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DALLAS CITY COUNCIL

Monday, February 1, 2010

Council Chambers

The Dallas City Council met in regular session on Monday, February 1, 2010, at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers of City Hall with Mayor Jim Fairchild presiding. 

ROLL CALL AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Council members present:  Council President Brian Dalton, Councilor Warren Lamb, Councilor Kevin Marshall, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor David Shein, Councilor Dave Voves, Councilor LaVonne Wilson, and Councilor Ken Woods, Jr.  Excused: Councilor Jackie Lawson.

Also present were:  City Manager Jerry Wyatt, City Attorney Lane Shetterly, Assistant City Manager Kim Marr, Fire Chief Bill Hahn, Police Chief John Teague, Community Development Director Jason Locke, Finance Director Cecilia Ward, and Recording Secretary Emily Gagner.

Mayor Fairchild led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE

Mayor Fairchild asked for comments or questions from the audience on items other than those on the agenda. There were none.

PUBLIC HEARINGS  

CONSENT AGENDA

It was moved by Councilor Woods and seconded by Councilor Shein to approve the Consent Agenda as presented.  The motion CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY with Council President Brian Dalton, Councilor Warren Lamb, Councilor Kevin Marshall, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor David Shein, Councilor Dave Voves, Councilor LaVonne Wilson, and Councilor Ken Woods, Jr.  voting YES.

Items approved by the Consent Agenda were: a) approval of January 19 2010, City Council Minutes; b) acknowledge report of Jan 25 Administrative Committee meeting; c) acknowledge report of Jan 25 Building and Grounds Committee meeting; and d) acknowledge report of Jan 19 Library Board meeting.  
ITEMS REMOVED FROM CONSENT AGENDA

There were none.

REPORTS OR COMMENTS FROM COUNCIL MEMBERS

ACTION ITEMS FROM JAN 25, 2010 ADMIN COMMITTEE 

AUDITOR RFP

Councilor Woods reviewed the item, noting it had been 5 years since the City requested proposals for municipal audit services.  

It was moved by Councilor Woods and seconded by Councilor Shein to direct staff to submit a request for proposals for municipal audit services.  The motion CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY with Council President Brian Dalton, Councilor Warren Lamb, Councilor Kevin Marshall, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor David Shein, Councilor Dave Voves, Councilor LaVonne Wilson, and Councilor Ken Woods, Jr. voting YES. 

FISCAL POLICIES

Councilor Woods reviewed the item.  The consensus was to hold a workshop on the topic on February 10, 2010, at noon.  

MUNICIPAL COURT FEES

Councilor Woods reviewed the item.  Mr. Wyatt explained which fees on the proposal were new fees.  Councilor Lamb asked if the courts were coming out even on these items.  Mr. Wyatt confirmed they were.  

It was moved by Councilor Woods and seconded by Councilor Marshall to adopt the proposed Municipal Court fees schedule as submitted.  The motion CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY with Council President Brian Dalton, Councilor Warren Lamb, Councilor Kevin Marshall, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor David Shein, Councilor Dave Voves, Councilor LaVonne Wilson, and Councilor Ken Woods, Jr. voting YES.

OTHER

Councilor Woods reminded the Council of the need to set up a workshop to discuss the next year’s Council goals.  He indicated Mr. Wyatt would advise the Councilors of the status of the current goals and let them know what would be possible given the state of the budget in the next year.  Mr. Wyatt advised the Council that the goal-setting workshop was scheduled for March 10 at noon.
Councilor Lamb provided a report on the Rickreall Watershed Council activities, on which he is the Council representative.  He reported that the Coho salmon trap and haul went well, with thirty Coho put above the dam in the reservoir.  Councilor Lamb mentioned that the Rickreall Watershed Council recently completed the process to become incorporated.  

REPORTS FROM CITY MANAGER AND STAFF

MID-YEAR BUDGET REVIEW

Mr. Wyatt and Finance Director Cecilia Ward presented the 2009-2010 mid-year budget review.

