City Council Meeting

July 20, 2009

Page 4 


DALLAS CITY COUNCIL

Monday, July 20, 2009

Council Chambers

The Dallas City Council met in regular session on Monday, July 20, 2009, at 7:01 p.m. in the Council Chambers of City Hall with Mayor Jim Fairchild presiding. 

ROLL CALL
Council members present were:  Council President Brian Dalton, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Councilor Kevin Marshall, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor David Shein, Councilor Dave Voves, Councilor LaVonne Wilson, and Councilor Ken Woods, Jr.  Excused was:  Councilor Warren Lamb

Also present were:  City Manager Jerry Wyatt, City Attorney Lane Shetterly, Police Chief John Teague, Fire Chief Bill Hahn, Finance Director Cecilia Ward, Public Works Director Fred Braun, Assistant City Manager Kim Marr, and Recording Secretary Emily Gagner.
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG

Mayor Jim Fairchild led the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Mayor Fairchild declared the minutes of the June 15, 2009, Council meeting approved as previously corrected.  

QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE

Marsha Heeter, who lives in the apartments at the corner of Academy and Levens Streets, mentioned that three times in the past year, her apartment building’s owners failed to pay the garbage bill, which results in Allied Waste not picking up the garbage.  She indicated they normally pick up the garbage 3 times per week, so when they don’t pick it up, it piles up fast.  She asked if there was anything the City could do to have Allied Waste pick up the garbage at least one time per week, noting she is reluctant to contact the owners because she may be evicted if she complains.  Mr. Wyatt stated the City is getting more efficient at citing people for this type of issue.  He stated he would monitor the situation, noting it does create a health hazard.  

PUBLIC HEARINGS

REPORTS OR COMMENTS FROM COUNCIL MEMBERS

Council President Dalton indicated the vine sculpture arbor is up in front of the Fox Theater, adding it is not bolted down yet, but they will find a place to put it soon.  
Councilor Lawson asked if the Council would be discussing the backyard burn at the meeting, as she had a number of people approach her to discuss it.  Mr. Wyatt stated it will be a future agenda item and he is working on finalizing the staff report.      

Councilor Marshall asked if the City had received any input on the trees on Main Street.  Mr. Wyatt stated testing showed we would not have to replace the dirt where the dead trees were located.  He added staff is working on a replanting plan, with planting to be completed this fall.

Council President Dalton stated that he recently represented the Council at a meeting with Senator Jeff Merkley at a townhall meeting in Monmouth.  He reviewed his discussion with the Senator. 

REPORTS OF SPECIAL COMMITTEES AND CITY OFFICERS

EMPLOYEE AND VOLUNTEER OF THE QUARTER

Jerry Wyatt presented the Employee and Volunteer of the Quarter awards.  He explained there were co-winners of the Employee of the Quarter award, and both were from Public Works.  Mr. Wyatt presented Ron Krebs, Public Works Foreman in the Street Department, and Jake Dyer, Engineering Tech I in the Engineering Department with their awards.  Mr. Wyatt then presented Susie Futrell, a volunteer at the Library, with her Volunteer of the Quarter award.     

Mayor Fairchild thanked the award recipients on behalf of the Council, adding the City is blessed to have great employees and volunteers.

ISO PUBLIC PROTECTION CLASSIFICATION RATING

Fire Chief Hahn reviewed the letter from Derrick Thomas at the Insurance Services Office, or ISO which explained the City’s updated Public Protection Classification of 4.  He explained that after reviewing the ISO documents, staff believes the City could make some improvements to move that Public Protection Classification to a 3 category.  Mr. Hahn indicated in the current economic situation, it would not be feasible to maintain an ISO 2, which was the prior rating the City had.  He stated an ISO 3 is a good positive rating that the City should be very satisfied with.

In response to a question, Mr. Hahn stated the rating scale goes from 1 to 10 with a 10 being no fire protection.  In response to a question, Mr. Hahn indicated the change in classification should have minimal impact on residential insurance rates, but he did not know what impact it would have on commercial properties.

Councilor Shein asked if the bond had passed last year, would the City have retained an ISO 2 rating.  Mr. Hahn indicated that based on the evaluation, the passage of the bond would not have helped.  

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION COUNCIL APPOINTMENT

Mr. Wyatt reported that Councilor Lawson’s position is up on the Economic Development Commission, and Councilor Lawson has expressed an interest in continuing.

Councilor Wilson moved to reappoint Jackie Lawson to the Economic Development Commission as one of the Council representatives.  The motion was duly seconded and CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY with Council President Brian Dalton, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Councilor Kevin Marshall, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor David Shein, Councilor Dave Voves, Councilor LaVonne Wilson, and Councilor Ken Woods, Jr. voting YES.  

PARK RESERVATION REQUEST – VETERAN STAND DOWN

Mr. Wyatt indicated the City received a request to use the park for a Veteran Stand Down, noting the staff recommendation is to move forward on that.

