avenue and Fir Villa Rd.  The State completed the speed study and recommends a speed of 35 mph on both streets.  

Councilor Wilson stated she travels on both these roads and can see that this would be advantageous for the City and the residents in the area.  

Councilor Wilson moved to approve the ODOT recommended speeds for SE Miller Avenue and SE Fir Villa Road.  The motion was duly seconded and CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY with Council President Brian Dalton, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor David Shein, Councilor Dave Voves, and Councilor LaVonne Wilson voting YES.  

WALNUT AVENUE SPEED STUDY

Mr. Wyatt stated that staff has continued to place the speed trailer on Walnut Avenue and the City has sent correspondence to the people in the neighborhood.  He reported that staff also put out the traffic counter, and pointed out that the data included in the packet shows that the 85th percentile speed was 24 mph and the average speed is 21 mph.  Mr. Wyatt commented that the top speed was one car going 30 mph.  He noted the results don’t warrant any changes to the intersection.  

Councilor Scroggin asked if staff measured the street to see if there was enough width to put a center line on the street.  Mr. Braun stated we would have to eliminate all parking on the S-curve and the transition would require no parking 100 feet on either side of the approach.  Councilor Lawson asked if staff could talk to those people who would be affected to see if they would be willing to have the parking eliminated.  Mr. Wyatt stated he would do that and get back to the Council.

PLANNING COMMISSION MEMBER APPOINTMENT

Mr. Wyatt stated he has been in contact with Murray Stewart who is interested in serving on the Planning Commission.  The City did advertise the position and asked others if they were interested in serving.  
Councilor Voves moved to appoint Murray Stewart to the Planning Commission vacant position.  The motion was duly seconded and CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY with Council President Brian Dalton, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor David Shein, Councilor Dave Voves, and Councilor LaVonne Wilson voting YES.

REPORT ON THE JANUARY 13, 2009 PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING

Mr. Wyatt reviewed the planning commission report.  Councilor Scroggin asked if the utilities on Jasper were underground or above ground.  Mr. Wyatt stated they are going underground and the developer is paying for that.

DEPARTMENT REPORTS FOR THE MONTH OF DECEMBER

Councilor Dalton noted there was only one case of graffiti in December.  He stated one almost never sees graffiti here and when you do, it comes right down.
Councilor Scroggin asked if there was any idea how much the snow storm cost the City.  Mr. Braun stated it is on the order of $75,000 or more.  

OTHER 

Mr. Wyatt reminded the Council that on February 2, at 6:30 p.m. we will be taking a new Council Photo.

Mr. Wyatt stated he is still looking for a Councilor to serve on the Park Board.  Councilor Lawson indicated she would be interested in serving. 

Mr. Wyatt reminded the Council that the Administrative and Public Safety Committees will be meeting on Tuesday, January 27, instead of Monday.  

Mr. Wyatt reported that the National Guard will be demolishing the old pool beginning on February 7.  

COMMUNICATIONS AND PETITIONS

APPLICATION FOR TAXI CAB BUSINESS LICENCE – SQUIRRELS TAXI SERVICE INC.

Mr. Wyatt reviewed the application for a new taxi business.  He indicated he had met with the owner, who was in the audience if the Councilors had any questions.  

Councilor Lawson moved to approve the application for the Taxi Cab Business License for Squirrels Taxi Service, Inc.  The motion was duly seconded and CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY with Council President Brian Dalton, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor David Shein, Councilor Dave Voves, and Councilor LaVonne Wilson voting YES.

DALLAS AREA VISITOR CENTER BUDGET REPORT & PROJECT REPORT FOR 2008

Chelsea Pope reviewed the Dallas Area Visitors Center Budget Report and Project Report for 2008.  She also reviewed the projects for 2009.   

RESOLUTIONS

FIRST READING OF ORDINANCE

Ordinance No. 1697: An Ordinance amending provisions of the Dallas City Code Section 2.005, relating to council meetings.

Mr. Shetterly reviewed the changes made to the Code that reflect the change in the meeting time, noting he also corrected a defect in the Ordinance to match it with the Charter.  Mr. Shetterly indicated the third subsection brings the Ordinance in line with Oregon Public Meeting Law.  

Mayor Fairchild declared Ordinance No. 1697 to have passed its first reading.

Ordinance No. 1698:  An Ordinance amending provisions of the Dallas City Code Section 5.386, relating to wild animals; and repealing conflicting provisions.

Mr. Shetterly indicated he worked to fit this in with the wild animal ordinance that was already present.  In response to a question, Mr. Shetterly reviewed the list of birds that were prohibited.

After some discussion about which birds should be excluded, it was agreed to remove band-tailed pigeon, dove, and quail from the Ordinance and add peafowl to the list of wild birds.  

Mayor Fairchild declared Ordinance No. 1698 to have passed its first reading.

Ordinance No. 1699: An Ordinance amending provisions of the Dallas City Code Section 2.550, relating to the Park Board and declaring an emergency.

Mr. Shetterly reviewed the changes made to accommodate having a Councilor on the Board.  He noted that if this Ordinance passes unanimously, it is okay to do it on one reading.

Mayor Fairchild declared Ordinance No. 1699 to have passed its first reading.  A roll call vote was taken and PASSED BY A UNANIMOUS VOTE with Council President Brian Dalton, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor David Shein, Councilor Dave Voves, and Councilor LaVonne Wilson voting YES.  Mayor Fairchild noted that with the emergency clause, this Ordinance will go into effect immediately.
SECOND READING OF ORDINANCE

OTHER BUSINESS

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 9:04 p.m.

Read and approved this _______ day of _________________________ 2009.
















_______________________________________

                                     Mayor

ATTEST:

_________________________________________


City Manager

