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DALLAS CITY COUNCIL

Tuesday, February 17, 2009

Council Chambers

The Dallas City Council met in regular session on Tuesday, February 17, 2009, at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers of City Hall with Council President Brian Dalton presiding. 

ROLL CALL
Council members present were:  Council President Brian Dalton, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Councilor Kevin Marshall, Councilor David Shein, Councilor Dave Voves, Councilor LaVonne Wilson, and Councilor Ken Woods, Jr.  Council members excused were:  Councilor Warren Lamb and Councilor Wes Scroggin.

Also present were:  City Manager Jerry Wyatt, Assistant City Attorney Anthony James, Assistant City Manager Kim Marr, Fire Chief Bill Hahn, Interim Police Chief Tom Simpson, Community Development Director Jason Locke, Finance Director Cecilia Ward, and Recording Secretary Emily Gagner.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG

Council President Dalton led the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Council President Dalton declared the minutes of the February 2, 2009, Council meeting approved as presented.  

REPORTS OR COMMENTS FROM COUNCIL MEMBERS

Councilor Shein stated he had the privilege of attending the Fire Department’s Sweetheart banquet, noting it was very inspiring to see their dedication to serving our community.  

Councilor Woods reported that he attended the recent Mid-Willamette Valley Area Commission on Transportation meeting and was once again appointed the Chair.  

QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE

There were no questions or comments from the audience.

PUBLIC HEARINGS

REPORTS OF SPECIAL COMMITTEES AND CITY OFFICER

COUNTY-WIDE SEAT BELT ENFORCEMENT EFFORTS

Lieutenant Dankenbring briefed the Council on the county-wide seatbelt enforcement efforts.  He noted the Dallas Police Department is partnering with the Polk County Sheriff and Monmouth and Independence Police Departments to focus on proper use of seatbelts, child safety seats, and booster seats.  Lieutenant Dankenbring indicated a number of officers from all the agencies would be patrolling between 1:30 and 4:30 p.m., making traffic stops and providing information on proper use of restraints.  Lieutenant Dankenbring stated the program is sponsored by ODOT and Three Flags, a group that works in Oregon, Washington, and British Columbia to bring awareness of keeping children safe.  Lieutenant Dankenbring noted that in conjunction with this program, two officers from Dallas will attend training to become certified safety technicians.  This will allow Dallas to hold clinics on the proper installation of car  and booster seats.  He reported that he just wrote a grant for money to purchase car seats for those in the community who cannot afford them.   

Councilor Shein asked if the Police Department has done this in the past, and if so, what response they got.  Lieutenant Dankenbring stated this is the first time for a joint effort with the other agencies.  Interim Police Chief Simpson stated when the department was more active in the mid-90’s, they usually had good feedback related to car seat use.  

SENIOR CENTER UPDATE

Mr. Wyatt stated staff has been working hard with Cascadia Consulting to find funding for the new Senior Center.  He indicated the City just found out last week that funding is hard to come by with the economy the way it is.  Mr. Wyatt reported that of the 8 grantors we applied to, all have told us to hold off on our application or that there is no funding available.  He explained that he decided to look at all the options again and noted he was not looking for a decision tonight.  Councilor Shein asked if there was anything in the massive bill from the President that might trickle down to our level.  Mr. Wyatt indicated the federal stimulus would be discussed later in the agenda, and the Senior Center will be one item we put in our request.      

Rich Foster, managing partner of Cascadia Consulting Partnership, stated that he has been working on the Senior Center project for over two years.  He reported he initiated the grant writing stage last October, and the first indication that things were going different was when he submitted a letter of inquiry to the Ford Family Foundation on January 11 and they said they would be happy to invite a full grant application as long as we didn’t need the money until 2010 or later.  He reported that he just got off the phone with the Collins Foundation and they said the same thing.  Mr. Foster advised that with that in mind, something has to give; either the timeline needs to change or the scope of the project needs to change.  Mr. Foster reviewed the 6 scenarios – building the project as planned and allow the timeline to expand out, set a fixed timeline and build with whatever funds have been raised, look at partnering with a non-city partner, look at remodeling an existing structure using a fixed timeline, remodel an existing structure and allow the timeline to extend out, or look to go for a bond measure in November.  He indicated the only option that would not work as things stand is the original fixed timeline and the structure we’ve proposed.  

Dick May stated he was asked by the President of the Senior Center to speak on her behalf.  He indicated the seniors had a meeting to review the options and the seniors agree they feel blindsided by this.  He indicated they are not interested in pursuing a shared facility with the Dallas Retirement Village.  He reported the seniors would like to use scenario 1 or 2 using the original site, and extending the timeline.    

Jerry Wennstrom stated he agrees that options 1 or 2 are the most viable for the seniors.

