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DALLAS CITY COUNCIL

Monday, May 4, 2009

Council Chambers

The Dallas City Council met in regular session on Monday, May 4, 2009, at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers of City Hall with Mayor Jim Fairchild presiding. 

ROLL CALL
Council members present were:  Council President Brian Dalton, Councilor Warren Lamb, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Councilor Kevin Marshall, Councilor David Shein, and Councilor Ken Woods, Jr.  Excused: Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor Dave Voves and Councilor LaVonne Wilson.

Also present were:  City Manager Jerry Wyatt, City Attorney Lane Shetterly, Community Development Director Jason Locke, Police Chief John Teague, Assistant City Manager Kim Marr, and Recording Secretary Emily Gagner.
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG

Mayor Jim Fairchild led the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Mayor Fairchild declared the minutes of the April 20, 2009, Council meeting approved as presented.  

QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE

Brian Fast, Kids, Inc. Board President, stated that with recent concerns brought forth at the last Council meeting, he wanted to address a few things regarding the Board.  He reviewed the Kids, Inc. objectives and bylaws.  Mr. Fast indicated there is some concern that Kids, Inc. needs to become more competitive, but he feels Kids, Inc.’s goal should be to keep as many kids playing sports as possible and to keep it fun.  Mr. Fast reviewed the structure of the Kids, Inc. Board, noting it is a voluntary board that oversees the budget, coordinates the facilities, and provides clerical support.  Each sport then has its individual board, which then selects coaches, coordinates fundraisers, etc.  He acknowledged there is a high turnover rate, which leads to a lack of consistency.  Mr. Fast stated he would appreciate going back to the way it was eight years ago when there was a City representative that attended the Board meetings.  He offered a proposal that says there is a non-voting member of the Board appointed by the City, noting he hopes that addresses some of the concerns brought forth by some citizens.

Councilor Lamb asked Mr. Fast if he would come to the Administrative Committee meeting later in the month.  Mr. Fast stated he or a representative would attend.  Councilor Shein asked what the City representative used to do, and why we stopped sending someone.  Mr. Wyatt indicated he was the City representative that used to attend those meetings, and it mainly involved discussing facility scheduling.  Councilor Shein stated his concern about the City getting involved, noting the City has no business telling a private organization what to do.

Chelsea Pope, Executive Director of the Dallas Area Visitor Center, informed the Council that she attended the Governor’s Conference on Tourism in April and she talked with a lot of people who were very interested in what is going on in Dallas.  

PUBLIC HEARINGS

REPORTS OR COMMENTS FROM COUNCIL MEMBERS

COMMITTEE REPORTS OF APRIL 27, 2009

Building and Grounds Committee – Councilor Wes Scroggin, Chair 

David Shein reviewed the agenda items, noting there was one item that will come up later in the meeting for further discussion.    

Public Works Committee – Councilor Dave Voves, Chair

Kevin Marshall reviewed the Public Works Committee agenda.  

REPORTS OF SPECIAL COMMITTEES AND CITY OFFICERS

OREGON 150 PROJECTS

Mr. Wyatt reported that Dallas’s Clean Up Oregon project is scheduled for May 16 and Ms. Pope is our Oregon 150 coordinator.  Ms. Pope indicated that May was designated as Take Care of Oregon month by the Governor, and May 16 and 17 are “Take Care of Oregon Days.”  She stated we will be doing a major downtown cleanup and is hoping to rally enough support to come and help beautify our downtown.  She explained she is looking for people, money and supplies for projects that could include pressure washing sidewalks, planting flowers, washing windows, or even painting.  Ms. Pope advised the event will run from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon on Saturday, May 16 and has been declared an official Oregon 150 event.     

PLANNING FEE ON BUILDING PERMITS

Mr. Locke explained that an issue was brought to his attention by an employee about the planning fee attached to some building permits.  He reported that we currently charge the same flat planning fee of $200 for big and small projects.  Mr. Locke reviewed the staff recommendation to make the planning fee more equitable and have it better reflect the time planning staff takes to review projects.

Councilor Marshall asked if this fee change would be revenue neutral.  Mr. Locke indicated option #2 is the closest approximation to revenue neutral.  Councilor Lawson asked Mr. Locke to explain what is involved in a plan review.  Mr. Locke explained that when a project comes in, the planning staff reviews the plans to ensure compliance with the Dallas Development Code.  He explained the planning review is different than the building review, where they ensure the plans meet building codes.  

