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DALLAS CITY COUNCIL

Monday, August 3, 2009

Council Chambers

The Dallas City Council met in regular session on Monday, August 3, 2009, at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers of City Hall with Mayor Jim Fairchild presiding. 

ROLL CALL
Council members present:  Council President Brian Dalton, Councilor Warren Lamb, Councilor Kevin Marshall, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor David Shein, Councilor Dave Voves, and Councilor Ken Woods, Jr.  Excused:  Councilor Jackie Lawson and Councilor LaVonne Wilson.
Also present were:  City Manager Jerry Wyatt, City Attorney Lane Shetterly, Police Chief John Teague, Fire Chief Bill Hahn, Finance Director Cecilia Ward, Public Works Director Fred Braun, Assistant City Manager Kim Marr, and Recording Secretary Emily Gagner.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG

Mayor Jim Fairchild led the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Mayor Fairchild declared the minutes of the July 20, 2009, Council meeting approved as presented.  

QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE

Chelsea Pope, Executive Director of the Dallas Area Chamber of Commerce and Visitor’s Center, thanked the Council and City staff for their help with Summerfest, stating it was another record-breaking year, and City staff really stepped up again for them.  Ms. Pope indicated that she has received comments from staff at Oregon 150 that Dallas was by far the best city they’ve been in as far as our enthusiasm and the way we welcomed them all.  Mayor Fairchild thanked Chelsea for having a well-organized event.  

PUBLIC HEARINGS

REPORTS OR COMMENTS FROM COUNCIL MEMBERS

Councilor Scroggin complimented the Mayor on his work Sunday during the Rotary Breakfast in the Park, then later at the Volcanoes Stadium, where he threw out the first pitch.  Councilor Shein agreed, stating his work during the breakfast and car show was noticed by everyone.  Mayor Fairchild stated that is a time when the City shows its best face and he enjoyed every minute.

Councilor Dalton stated the Urban Renewal Advisory Committee would be meeting the following day to discuss park benches.  

Councilor Shein indicated he came to City Hall and read the ISO report cover to cover.  He agreed with the Fire Chief that a 3 rating is very good, noting there are no departments rated a “1” in Oregon and a “3” rating puts Dallas in the top 6% of all departments in the nation.

Mayor Fairchild reported he attended the Mayors’ Conference in Forest Grove and he noted three or four things that would be advantageous for staff to look at.  He has already reviewed those items with Mr. Wyatt.  Mayor Fairchild indicated that if the fix put in by the Legislature is overturned, the City could be looking at major problems, as the Legislature will probably go after a number of funds we currently get such as alcohol, gasoline, and cigarette taxes.    

REPORTS OF SPECIAL COMMITTEES AND CITY OFFICERS

JEN’S PLACE CDBG APPLICATION PROCESS

Mr. Wyatt explained there are several items the state requires us to complete for the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) application for Jen’s Place off-site infrastructure improvements.  He reviewed the requirements with the Council.

Council President Dalton moved to adopt the Policy of Nondiscrimination on the Basis of Handicapped Status.  The motion was duly seconded and CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY with Council President Brian Dalton, Councilor Warren Lamb, Councilor Kevin Marshall, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor David Shein, Councilor Dave Voves, and Councilor Ken Woods, Jr. voting YES.
Council President Dalton moved to approve the Grievance Procedure.  The motion was duly seconded and CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY with Council President Brian Dalton, Councilor Warren Lamb, Councilor Kevin Marshall, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor David Shein, Councilor Dave Voves, and Councilor Ken Woods, Jr. voting YES.
Council President Dalton moved to approve the Excessive Force Policy.  The motion was duly seconded and CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY with Council President Brian Dalton, Councilor Warren Lamb, Councilor Kevin Marshall, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor David Shein, Councilor Dave Voves, and Councilor Ken Woods, Jr. voting YES.
Council President Dalton moved to designate Jason Locke as the “Certifying Officer” for the 2009 CDBG Housing Rehabilitation Project HR 903.  The motion was duly seconded and CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY with Council President Brian Dalton, Councilor Warren Lamb, Councilor Kevin Marshall, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor David Shein, Councilor Dave Voves, and Councilor Ken Woods, Jr. voting YES.
TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT FEE

Mr. Wyatt explained this has been previously discussed at Council workshops.  As we look at funding for our streets and improvements to them, the City has hit a point where we’re on the downward slope of the maintenance curve and the amount of money the City receives from the State isn’t enough to keep up with overlays and crack sealing.  Mr. Wyatt explained the City now has streets that need total reconstruction, which is much more expensive than overlays.  Mr. Wyatt recommended the Council set a public hearing at the next Council meeting to discuss it.  

