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DALLAS CITY COUNCIL

Monday, January 14, 2010
Council Chambers

The Dallas City Council met in regular session on Monday, January 4, 2010, at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers of City Hall with Mayor Jim Fairchild presiding. 

ROLL CALL
Council members present:  Council President Brian Dalton, Councilor Warren Lamb, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Councilor Kevin Marshall, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor David Shein, Councilor LaVonne Wilson and Councilor Ken Woods, Jr.  Excused:  Councilor Dave Voves. 

Also present were:  City Manager Jerry Wyatt, City Attorney Lane Shetterly, Assistant City Manager Kim Marr, Fire Chief Bill Hahn, Police Chief John Teague, Finance Director Cecilia Ward, Public Works Director Fred Braun, and Recording Secretary Emily Gagner.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

Mayor Fairchild led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Mayor Fairchild declared the minutes of the December 21, 2009, Council meeting approved as presented.  
QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE

Mayor Fairchild asked for comments or questions from the audience on items other than those on the agenda.  He reviewed the guidelines for those wishing to speak.

Faye Frei stated she has met local residents whose social security checks have been reduced and have to choose between buying food or medication.  She reviewed how the economy has affected residents.  She stated information she received indicates Dallas will receive a sizeable sum in gas tax, which they should use before putting a fee on residents and businesses.  She commented that the City claims to not have enough money to mail information to all citizens, but according to the Itemizer Observer, they have enough money to give every city employee a 4% increase in salary.  She asked the Council to put the street fee on hold until economic recovery happens and to put it to a vote.  

Tom Parsons indicated that as an owner of property in Dallas, he is concerned that the Council can attach a fee to his property without notifying him.  He stated he owns property in Lincoln City and the council notifies him of any issues or meetings that affect his property there.

Frank Pender reported that he owns property in Dallas and he reiterated what he said on the record before.  He said it is a resolution, which can be changed whenever the Council wishes.  He said the Council says they won’t change the fee, but Councils change.  He asked the Council to reconsider putting the issue to a vote of the people.  

Craig Pope stated he sent an email to the Council recently about what happened in Tigard, where the Council decided to turn back their philosophy of these fees.  He asked the Council to reconsider what they are doing, noting he was a representative of the citizens to bring a force from outside the City to run the initiative to stop this.  He stated if the Council puts this through, they’re coming back at them and the citizens would be exercising their rights to turn this thing around.
Mr. Nimmo asked how the City, if they don’t have any money, can justify a 4% pay raise for their employees.     

Chelsea Pope, Executive Director of the Dallas Area Visitor Center and Chamber of Commerce thanked the Council and staff for their assistance with Winterfest this past December.  She stated there was a wonderful turnout despite the weather.  She thanked the Fire Department staff and all the volunteers that helped with putting up and taking down the decorations throughout town.  She noted the following Friday would be the 53rd Annual Community Awards Ceremony, and asked for nominations.

PUBLIC HEARINGS  

REPORTS OR COMMENTS FROM COUNCIL MEMBERS

Mayor Fairchild welcomed James Futrell from Troop 288 who was attending the meeting in order to get his communication badge.

Council President Dalton clarified that in setting up and taking down the holiday decorations, Bill White volunteers his time and works hard to help keep the lighting running.  He added that  Pacific Power does contribute a truck.  

Council President Dalton noted there would be an Urban Renewal Advisory Committee meeting the following night and invited everyone interested to attend.

Councilor Lamb discussed Christmas Cheer, noting this year was a great success.  He reported that they fed 200 families and had 150 volunteers show up.  Councilor Lamb explained that the donations from individuals and businesses that make it a success and we should feel good about the community we live in.
Mayor’s Appointment of Standing Committees

Mayor Fairchild asked if there were questions concerning the appointments to the standing committees.  There were none.

COUNCIL APPOINTMENTS/REAPPOINTMENTS TO BUDGET COMMITTEE, PARK BOARD, PLANNING COMMISSION

Mr. Wyatt reviewed those people who were interested in appointment or reappointment to the Planning Commission, Park Board, and Planning Commission.

Council President Dalton moved to appoint or reappoint Carrie Mendell and Carol Kowash to the Planning Commission, Judy Boustead, Barbara Chaney, Dick Hoffman, Mellisa Spivey, Todd Nelson, and Tim Larson to the Park Board, and Lynn Hurt and Rich Wolcott to the Budget Committee.  The motion was duly seconded and CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY with Council President Brian Dalton, Councilor Warren Lamb, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Councilor Kevin Marshall, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor David Shein, Councilor LaVonne Wilson, and Councilor Ken Woods, Jr. voting YES.

COUNCIL RATIFICATION OF CITY MANAGER’S AGREEMENT

Councilor Shein moved to ratify the City Manager’s Agreement.  Councilor Lamb seconded the motion which CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY with Council President Brian Dalton, Councilor Warren Lamb, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Councilor Kevin Marshall, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor David Shein, Councilor LaVonne Wilson, and Councilor Ken Woods, Jr. voting YES.