Councilor Voves asked if the City is confident in raising enough money through the current grant applications that under scenario 2 we would be able to build a structure that would be larger and more appropriate than the current site.  Mr. Wyatt stated staff did not intend to say we favor one option, but he would like the seniors and Council to make a decision within six months.  Councilor Voves commented that he hopes the seniors realize that since they discussed these options several months ago, things have changed dramatically in the world.

Councilor Wilson stated she’s heard the seniors felt blindsided, she’s heard they had a meeting, and she’s heard they are disappointed and angry.  She stated she is disappointed because she was part of the meeting with the City and she never heard or realized they felt they were being blindsided.  Councilor Wilson explained that as a Councilperson, she knew when the seniors knew of these developments.  She indicated she hopes the Council and the Seniors can get together and collectively decide how to move forward.

Councilor Shein stated it bears repeating that these options are just that – options to be discussed.  The City hasn’t made up its mind and that is why they’re put out there.  He stated it is premature to look at it as being pushed one way or another.

Councilor Lawson asked if the Senior Center would still be eligible for CDBG money if the City chose scenario 3 using a non city partner.  Mr. Foster explained that if they partner with a 501(c)(3), it would still be eligible for project foundation grant opportunities.  For CDBG funds, the City must be the applicant, although they could be a proxy applicant, as long as the City was given title for five years.

Councilor Lawson asked if they had the same options for scenario 4.   Mr. Foster explained that he did get clarification on the CDBG grant, and that money would only be available for the rehabilitation of a building if it was already being used for the Senior Center.  

Mr. Wyatt indicated he will set up a follow-up meeting with the committee to discuss the options further.

OREGON 150 UPDATE

Chelsea Pope, Director of the Dallas Area Chamber of Commerce, reported that she attended the Oregon 150 ball on Saturday.  She said it was very well attended and Polk County was well represented.  She explained that there is no money set aside from the government to complete any Oregon 150 projects.  Ms. Pope then reviewed some of the proposed projects, noting she is looking for ideas from other groups as well.  Ms. Pope explained that the Chamber Board of Directors feels Dallas’s celebration of Oregon 150 will be people coming together to celebrate what we do, and the Chamber is doing as much as they can to bring everyone together.  

Dan McCarron stated he is part of the Dallas Booster Club, and they are hoping to give a helping hand to the Chamber because of the revitalization of the booster club.  He said anything they can do to help each other out, the Booster Club is looking forward to.  

ALLIED WASTE RATE INCREASE REQUEST

Mr. Wyatt reported that in May 2008 Allied Waste requested an overall rate increase of 7.6%, and prior to that the last increase was in 2004.  Mr. Wyatt stated he has met with Chuck Lerwick and looked at the expenditures.  Mr. Wyatt added he is looking at the franchise agreement, which is from 1982 and renews annually.  Mr. Wyatt stated he feels that this increase on the heels of the 2008 rate increase, the Council may want to send it to the Administrative Committee for further review.  He noted there is time because under the franchise agreement, we have 60 days to review a rate increase request.

Lavonne moved to send the Allied Waste rate increase request to the Administrative Committee for review.  The motion was duly seconded and CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY with Council President Brian Dalton, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Councilor Kevin Marshall, Councilor David Shein, Councilor Dave Voves, Councilor LaVonne Wilson, and Councilor Ken Woods, Jr. voting YES.

GREENWORKS PRESENTATION OF DOWNTOWN STREETSCAPE

Mr. Wyatt introduced Mike Faha and Jason King of Greenworks.  Mr. Faha and Mr. King explained the process they went through with the Urban Renewal Advisory Committee last year to complete the design.  Mr. King explained that they made a toolkit, which would enable the work they did for the downtown to be expanded out from the downtown to the other commercial areas.   

Councilor Shein asked if, given that Main Street is a State highway, will there be any traffic calming effect with the new design.  Mr. King stated there would be a significant calming effect.  Councilor Marshall asked what the overall impact would be on parking.  Mr. King explained there is a net zero loss.  Since the angle parking fits more spots on the west side, they can eliminate parking on the east side and not lose any parking spots.

Councilor Woods asked if ODOT would require a bike path.  Mr. King stated that is undetermined yet.  He noted the City’s designated bike path is not on Main St, but the design has enough width to accommodate a bike path without changing the design.

Joe Koubek asked if the intention was to actually plant grapes on the proposed trellises, because there could be maintenance issues, and they would attract birds.  Council President Dalton explained that they had looked at using iron work to resemble grapes on the trellises and using live grapes.  He stated they would look at the maintenance issues.  Councilor Woods asked if the local wineries could provide the maintenance.  Council President Dalton stated they could contribute to an overall maintenance program to insure all the trellises looked good and were consistent.

Mr. Koubek stated the tree species installed should be carefully considered so the City is not putting in species that damage cars.  Council President Dalton explained they haven’t had a tree meeting yet, but will consider all those issues.  

Councilor Lawson asked if anyone from Greenworks had contacted the State Historic Preservation Office to see if there are any design restraints if the City decided to become an historic district at some point.  Mr. King stated they didn’t look at it in this process. 