Councilor Voves asked if there is any way the Council can lock this fee in for street improvement and tell people that’s what it is used for and there is no chance we’ll raid this fund for another purpose.  Mr. Shetterly stated that without a Charter amendment, the Council can’t bind future Councils.  Council President Dalton suggested the Council could fence this fee very strictly in the budget.  Councilor Shein asked where the fee would be in the budget.  Mr. Wyatt indicated the funds would be set aside as a separate line item, which would make it totally transparent to the public.  Councilor Woods clarified that this fee would be used for maintenance not construction.  Mr. Wyatt stated it would not be used for new construction, only maintenance or improvement of existing streets.  He added the City did not include sidewalks in this fee.  Councilor Shein stated as designed, the program would top out at $4.50 per household, and he asked where that fits in the range of what might be needed.  Mr. Braun stated that will generate enough money to keep our streets in the condition they are in now without deteriorating further.  Councilor Voves recommended several talking points for the Councilors to use when talking to citizens, including discussion about livability, pride in our community, and the cost of not doing anything.  Council President Dalton stated he took away from Fred’s earlier presentation that if the Council had adopted this fee at $1.50 a couple years ago, that amount would still be sufficient.  He stated if the Council doesn’t do this now, $4.50 per month will look like a good deal a few years down the road.     

Councilor Shein moved to set a public hearing on August 17, 2009, to discuss the adoption of a Transportation Improvement Fee.  The motion was duly seconded and CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY with Council President Brian Dalton, Councilor Warren Lamb, Councilor Kevin Marshall, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor David Shein, Councilor Dave Voves, and Councilor Ken Woods, Jr. voting YES.
PUBLIC FACILITY STRATEGY

Mr. Wyatt indicated that since December of 1996, the City had an allocation of building permits tied to sewer capacity.  Shortly thereafter, a new sewer plant was constructed, and the City continued the building permit allocation in 1999 because of limits in the water system.  Mr. Wyatt reported the Public Facility Strategy will expire in August, 2009.  Since building permits have dropped off and our water capacity has improved due to construction of the ASR system, the State would not support an extension of the public facility strategy.  Mr. Wyatt stated he wanted to let the Council know that program will sunset in August.

Mayor Fairchild commented that he worries that this program helped out the City by discouraging one large builder from coming in and putting in 300 cookie-cutter houses at one time, and with it gone there is nothing to stop that.  Councilor Voves asked, given our current numbers, if the City issued all those permits, how many years would it be before we would have to do something about sewer and water capacity.  Mr. Braun indicated that if the City were to implement the reclaimed water project for irrigation, it would extend our existing water supply by a minimum of ten years.  He stated staff expects to reach capacity at around 2014, and the reclaimed water project would extend that date well into the next decade.  Councilor Shein asked what growth rate that assumes.  Mr. Braun stated that is based on a 2.5% growth rate, which is typical.  
OREGON HEALTHY KIDS PROGRAM

Mr. Wyatt reviewed a brochure from the Governor’s office about Oregon’s Healthy Kids Program.

OTHER 

Mr. Wyatt reported that the City was awarded stimulus money for overlays throughout town, and North Santiam Paving is the apparent low bidder for the project.
COMMUNICATIONS AND PETITIONS

RESOLUTIONS

Resolution No. 3189: A Resolution relating to Fair Housing.

A roll call vote was taken and Mayor Fairchild declared Resolution No. 3189 to have PASSED BY A UNANIMOUS VOTE with Council President Brian Dalton, Councilor Warren Lamb, Councilor Kevin Marshall, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor David Shein, Councilor Dave Voves, and Councilor Ken Woods, Jr. voting YES.
FIRST READING OF ORDINANCE

SECOND READING OF ORDINANCE

Ordinance No. 1704:  An Ordinance amending provisions of the Dallas City Code Sections 5.380, 5.386, and 5.388, relating to dogs, and repealing conflicting ordinances.

Mayor Fairchild declared Ordinance No. 1704 to have passed its second reading.  Council Mayor Fairchild declared Ordinance Number 1704 to have PASSED BY A UNANIMOUS VOTE with Council President Brian Dalton, Councilor Warren Lamb, Councilor Kevin Marshall, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor David Shein, Councilor Dave Voves, and Councilor Ken Woods, Jr. voting YES. 

Ordinance No. 1705:  An Ordinance amending provisions of Dallas City Code Section 5.020, relating to unnecessary noise, and repealing conflicting ordinances.

Mayor Fairchild declared Ordinance No. 1705 to have passed its second reading.  Council Mayor Fairchild declared Ordinance Number 1705 to have PASSED BY A UNANIMOUS VOTE with Council President Brian Dalton, Councilor Warren Lamb, Councilor Kevin Marshall, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor David Shein, Councilor Dave Voves, and Councilor Ken Woods, Jr. voting YES. 

OTHER BUSINESS

Mayor Fairchild stated that the funeral for former Mayor Gwen VanDenBosch would be held on Thursday, August 6 at 10 a.m.

Councilor Dalton asked the status of the Blue Garden.  Mr. Wyatt indicated the owner was cited and served and she was scheduled for her first court appearance the following week.  Mr. Wyatt reported the Building Official has been in the building and stated progress has been made.  Mr. Shetterly explained the first court date is when the owner will enter a plea, and a trial date will be set some months in the future.  

Mr. Wyatt reported the Governor’s office declared August 10-14 Code Enforcement Officers’ Recognition Week.  

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 7:55 p.m.

Read and approved this _______ day of _________________________ 2009.
















_______________________________________

                                     Mayor

ATTEST:

_________________________________________


City Manager

