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DALLAS CITY COUNCIL

Monday, October 19, 2009

Council Chambers

The Dallas City Council met in regular session on Monday, October 19, 2009, at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers of City Hall with Mayor Jim Fairchild presiding. 

ROLL CALL
Council members present:  Council President Brian Dalton, Councilor Warren Lamb, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Councilor Kevin Marshall, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor David Shein, Councilor Dave Voves, Councilor LaVonne Wilson and Councilor Ken Woods, Jr.  

Also present were:  City Manager Jerry Wyatt, City Attorney Lane Shetterly, Public Works Director Fred Braun, Assistant Public Works Director Kenn Carter, Finance Director Cecilia Ward, Community Development Director Jason Locke, Fire Chief Bill Hahn, Police Chief John Teague, Assistant City Manager Kim Marr, and Recording Secretary Emily Gagner.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG

Mayor Fairchild led the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Mayor Fairchild declared the minutes of the October 5, 2009, Council meeting approved as presented.  

QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE

Mayor Fairchild asked for comments or questions from the audience on items other than those on the agenda. There were none.

PUBLIC HEARINGS

REPORTS OR COMMENTS FROM COUNCIL MEMBERS

Councilor Wilson thanked the staff and especially Mrs. Marr for hosting the Council dinner.  

Councilor Wilson commented about an article in the Itemizer Observer in which the Dallas Police Department warned of a phone scam.  She thanked the Police Department for going to that extra effort.  

REPORTS OF SPECIAL COMMITTEES AND CITY OFFICERS

EMPLOYEE/VOLUNTEER RECOGNITION AWARDS

Mr. Wyatt presented the employee of the quarter award to Troy Skinner, Building Inspector II, who has been with the City since February of 2006.

Mr. Wyatt presented the volunteer of the quarter award to Rennie Satak, who has volunteered at the Library for over 5 years.                 

GOVERNOR’S PHYSICAL FITNESS AWARD

Mayor Fairchild presented the Governor’s Physical Fitness Award to Grant Boustead on behalf of the Oregon Governor’s Council on Physical Fitness.    

Mr. Boustead stated Dallas has been a great place to get involved and it has been a pure joy working here.  He thanked the City of Dallas for giving him plenty of opportunities to jump in and get involved. 

FISH TRAP AND HAUL PROGRAM AT MERCER DAM

Mr. Wyatt indicated staff has been working with Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife (ODFW), the Rickreall Watershed Council (RWC) and the Polk County Sportsman’s Club to provide fish access to spawning and rearing habitat above Mercer Dam.

Kenn Carter stated those groups want to trap Coho salmon below the dam, and then haul them over the dam to the other side.  Mr. Carter stated historically, ODFW was not keen on the idea of keeping Coho salmon runs going after steelhead became endangered, but recently, they have backed off that position and once again cooperate in these efforts.  Mr. Carter stated steelhead migrates up the river in early spring, so they would not be present when the salmon trapping will be done.  

Charles Redon of the Rickreall Watershed Council indicated surveys have been done in the tributaries above the dam and there are several miles of good fish habitat above the dam, so doing the trap and haul would bolster fish populations.  He noted if the Council should ever decide it’s not something they want to do, they could stop it without ramifications.

Jason Duncan of the Polk County Sportsman’s Club and RWC indicated that this is looking to be a big year and he estimated there would be between 20 and 100 fish trapped.  He stated there is a lack of spawning habitat below the dam, but above the dam there are excellent spawning habitats and the water temperatures will be good for the fish.  He said this has the potential to make a nice run of fish on the Rickreall.

Councilor Shein asked what the potential adverse impacts could be.  Mr. Carter stated one example would be that each spring staff places weirs in the tributary creeks to monitor the flow into the reservoir and that involves some minor dredge and fill activity and sets up barriers to fish.  He indicated staff would have to adjust that process in some way to allow for the fish movement.  He noted he doesn’t see problems if they just trap and haul Coho, because they are not a threatened species.  

Councilor Wilson indicated concern about running into legal issues with the City’s sole water supply with regard to federal aid or anything like that.  Mr. Redon explained that ODFW has a permit to do research, which includes trapping fish.  ODFW has authorized the RWC to trap Coho under that permit, and that research permit covers any damage done to steelhead.  Mr. Redon explained that gives a level of protection to the City.

Councilor Woods asked what would happen if this is a successful program and the Department of Fish and Wildlife mandates the City do the same for steelhead.  Mr. Carter stated they may strongly encourage the City to do that and may have bargaining tools to try to get us to do it, but he didn’t’ think legally they could mandate the City to start a program.

Mr. Wyatt explained this could be an annual decision by the Council that could be stopped at any time and without any restrictions on the City participation.  

Councilor Voves made a motion to approve the proposed 2009 Aaron Mercer Dam Coho Salmon Trap and Haul Program.  Councilor Shein seconded the motion.  Councilor Lawson amended the motion to state the program must be evaluated each year.  The amendment was duly seconded and CARRIED BY A MAJORITY with Council President Brian Dalton, Councilor Warren Lamb, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Councilor Kevin Marshall, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor David Shein, Councilor Dave Voves, and Councilor Ken Woods, Jr. voting YES and Councilor Wilson voting NO.  The amended motion to approve the 2009 Aaron Mercer Dam Coho salmon trap and haul program, which will be evaluated annually, CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY with Council President Brian Dalton, Councilor Warren Lamb, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Councilor Kevin Marshall, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor David Shein, Councilor Dave Voves, Councilor LaVonne Wilson and Councilor Ken Woods, Jr. voting YES.