Mr. Wyatt indicated he was working on building the General Fund and Utility Fund beginning balances back up after several years of having them spent down.  Mr. Wyatt reviewed the decreased revenues affecting the balance.  He reported that he projects the beginning balance in the General Fund next year would be about $1.3 million.

Mr. Wyatt reviewed the City’s cost savings efforts.  He explained the reason he did not implement a hiring freeze was because there are some positions that if vacant need to be filled.  He noted the City had adopted a zero position growth policy for some time.  Mr. Wyatt noted he has implemented job sharing where possible, reduced employee hours, done staff reassignments, and offered a retirement package to eligible employees.  

Mr. Wyatt discussed some possible short-term solutions or options, including the sale of City-owned properties.  He noted four possible properties were identified.  Mr. Wyatt stated he was working to update the City’s franchise agreements.  Mr. Wyatt mentioned he had looked into furlough days for employees as well as allocating a portion of the cost of health insurance and PERS to the employees.  He indicated the goal was to cut expenses while still being able to supply uninterrupted services to the citizens of Dallas.  

Councilor Shein asked if, of the eight FTE that were reduced since 2007, one was a police officer.  Mr. Wyatt stated the City’s population has grown 23% in the past ten years, and in that time has gone from nineteen sworn officers to eighteen.  Councilor Shein asked what the best estimate was for savings at the Dallas Aquatic Center in the next fiscal year because of the energy efficiency upgrades.  Mr. Locke stated it should save about $100,000.

Councilor Scroggin asked if Mr. Wyatt had been able to identify any savings in the ambulance service.  Mr. Wyatt stated he was working on that, noting the shortfall in revenue versus expenditures was currently about $300,000.  He explained he was looking into how the billing worked, as well as working on staffing levels and those services outside versus inside City limits.  He indicated he and staff feel they could close the gap about half way.

Councilor Lamb asked if there could be the possibility of cooperation with Polk County with our Public Works departments.  Mr. Wyatt indicated he has and continues to look at that, noting the City and County crews had just finished one joint project on Miller and one project outside of the City.

POLK COUNTY TRANSITIONAL HOUSING

Mr. Wyatt introduced Ken Braun, who was representing the Dallas Ministerial Association.  Mr. Braun reported on the activities of the Dallas Ministerial Association in their work to get transitional housing in Dallas for prisoners who are emerging into the community and cannot find other housing.

Councilor Voves asked if the Council would need to make any type of decision about the transitional housing as long as it met the City’s Codes and requirements.  Mr. Shetterly stated they would not.

OTHER

Mr. Wyatt indicated that on February 23 at 2:00 p.m. at the Dallas Aquatic Center, Department of Energy and Energy Trust representatives would be presenting the City a “big check” in order to promote the Energy Trust.  He indicated he would like as many Councilors there as possible.

Mr. Wyatt explained that Zach Odegard, the boy who put the yellow ribbons on the trees on Main Street, would like to move them to the tree on the fountain island.  The Council agreed to have staff work with Mr. Odegard to move the yellow ribbons.

Mr. Shetterly reported that the petitioners on the street fee referendum turned in signature sheets the previous Friday, noting thirteen pages were rejected for not being in compliance with State or City Code.  He advised that the County Clerk processed the remaining signature sheets and 938 signatures were accepted, which is more than enough to quality the issue for the ballot.  He stated the street fee would be on the ballot in May and he distributed a copy of the ballot title which was published in the Itemizer-Observer according to election law.  Mr. Shetterly stated that at this point, the City was in election mode, and City resources could not be used to advocate for or against the measure nor could City employees advocate for the measure during working hours.  He explained the City and staff could distribute factual information and answer questions factually.  Mr. Shetterly explained the Councilors could advocate for the measure.    

RESOLUTIONS

FIRST READING OF ORDINANCE

SECOND READING OF ORDINANCE

OTHER BUSINESS
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 8:13 p.m.

Read and approved this _______ day of _________________________ 2010.
















_______________________________________

                                     Mayor

ATTEST:

_________________________________________


City Manager