Bill Adams, of Serving our Veterans at Home (SOVAH) stated we have a number of veterans living in bad situations in our area.  A Veteran Stand Down brings them together to provide an enclosed area for the vets to come and have shelter and food, and also provides personal care areas for things like haircuts, dog care, medical sites, and includes healthcare professionals providing health, dental, and eye care.  Mr. Adams indicated the Veterans Affairs people are helping the veterans take advantage of the opportunities available to them without making them travel to Salem.  Mr. Adams reported this will be a one-day event and include a security group.  He noted he chose the Levens Street site in the park because it is removed from the more crowded areas of the park, especially those with a lot of children.

In response to a question, Mr. Adams indicated he expects at least four to five hundred veterans from surrounding small communities to attend throughout the day and noted the VA will provide transportation for people.

Councilor Shein moved to approve the request by Serving our Veterans at Home for use of the Dallas City Park for a Veteran Stand Down event on September 19, 2009, from 7 a.m. to 4 p.m.  The motion was duly seconded and CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY with Council President Brian Dalton, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Councilor Kevin Marshall, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor David Shein, Councilor Dave Voves, Councilor LaVonne Wilson, and Councilor Ken Woods, Jr. voting YES.

SPEED ZONE INVESTIGATION ON KINGS VALLEY HIGHWAY

Mr. Wyatt stated that earlier in the year, the Council requested that ODOT conduct a speed study on Kings Valley Highway.  He reviewed the current speeds and the new ODOT recommendations.

Councilor Marshall moved to approve the ODOT recommended speeds for Kings Valley Highway.  The motion was duly seconded and CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY with Council President Brian Dalton, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Councilor Kevin Marshall, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor David Shein, Councilor Dave Voves, Councilor LaVonne Wilson, and Councilor Ken Woods, Jr. voting YES.  

BLUE GARDEN UPDATE

Mr. Wyatt indicated the property owner is moving forward with repairs, noting staff performed a site inspection earlier in the day.  He reported there has been a significant amount of work, with three large dumpsters filled and removed.  He explained that the City is going ahead and forwarding the matter to the City Attorney’s office for citation in Municipal Court, adding the owners can continue to work on the property during that process. 

REPORT ON THE JULY 14, 2009 PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING

Mr. Wyatt reviewed the report on the July 14 Planning Commission meeting, noting there was one public hearing for a subdivision off Miller Avenue.

DEPARTMENT REPORTS FOR THE MONTH OF JUNE

There were no questions on the Department reports for the month of June.

OTHER 

Mr. Wyatt reported that the City applied for a Park Trail Grant through the State Park and Recreation Department, and the City was awarded a $224,220 grant.  The grant will be used to construct the section of the park trail from the Dallas Aquatic Center to the east behind the properties on Barberry Avenue.

Mr. Wyatt indicated the City is working with the Rural Development Initiative and the Ford Family Foundation to have a leadership program in Dallas.  He indicated the program allows the City to tap into a lot of money, which can be used for leverage to get more money.  Mr. Wyatt explained the leadership program will work with the City on community-wide visioning, and will involve the Chamber of Commerce, the City, the School District, and Chemeketa Community College.  

Chelsea Pope, Executive Director of the Dallas Area Chamber of Commerce, stated she has applied for the Ford Family to have a five-year leadership program based in Dallas.  Once we complete the process, it opens up a world of new grants through Ford Foundation and others.   Ms. Pope indicated the Dallas School Board is very much in favor of moving forward.  

Mr. Wyatt reported the Dallas Visitor Center is working with the City to host an outdoor movie night on two nights in August at the performing arts stage.

COMMUNICATIONS AND PETITIONS

RESOLUTIONS

FIRST READING OF ORDINANCE

Ordinance No. 1704:  An Ordinance amending provisions of the Dallas City Code Sections 5.380, 5.386, and 5.388, relating to dogs, and repealing conflicting ordinances.

Mayor Fairchild declared Ordinance No. 1704 to have passed its first reading.

Ordinance No. 1705:  An Ordinance amending provisions of Dallas City Code Section 5.020, relating to unnecessary noise, and repealing conflicting ordinances.

Mayor Fairchild declared Ordinance No. 1705 to have passed its first reading.

SECOND READING OF ORDINANCE

Ordinance No. 1703:  An Ordinance granting to Qwest Corporation a telecommunications franchise.

Mayor Fairchild declared Ordinance No. 1703 to have passed its second reading.  Council Mayor Fairchild declared Ordinance Number 1703 to have PASSED BY A UNANIMOUS VOTE with Council President Brian Dalton, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Councilor Kevin Marshall, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor David Shein, Councilor LaVonne Wilson, and Councilor Ken Woods, Jr. voting YES. 

OTHER BUSINESS

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 8:20 p.m.

Read and approved this _______ day of _________________________ 2009.
















_______________________________________

                                     Mayor

ATTEST:

_________________________________________


City Manager

