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DALLAS CITY COUNCIL

Tuesday, September 8, 2009

Council Chambers

The Dallas City Council met in regular session on Tuesday, September 8, 2009, at 7:02 p.m. in the Council Chambers of City Hall with Mayor Jim Fairchild presiding. 

ROLL CALL
Council members present:  Council President Brian Dalton, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Councilor Kevin Marshall, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor David Shein, Councilor Dave Voves, and Councilor LaVonne Wilson.  Excused: Councilor Warren Lamb and Councilor Ken Woods, Jr. 

Also present were:  City Manager Jerry Wyatt, City Attorney Lane Shetterly, Police Chief John Teague, Community Development Director Jason Locke, Finance Director Cecilia Ward, Assistant City Manager Kim Marr, and Recording Secretary Emily Gagner.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG

Mayor Fairchild led the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Mayor Fairchild declared the minutes of the August 17, 2009, Council meeting approved as presented.  

QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE

Mayor Fairchild asked for comments or questions from the audience on items other than those on the agenda.  There were none.    

PUBLIC HEARINGS

REPORTS OR COMMENTS FROM COUNCIL MEMBERS

COMMITTEE REPORTS OF AUGUST 17, 2009

Public Safety Committee – Councilor LaVonne Wilson, Chair

Councilor Wilson reviewed the topics presented to the Public Safety Committee meeting as presented in the agenda packet.  

Councilor Wilson discussed the Police Parking agenda item.  Mr. Shetterly indicated that the process should be for a Councilor to make a motion to direct the preparation of an ordinance to allow this, since angle parking is currently in the Code.  

Councilor Wilson made a motion to direct the preparation of an Ordinance to accommodate the proposed parking.  The motion was duly seconded.  

Councilor Scroggin asked why the cars were parked on Court Street.  Chief Teague stated the cars in front are the cars that are on duty.  He noted officers cannot see out of the back of the police cars because of the cage and other equipment, which makes backing even more dangerous.  Chief Teague pointed out having the police cars able to pull out and turn left or right would eliminate the need for the police to have to drive around the block in order to head west.

There was discussion about balancing the Police Department’s needs with the loss of two parking spaces.  There was discussion about possibly combining parallel and angle parking so that there was only one parking space lost.  Mr. Shetterly explained that at the second reading of the Ordinance, the Council can have a Resolution to implement the actual parking changes, so there was time for staff to look into solutions before that took place. 

The motion CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY with Council President Brian Dalton, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Councilor Kevin Marshall, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor David Shein, Councilor Dave Voves, and Councilor LaVonne Wilson voting YES.

Administrative Committee Meeting – Councilor Ken Woods, Jr., Chair 

Because Councilor Woods was excused, Council President Dalton reported on the topics presented to the Administrative Committee as included in the agenda packet.  

REPORTS OF SPECIAL COMMITTEES AND CITY OFFICERS

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE AND VISITOR’S CENTER SUMMERFEST APPRECIATION

Mayor Fairchild presented to Chelsea Pope, Executive Director of the Dallas Area Chamber of Commerce and Visitor’s Center a letter and certificate of appreciation.  He indicated the City and Council appreciate the great partnership they have with the Chamber.

DISCUSSION REGARDING SUPPORT OF PUTTING EXTENSION DISTRICT ON THE BALLOT

Mayor Fairchild indicated that because of state cutbacks, there have been a number of these agricultural and education groups that have lost the majority of their funds.  He reported with their funds going down, the Polk County Extension Service asked if they City would allow them to place this before the people to see if they wished to allow the formation of a tax district.  The special district would be under the ruling of the Polk County Commissioners and would include all of Polk County.  He stated the Polk County Extension Service is asking each of the cities in Polk County if they would be willing to be included in the proposed tax district.  He indicated the Council would not be endorsing the tax district by a yes vote on the resolution, just saying that if the voters approved this district, the City would be included.
Councilor Voves asked if all the cities in Polk County had to approve this before it could go to the voters.  Mr. Shetterly explained they did, since the proposed tax district includes the entire county.  Council President Dalton commented that the Extension Service in Dallas has had a long and productive relationship with the community, noting they have included historically noble programs.  Councilor Marshall pointed out the Resolution is just to allow this to get to a vote, so there is nothing contentious about what the Council is being asked to do.  Councilor Scroggin asked what would happen if this was not approved by the voters.  Mayor Fairchild indicated the Polk County Commissioners have no money to fund it, so if it is defeated in the election, the programs will most likely be gone.  

Resolution No. 3191: A Resolution approving inclusion of the City of Dallas in Polk County 4-H, Master Gardener, Agriculture and Forestry Extension District.

A roll call vote was taken and Mayor Fairchild declared Resolution No. 3191 to have PASSED BY A MAJORITY VOTE with Council President Brian Dalton, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Councilor Kevin Marshall, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor Dave Voves, and Councilor LaVonne Wilson voting YES and Councilor Shein abstaining.
ISO PUBLIC PROTECTION CLASSIFICATION UPDATE

Mr. Wyatt reviewed the letter from ISO upgrading the City’s public protection classification rating and stated staff is comfortable with the rating of 3.   