FEDERAL AID APPROPRIATIONS REQUEST

Mr. Wyatt reported that staff is working on items for Senators Wyden and Merkley and they will be sent out by Friday for the first batch of stimulus projects.  He indicated the items include the Senior Center, street improvements, wastewater treatment, water treatment, water reservoir, dredging, park improvements, and recreation.  Staff will work on the details this week.  He indicated he will err on the side of submitting too much rather than not enough.  

CITY COUNCIL MEETING AT DALLAS HIGH SCHOOL

Mr. Wyatt stated this had been a topic at a previous meeting.  He reported he has been in contact with Keith Ussery and the Council could have a meeting in the Little Theater on April 6 at 7 p.m. in place of a regular meeting.  Councilor Lawson stated they originally discussed having the meeting during school to get student involvement.  She added students get involved with sports and other events in the evening and may not come back for the Council meeting.  Councilor Shein stated he had a conversation with John McArdle and there is more to it than moving the meeting to a different location; there is a lot of prep work with the student government.  Mr. Wyatt explained that he did talk to Mr. Ussery about having students involved.

Councilor Shein moved to send this to the next Administrative Committee.  The motion was duly seconded and CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY with Council President Brian Dalton, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Councilor Kevin Marshall, Councilor David Shein, Councilor Dave Voves, Councilor LaVonne Wilson, and Councilor Ken Woods, Jr. voting YES.  

DEPARTMENT REPORTS FOR THE MONTH OF JANUARY

There were no questions or comments about the department reports for the month of January.  

OTHER 

Mr. Wyatt stated that for the Building and Grounds and Public Works Committee meetings schedule for Monday, staff is struggling to find items to make it a productive meeting.  The consensus of the group was to cancel the Building and Grounds and Public Works Committee meetings.

Councilor Shein asked for and update on the status of the Blue Garden.  Mr. Wyatt reported the roof is on according to building permit standards, but the ceiling is yet to be determined.  He stated he has been in contact with the owner and working with her on the exterior to seal it up, and also working on the interior.  Mr. Wyatt indicated he is working with the owner on the signage on the outside to get it removed, as well as making sure the blue tiles are attached securely.  Councilor Shein asked if the owner is more responsive.  Mr. Wyatt stated she has been very responsive.  

COMMUNICATIONS AND PETITIONS

OLCC APPLICATION – TATERS CAFÉ

Councilor Voves moved to recommend to the OLCC to grant the license for limited on-premises sales and new outlet at 683 SE Jefferson Street for Taters Café.  The motion was duly seconded.  Councilor Lawson pointed out that item 12a on the application was not complete.  Councilor Voves withdrew his motion.  The Council referred the application back for completion of item 12a. 

DALLAS ARTS ASSOCIATION REQUEST FOR ART IN THE PARK

Councilor Shein moved to approve the request by the Dallas Arts Association to hold Art in the Park on July 26, 2009 at the Academy Street side of Dallas City Park.  The motion was duly seconded and CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY with Council President Brian Dalton, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Councilor Kevin Marshall, Councilor David Shein, Councilor Dave Voves, Councilor LaVonne Wilson, and Councilor Ken Woods, Jr. voting YES.

RESOLUTIONS

Resolution No. 3176:  A Resolution consenting to the assignment of administrative and program management activities for the City of Dallas 2009 Community Development Block Grant Housing Rehabilitation Project to the Polk Community Development Corporation according to the current memorandum of understanding (MOU) among all members of the Polk Regional Collaborative (PRC).

A roll call vote was taken and Council President Dalton declared Resolution No. 3176 to have PASSED BY A UNANIMOUS VOTE with Council President Brian Dalton, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Councilor Kevin Marshall, Councilor David Shein, Councilor Dave Voves, Councilor LaVonne Wilson, and Councilor Ken Woods, Jr. voting YES.
FIRST READING OF ORDINANCE

Ordinance No. 1701: An Ordinance amending provisions of the Dallas City Code Section 5.210, relating to smoking.

Mr. Wyatt pointed out a memo from the City Attorney explaining the changes.  

Council President Dalton declared Ordinance No. 1701 to have passed its first reading. 

Councilor Lawson stated she spoke with Randy Harris, who is in charge of Polk County tobacco.  She stated he would encourage the Council to increase the distance where smoking is prohibited to 20 or 25 feet.  She indicated it is a second hand smoke issue and if kids are not exposed, they are less likely to start smoking.    

Councilor Shein asked if the City Attorney would need to redo the whole ordinance, and have it for a first and second reading again.

Mr. James stated he would need to look into whether the City could have a law that was more restrictive than state law.  The consensus of the Council was to send it back to the City Attorney for review of more restrictive language.  
SECOND READING OF ORDINANCE

OTHER BUSINESS

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 8:34 p.m.

Read and approved this _______ day of _________________________ 2009.
















_______________________________________

                                     Mayor

ATTEST:

_________________________________________


City Manager