There was discussion about the fact that some projects are not currently charged the planning fee, while the new proposal shows everyone paying that fee.  Mr. Locke explained the current criteria for whether a project is charged the fee is if the project involves an actual expansion of a structure.  He noted some things are not captured in that, such as interior remodels, and added that the planning staff looks at every project that comes in to the Building Department.  
Councilor Woods asked why staff is recommended option number two over option number three.  Mr. Locke explained that it is clearer.  

There was some discussion about how much time the planning staff devotes to smaller projects.  Mr. Locke explained that smaller projects tend to be more problematic and take generally some fairly significant time.

Councilor Lawson suggested using an hourly rate, as that could take care of all the concerns raised.  Mr. Locke stated the Council could choose to go in that direction, but it becomes an accounting issue.  He noted the planning staff would have to carefully track their time and then have to explain themselves when people challenge the charges.  He added once the dollar per hour fee is calculated, it would likely turn out to be fairly high. 

Councilor Woods made a motion to direct the City Attorney to prepare a resolution adopting the Community Development planning fee to equal .15% of the value over $100,000 or a $50 minimum, with no maximum fee.  The motion was duly seconded and CARRIED BY A MAJORITY with Council President Brian Dalton, Councilor Warren Lamb, Councilor Kevin Marshall, Councilor David Shein, and Councilor Ken Woods, Jr. voting YES and Councilor Lawson voting NO.

AMERICAN RECOVERY AND REINVESTMENT ACT UPDATE

Mr. Wyatt reviewed monies the City anticipates to receive from the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act.  He indicated we have requested appropriations for items such as the Monmouth Cutoff Improvement project, the Senior Center, the fire station remodel and training facility upgrade, and the Wastewater Treatment Facility upgrades to utilize reclaimed water, as well as several Public Works projects that are in the CIP.  Mr. Wyatt advised that staff is busy making sure our projects are ready to go, noting there is a great deal of confusion right now regarding where the money is going and the timeframes.  Mayor Fairchild thanked the staff for their work so far.

OTHER 

COMMUNICATIONS AND PETITIONS

RESOLUTIONS

FIRST READING OF ORDINANCE

SECOND READING OF ORDINANCE

OTHER BUSINESS

Councilor Woods stated that as the Chair of the Administrative Committee, he would like the Council to consider taking action on what Mr. Fast brought up earlier and authorize the City Manager to appoint a non-voting member to the Kids, Inc. Board.  Councilor Woods made a motion to appoint the City Manager or his designee as a non-voting member to Kids, Inc. Board.  The motion was seconded.    
Councilor Dalton asked if Mr. Wyatt had someone in mind.  Mr. Wyatt indicated he would start off to see where things are, and since he knows the history a little, and then delegate that responsibility in the future.  Councilor Lawson asked if they should wait until they know what the Kids, Inc. Board thinks about it.  Councilor Woods pointed out that Mr. Fast proposed the idea.  Councilor Dalton asked if this would actually be beneficial.  Mr. Wyatt stated it would be helpful, noting that when the City is not represented, we get blamed for a lot of issues.  

The motion CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY with Council President Brian Dalton, Councilor Warren Lamb, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Councilor Kevin Marshall, Councilor David Shein, and Councilor Ken Woods, Jr. voting YES. 

Mr. Wyatt requested permission to close City Hall for one hour one morning to have a full employee meeting.  He explained that when meetings are held during working hours, not everyone can attend because of the need for phone coverage.  He proposed closing City Hall from 8:00 to 9:00 a.m. just one time.  

Councilor Shein made a motion to allow closing City Hall for one hour.  The motion was duly seconded and CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY with Council President Brian Dalton, Councilor Warren Lamb, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Councilor Kevin Marshall, Councilor David Shein, and Councilor Ken Woods, Jr. voting YES.

Mr. Wyatt reported that Eric Totten, the Parks employee that assisted in catching the arsonist, will be receiving a reward on the Courthouse lawn Friday, May 8 at 11:45 a.m.

Mr. Wyatt indicated he did not have a topic prepared for the May workshop due to the work on the budget, and asked the Council if it would be okay to cancel the May workshop.  There were no objections.

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 8:15 p.m.

Read and approved this _______ day of _________________________ 2009.
















_______________________________________

                                     Mayor

ATTEST:

_________________________________________


City Manager