REPORTS OF SPECIAL COMMITTEES AND CITY OFFICERS

CONSENT AGENDA FORMAT

Mr. Wyatt reviewed a sample consent agenda.  He stated staff would like to go to a consent agenda format at the Council meetings, which would allow the Council to adopt several items at one time.  He noted any item could be removed from the consent agenda to allow the Council to discuss that item more in-depth.  He stated it could include minutes, subcommittee reports, reports from commissions, or any type of information that is a report format.  Mr. Wyatt indicated this would help streamline the meetings.  He reiterated that any item could be pulled off the consent agenda for further review.  Mr. Shetterly reviewed the report that described a typical procedure and recommended a motion to adopt those items.

Councilor Shein moved to adopt the use of a consent agenda using the procedure as described in the staff report.  Councilor Wilson seconded the motion.  
Councilor Lawson indicated she did not want to include committee reports in the consent agenda.  Councilor Shein stated some committee reports are cut and dried, which would be appropriate on the consent agenda, and he noted that any item could be removed for discussion.  Mayor Fairchild suggested the committee chairman could ask to hold a certain item from a committee report off the consent agenda.  Councilor Woods stated this was about the only governmental body that didn’t use a consent agenda.  Councilor Scroggin commented that if a committee report had an action item, the Council could say it would automatically not be included in the consent agenda. 

The motion CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY with Council President Brian Dalton, Councilor Warren Lamb, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Councilor Kevin Marshall, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor David Shein, Councilor LaVonne Wilson and Councilor Ken Woods, Jr. voting YES.   

OTHER 

COMMUNICATIONS AND PETITIONS

MID WILLAMETTE VALLEY COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS ANNUAL AWARD DINNER

Mr. Wyatt reviewed an invitation to the COG Annual Award Dinner.  He stated the City was asked to do a presentation at that dinner. 

Mr. Wyatt also reviewed an invitation to the Dallas Retirement Village Rehabilitation Addition ribbon cutting and open house on January 20.

RESOLUTIONS

Resolution No. 3196: A Resolution setting the fee for appeal of an administrative action of the Building Official for violation of State Building Codes under Dallas City Code Sections 8.110 to 8.125.

A roll call vote was taken and Mayor Fairchild declared Resolution No. 3196 to have PASSED BY A UNANIMOUS VOTE with Council President Brian Dalton, Councilor Warren Lamb, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Councilor Kevin Marshall, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor David Shein, Councilor LaVonne Wilson and Councilor Ken Woods, Jr. voting YES.

FIRST READING OF ORDINANCE

SECOND READING OF ORDINANCE

Ordinance No. 1715: An Ordinance establishing a Street Maintenance Fee.

Councilor Lawson stated she felt the Council had done a good job listening to the community and constructing the street fee in an open ears format, but noted she felt she needed to be a voice for those in the community who oppose the fee.  She added she would be voting no.
Council President Dalton indicated he felt this was the result of a very deliberative process.  He stated the Council heard from hundreds of citizens in constructive ways and noted this ordinance bears little resemblance to the original proposal.  Council President Dalton explained the Council has talked about this for three years.  He acknowledged it is a difficult time to implement the fee, but if it’s not done now, three years from now the roads will be even worse and the fee would need to be much higher.  He added that this ordinance is sunsetted so it will go off the books in ten years.  

Mayor Fairchild commented that the staff and Council had done a good job listening to the community and adjusting to have the best compromise possible.  He added the Council listened, but they still have to do what they were elected to do: make this town a solid, proper community and maintain the infrastructure.
Mayor Fairchild declared Ordinance No. 1715 to have passed its second reading.  A roll call vote was taken and Mayor Fairchild declared Ordinance No. 1715 to have PASSED BY A MAJORITY VOTE with Council President Brian Dalton, Councilor Warren Lamb, Councilor Kevin Marshall, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor David Shein, Councilor LaVonne Wilson and Councilor Ken Woods, Jr. voting YES and Councilor Lawson voting NO.

Ordinance No. 1716: An Ordinance amending provisions of the Dallas City Code Section 8.110; and adding new provisions, relating to State Building Code Violations.

Mayor Fairchild declared Ordinance No. 1716 to have passed its second reading.  A roll call vote was taken and Mayor Fairchild declared Ordinance No. 1716 to have PASSED BY A UNANIMOUS VOTE with Council President Brian Dalton, Councilor Warren Lamb, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Councilor Kevin Marshall, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor David Shein, Councilor LaVonne Wilson and Councilor Ken Woods, Jr. voting YES.

OTHER BUSINESS

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 7:39 p.m.

Read and approved this _______ day of _________________________ 2010.
















_______________________________________

                                     Mayor

ATTEST:

_________________________________________


City Manager

