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DALLAS CITY COUNCIL

Monday, September 21, 2009

Council Chambers

The Dallas City Council met in regular session on Monday, September 21, 2009, at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers of City Hall with Mayor Jim Fairchild presiding. 

ROLL CALL
Council members present:  Council President Brian Dalton, Councilor Warren Lamb, Councilor Kevin Marshall, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor David Shein, Councilor Dave Voves, Councilor LaVonne Wilson and Councilor Ken Woods, Jr.  Excused: Councilor Jackie Lawson.

Also present were:  City Manager Jerry Wyatt, City Attorney Lane Shetterly, Police Chief John Teague, Community Development Director Jason Locke, Finance Director Cecilia Ward, Assistant City Manager Kim Marr, and Recording Secretary Emily Gagner.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG

Mayor Fairchild led the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Mayor Fairchild declared the minutes of the September 8, 2009, Council meeting approved as presented.  

QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE

Mayor Fairchild asked for comments or questions from the audience on items other than those on the agenda.  There were none.    

PUBLIC HEARINGS

Public Hearing on the Annexation of tax lots 8.5.5B 200, 300, 400, 500, 600, 1800, 1801, 1900, 1902, 1093, 2000, 2100 and 8.5.5A 400, totaling 49 +/- acres and withdrawal from Southwestern Polk County Rural Fire Protection District.

Mayor Fairchild opened the Public Hearing at 7:05 p.m.  He reviewed the public hearing procedure.    

Jason Locke, Community Development Director, reviewed the staff report for the proposed annexation.  He noted the Planning Commission recommended approval of the annexation.  He explained there is no zone change at this time because there is the potential to designate this as another Master Plan Node to ensure the ideas of transportation, utilities, and land use function well together.  Councilor Shein asked why the far southern section of the UGB wasn’t included in the annexation.  Mr. Locke explained the owner just opened a dairy and staff considered that to be incompatible with an urban use.  

Council President Dalton asked about Code Enforcement of the properties being annexed.  Mr. Locke stated once the properties were in City limits, they would be under the City’s jurisdiction whether it was for code enforcement or library cards.  

Jerry Carlson, applicant, noted he was a long-time resident of Dallas and plans to retire in Dallas soon.  He stated he agreed with the staff report as it was written and indicated his interest in moving the annexations along was his interest in cleaning up one property and help develop one of the properties.  There were no questions of the applicant.

There was no testimony from the audience.
Mayor Fairchild closed the Public Hearing at 7:14 p.m.   

Councilor Woods moved to direct staff to prepare an Ordinance adopting the proposed annexation and prepare notices to affected agencies in accordance with the applicable Oregon Revised Statutes.  The motion was duly seconded by Councilor Scroggin and CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY with Council President Brian Dalton, Councilor Warren Lamb, Councilor Kevin Marshall, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor David Shein, Councilor Dave Voves, Councilor LaVonne Wilson and Councilor Ken Woods, Jr. voting YES.

REPORTS OR COMMENTS FROM COUNCIL MEMBERS

Council President Dalton indicated he participated in a clean-up on property owned by a family whose husband is serving in Iraq.  He stated it was a vacant house which needed help and a number of volunteers cleaned that up the past weekend.    

REPORTS OF SPECIAL COMMITTEES AND CITY OFFICERS

UNITED WAY PRESENTATION 

Denise Swanson, Resource Development Director for the Mid-Willamette Valley United Way, discussed with the Council the things United Way does for the community.  Ms Swanson indicated United Way raised over $2 million last year and they hoped for that again in the coming year.  She then reviewed the programs United Way is currently serving in Dallas.             

DOWNTOWN TREE PLANTING PROJECT

Jason Locke reported that at the last Urban Renewal Advisory Committee meeting, staff brought forth a proposal to start replanting some of the trees that were lost on Main Street, noting they also looked at trees on Washington Street.  Mr. Locke indicated staff scouted out potential locations and got an Oregon State Urban Forester involved to make sure they picked the right trees.  He stated that from a staff perspective, there is some urgency to replant since the City of Dallas was named a Tree City, USA and lost almost an entire block of trees, so the staff didn’t want to wait to implement the downtown streetscape plan.  Mr. Locke then reviewed the tree planting plan which proposed planting a total of 24 trees, including 11 on Main Street.  He said staff had talked to several business owners and many were excited and felt it would be an enhancement to their businesses. Mr. Locke indicated the total cost of the project would be about $6,500, which would be funded out of Urban Renewal money.  

There was some discussion about the choice of trees to be planted, including size and artistic placement of the trees.  Mayor Fairchild confirmed the consensus of the Council was to proceed with the project.

FARM PROPERTY LEASE

Mr. Wyatt reviewed the three submitted proposals for leasing the farm property.  He stated as he looked at each one, each proposal included experience, had good qualities, and offered something appealing.  Mr. Wyatt recommended the Council accept the proposal from Fast Farms. 