DALLAS TAX RATE DISCUSSION

Mayor Fairchild indicated after he saw the recent article in the newspaper about the Dallas tax rate, he talked with Mr. Schmidt at the Polk County Assessor’s office to ask for clarification of the 6% increase in Dallas.  Mayor Fairchild pointed out the chart that Mr. Schmidt gave him that was included in the Council packet and shows that the City’s tax rate only increased by the 3% the City is allowed to do based on Measures 5 and 50.  He indicated the increase came from two areas, the Dallas School District bond amount went up this year, and Chemeketa passed a bond in 2007 and they sold those bonds this year.    

Councilor Lawson asked if the 6% reported by the Itemizer Observer was incorrect.  Mayor Fairchild explained that the 6% increase reported is an aggregate of all tax districts as shown on page 12 of the agenda packet.  

REPORT ON OCTOBER 13, 2009 PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING

Mr. Wyatt reviewed the agenda of the October 13, 2009, Planning Commission meeting.  He reminded the Council of the workshop scheduled for 5:30 p.m. on Tuesday, October 27, to discuss the Development Code updates.

DEPARTMENT MONTHLY REPORTS

Councilor Lamb asked if the Fleet Management chart showed percentage of time or expenditures.  Mr. Wyatt explained it showed time spent in each department.  Council President Dalton commented that the park restrooms get vandalized often.  Mr. Wyatt explained staff is working on a plan to minimize that.    

OTHER   

COMMUNICATIONS AND PETITIONS

Mr. Wyatt passed out a letter from Chelsea Pope, Executive Director of the Dallas Chamber of Commerce and Visitors Center.  Ms. Pope explained the Chamber is preparing for Summerfest 2010 and are requesting approval from the Council to hold Summerfest on July 29, through August 1, 2010.  

Councilor Lawson made a motion to approve holding Summerfest 2010 on July 29, through August 1, 2010.  Councilor Lamb seconded the motion.  The motion CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY with Council President Brian Dalton, Councilor Warren Lamb, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Councilor Kevin Marshall, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor David Shein, Councilor Dave Voves, Councilor LaVonne Wilson and Councilor Ken Woods, Jr. voting YES.

RESOLUTIONS

Resolution No. 3194: A Resolution endorsing and declaring support for the Dallas School District November 3, 2009, $8.6 million school bond measure.
A roll call vote was taken and Mayor Fairchild declared Resolution No. 3194 to have PASSED BY A MAJORITY VOTE with Council President Brian Dalton, Councilor Warren Lamb, Councilor Kevin Marshall, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor David Shein, Councilor Dave Voves, Councilor LaVonne Wilson and Councilor Ken Woods, Jr. voting YES and Councilor Lawson abstaining.

Resolution No. 3195: A Resolution requesting and authorizing the Mid-Willamette Valley Council of Governments to apply for technical assistance grant funding from the Oregon Department of Land Conservation and Development on behalf of the City of Dallas.

Mr. Locke explained this Resolution is to authorize the Council of Governments (COG) to apply for technical assistance grant funding on our behalf and act as our grant manager to do work for us to update our Comprehensive Plan. The grant would total about $40-60,000, and would keep administrative costs down for the City.  Mr. Wyatt pointed out the City’s Comprehensive Plan is over thirteen years old and needs to be addressed.  Councilor Shein asked who would do the work.  Mr. Locke explained the COG would do it.  

A roll call vote was taken and Mayor Fairchild declared Resolution No. 3195 to have PASSED BY A UNANIMOUS VOTE with Council President Brian Dalton, Councilor Warren Lamb, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Councilor Kevin Marshall, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor David Shein, Councilor Dave Voves, Councilor LaVonne Wilson and Councilor Ken Woods, Jr.  voting YES.

FIRST READING OF ORDINANCE

SECOND READING OF ORDINANCE

Ordinance No. 1708: An Ordinance declaring 49 acres, more or less, of territory located east of Kings Valley Highway and south of the city limits of the City of Dallas annexed to the City of Dallas and withdrawn from Southwestern Polk County Rural Fire Protection District.

Mayor Fairchild declared Ordinance No. 1708 to have passed its second reading.  A roll call vote was taken and Mayor Fairchild declared Ordinance Number 1708 to have PASSED BY A MAJORITY VOTE with Council President Brian Dalton, Councilor Warren Lamb, Councilor Kevin Marshall, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor David Shein, Councilor Dave Voves, Councilor LaVonne Wilson and Councilor Ken Woods, Jr. voting YES and Councilor Lawson abstaining.
OTHER BUSINESS

Councilor Shein asked how close they are to fixing the backup power supply at the Wastewater Treatment Plant.  Mr. Braun explained the staff out there corrected problem, which was a combination of a battery failure and a programming issue.  

Councilor Shein stated he was pleased the City has the quarterly award for employees and especially volunteers.  He noted the City runs a very lean operation due in no small part to our volunteers and we can’t acknowledge that too much.

Councilor Lawson explained she abstained from two votes because she had been on a mission trip which caused her to miss two Council meetings, and she did not have enough information to make a decision.

Mr. Wyatt indicated the first community chat on the proposed street fee went well.  He noted the Councilors in attendance did a great job and the chat was well attended by the public.  Mr. Wyatt reported he had one question from the first chat that needed follow-up, which staff has done.  He stated he will wait to finish all three chats before posting answers to all the questions that are raised.  Mr. Wyatt advised it was a good opportunity to share information and explain to the public why we need this.  Councilor Marshall asked if the event was well attended.  Mr. Wyatt stated there were 10 citizens in attendance.  City Attorney Shetterly clarified that only four Councilors were at the community chat, so there was no quorum present and no requirement for meeting laws.  

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 8:04 p.m.

Read and approved this _______ day of _________________________ 2009.
















_______________________________________

                                     Mayor

ATTEST:

_________________________________________


City Manager