POLK COUNTY MULTI-JURISDICTIONAL HAZARD MITIGATION PLAN UPDATE

Mr. Wyatt explained the hazard mitigation plan was updated recently.  He stated the purpose of the hazard mitigation plan is to identify and assess vulnerabilities and risks, both manmade and natural that may affect the City.

Mr. Locke explained the original plan, adopted in 2005, did not delve into individual jurisdictions.  He stated that since its adoption, FEMA and Homeland Security have developed additional criteria of what they wanted to see in these hazard mitigation plans.  He noted adoption of the City’s portion of this plan is a prerequisite to apply for FEMA and Homeland Security grants which could be used to mitigate the costs related to this type of event.  He indicated the events include flooding, fires, winter storms, earthquakes, etc., noting staff removed some more exotic hazards that would not be experienced in Dallas.  Mr. Locke indicated many of the items have a status of “ongoing” because the City is constantly updating our infrastructure and emergency preparedness.  He indicated the City had gotten preliminary approval from FEMA that this plan meets the requirements of federal regulations.   Mr. Locke explained the updates to the plan were done through a grant program, so there was no cost to the City.  Mr. Locke indicated the status of some items says “consider” where the City doesn’t want to discount the need, but may not be able to do the project.  

Councilor Shein made a motion to direct staff to prepare a resolution adopting the 2009 Polk County Hazard Mitigation Plan.  The motion was duly seconded and CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY with Council President Brian Dalton, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Councilor Kevin Marshall, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor David Shein, Councilor Dave Voves, and Councilor LaVonne Wilson voting YES. 

FARM PROPERTY LEASE

Mr. Wyatt explained the City owns some farm property by the Wastewater Treatment Facility that is leased and the current lease is up in October.  He states several people have expressed an interest in leasing the land for farming purposes.  He asked the Council to consider going out for proposals for farming operations on these properties.  Mr. Wyatt reviewed the criteria the Council would look at in the proposals and discussed a minimum price that would be accepted.  Mr. Wyatt stated that in the contract he would like a provision that at any time, the City could cancel the lease with six months notice, which would still give them time to harvest their crop.  Councilor Lawson asked the reason behind giving the City an out.  Mr. Wyatt stated it’s always good to have the option in case of unforeseen circumstances.  

Council President Dalton indicated that in the long term he does favor letting go of the land when the time is right.  Councilor Voves went on record that some of the Council would not be in favor of selling the property.  After more discussion about the ramifications of having the six-month cancellation provision, Mayor Fairchild stated that having been raised on a farm, he knows that a lease like that is not an unusual situation, it’s part of the gamble of being a farmer.  Mr. Wyatt stated he could have the proposals for the next Council meeting.

Councilor Scroggin made a motion to direct the City Manager to receive proposals for leasing two of the City’s farm properties adjacent to Bowersville Road identified as Exhibit A, Property Deed B383P1088 and Exhibit B, Property Deed B352P1936.  The motion was duly seconded and CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY with Council President Brian Dalton, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Councilor Kevin Marshall, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor David Shein, Councilor Dave Voves, and Councilor LaVonne Wilson voting YES.

BLUE GARDEN UPDATE

Mr. Wyatt reported he walked through the Blue Garden.  He indicated the outside of the building had been cleaned up, the interior has been sprayed and rinsed with no sign of mold or mildew on any of the walls, new trusses and beams have been installed, and most of the floor is cleared of junk.  He stated there is some equipment and booths that are being stored in the front of the building, but it is all items they will be keeping as they are in good condition.  He stated the building is tight and sealed.  He noted there is one pending item; the property owner is required to keep some sort of heat in the building so the mold and mildew will not return.

OTHER 

Mr. Wyatt reviewed two upcoming business events.
Mr. Wyatt reported on some changes in the paving project schedule.

Mayor Fairchild indicated the annual Council dinner would be held on October 11.  

COMMUNICATIONS AND PETITIONS

OLCC CHANGE OF OWNERSHIP APPLICATION FOR HONG KONG RESTAURANT

Mr. Wyatt reviewed the application for a change of ownership for Hong Kong Restaurant.

Council President Dalton made a motion to recommend to the OLCC to grant the license for a change of ownership at 325 Main Street for Hong Kong Restaurant.  The motion was duly seconded and CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY with Council President Brian Dalton, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Councilor Kevin Marshall, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor David Shein, Councilor Dave Voves, and Councilor LaVonne Wilson voting YES.
RESOLUTIONS

Resolution No. 3191: A Resolution approving inclusion of the City of Dallas in Polk County    4-H, Master Gardener, Agriculture and Forestry Extension District.

This Resolution was voted on earlier in the meeting.

FIRST READING OF ORDINANCE

Ordinance No. 1706: An Ordinance establishing procedures for City Council recommendations to the Oregon Liquor Control Commission regarding granting, renewing, modifying or denying of liquor licenses within the City.

Mayor Fairchild declared Ordinance No. 1706 to have passed its first reading.

SECOND READING OF ORDINANCE

OTHER BUSINESS

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 8:11 p.m.

Read and approved this _______ day of _________________________ 2009.
















_______________________________________

                                     Mayor

ATTEST:

_________________________________________


City Manager