Councilor Wilson moved to direct the City Attorney to prepare a farm lease agreement with Kirk Fast Farms.  The motion was seconded by Councilor Lamb and CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY with Council President Brian Dalton, Councilor Warren Lamb, Councilor Kevin Marshall, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor David Shein, Councilor Dave Voves, Councilor LaVonne Wilson and Councilor Ken Woods, Jr. voting YES.

STREET MAINTENANCE FEE

 Mr. Wyatt indicated the Council packet included the questions and responses from the Public Hearing that was held on August 17.  He advised the Council that he would like to schedule three community forums to review the information with citizens.  Mr. Wyatt discussed the three issues that stood out most from the public hearing, specifically the timing of the fee, whether or not there would be a cap, and what exactly the rate would be.  Mr. Wyatt reviewed staff’s proposal to have a flat base rate for every utility customer, both residential and commercial.
Councilor Shein expressed concern about having a conversation with the community before there was a concrete proposal in place.  Mr. Wyatt confirmed staff was recommending a flat rate for the fee.  Council President Dalton agreed with Councilor Shein’s idea of going to the public with something concrete, and asked what was proposed for non-profits.  Mr. Wyatt stated they would be included, as the fee is being proposed across the board.  He indicated the only difference is for multi-family units or shopping plazas with only one meter and several tenants, those would be charged per unit.  Councilor Lamb and Mayor Fairchild agreed the proposal was much easier to understand and implement.  Council President Dalton stated one major concern of the earlier proposal was that it would entail a great deal of staff time, and asked if the new proposal would be more staff friendly.  Mr. Wyatt stated it would certainly not take the staff time of the previous proposal.  Councilor Wilson thanked Mr. Wyatt and his staff for the work they put in noting they took the Council and public input and developed a plan that is a very equal way for everyone to contribute.  Councilor Lamb stated he liked that all the public’s questions were answered, which shows the staff and Council do listen to the public.  
Mayor Fairchild confirmed that it was the consensus of the Council to hold two or three community chats for the public to be able to discuss the proposed Street Improvement Fee.      

SENIOR CENTER UPDATE

Mr. Wyatt reported the work to secure funds for the Senior Center continues to move forward.  He stated he would like to have the Council’s support to appoint a new group that would focus solely on fund raising for the new senior center.  He explained the Senior Center Advisory Committee had been focused on site selection and the profile of the new building, adding they served well.  Mr. Wyatt indicated the new group would focus more on funding, including the Community Development Block Grant and other grants.  The consensus of the Council was to move forward with the formation of a new committee to focus on fundraising.
JOINT CITY/SCHOOL/CHAMBER MEETING

Mr. Wyatt indicated there would be a joint meeting with the School Board, Chamber Board and City Council on November 17 at 6:00 p.m. in the High School Library to discuss community visioning.  

REPORT ON THE SEPTEMBER 15 PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING

Mr. Wyatt reviewed the agenda from the September 15 Planning Commission meeting.

DEPARTMENT REPORTS FOR THE MONTH OF AUGUST

Mr. Wyatt reviewed the department reports for the month of August.    

OTHER 

Mr. Wyatt informed the Council that there were no agenda items for the September 28 Administrative and Public Safety Committees, so he advised cancelling the meeting.   
Mr. Wyatt reported there would be some general sprucing up in certain areas of City Hall including cleaning and painting.  He indicated staff would be volunteering to paint and help clean up.  

COMMUNICATIONS AND PETITIONS

RESOLUTIONS

Resolution No. 3192: A Resolution adopting the Polk County Multi-Jurisdictional Hazard Mitigation Plan.

A roll call vote was taken and Mayor Fairchild declared Resolution No. 3192 to have PASSED BY A UNANIMOUS VOTE with Council President Brian Dalton, Councilor Warren Lamb, Councilor Kevin Marshall, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor David Shein, Councilor Dave Voves, Councilor LaVonne Wilson and Councilor Ken Woods, Jr. voting YES.

FIRST READING OF ORDINANCE

Ordinance No. 1707: An Ordinance amending Dallas City Code Section 6.305, relating to parking; and repealing conflicting provisions.

Mr. Wyatt indicated this Ordinance would allow the police to park perpendicular and include parallel parking across the street.  

Mayor Fairchild declared Ordinance No. 1707 to have passed its first reading.

SECOND READING OF ORDINANCE

Ordinance No. 1706: An Ordinance establishing procedures for City Council recommendations to the Oregon Liquor Control Commission regarding granting, renewing, modifying or denying of liquor licenses within the City.

Mayor Fairchild declared Ordinance No. 1706 to have passed its second reading.  A roll call vote was taken and Mayor Fairchild declared Ordinance Number 1706 to have PASSED BY A UNANIMOUS VOTE with Council President Brian Dalton, Councilor Warren Lamb, Councilor Kevin Marshall, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor David Shein, Councilor Dave Voves, Councilor LaVonne Wilson and Councilor Ken Woods, Jr. voting YES.
OTHER BUSINESS

Councilor Wilson complimented the City Attorney for all the work he puts in to the Ordinances and Resolutions and thanked him.

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 8:22 p.m.

Read and approved this _______ day of _________________________ 2009.
















_______________________________________

                                     Mayor

ATTEST:

_________________________________________


City Manager

