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DALLAS CITY COUNCIL

Monday, March 1, 2010

Council Chambers

The Dallas City Council met in regular session on Monday, March 1, 2010, at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers of City Hall with Mayor Jim Fairchild presiding. 

ROLL CALL AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Council members present:  Council President Brian Dalton, Councilor Warren Lamb, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Councilor Kevin Marshall, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor David Shein, Councilor Dave Voves, Councilor LaVonne Wilson, and Councilor Ken Woods, Jr.  

Also present were:  City Manager Jerry Wyatt, City Attorney Lane Shetterly, Assistant City Manager Kim Marr, Fire Chief Bill Hahn, Police Chief John Teague, Community Development Director Jason Locke, Finance Director Cecilia Ward, Planner I John Swanson, and Recording Secretary Emily Gagner.

Mayor Fairchild led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE

Mayor Fairchild asked for comments or questions from the audience on items other than those on the agenda.  

Chelsea Pope, Executive Director of the Dallas Area Visitors Center, announced the downtown farmers market has been approved to run on the courthouse lawn from June through August on Thursdays from 3:00 – 7:00 p.m.  She indicated there is already a great deal of interest, and it looks like they might fill 25 vendor spots.  Ms. Pope explained they were not calling it a “farmers’ market” so they could bring in local artists as well, but it is designed to bring in produce.  In response to a question, Ms. Pope explained they are leaning away from commercial food vendors, and instead hope to encourage the downtown area restaurants to participate.  Mr. Wyatt stated Ms. Pope has done a good job, noting they had discussed this concept for a long time.  He said it is good to see it finally happen.

PUBLIC HEARINGS  

Wal-Mart Zone Change

Mayor Fairchild opened the public hearing on the Wal-Mart zone change at 7:08 p.m.  He asked for ex parte contact or conflict of interest.  There were none.

Mr. Locke stated this is an effort to correct a past zoning map error for the subject property at 321 NE Kings Valley Highway.  Mr. Locke reviewed the history of the zoning on the property and indicated this would just be a corrective measure to redesignate the property to its actual use.

Mr. Locke indicated there are still a couple more resolutions of intent to rezone that were never finalized, noting he is researching those to address them appropriately.  Mr. Shetterly stated he and Mr. Locke had discussed enacting a sunset on these resolutions of intent to rezone, so these won’t remain open forever.
Mayor Fairchild asked for anyone wishing to speak on this matter.  There was none.  He closed the public hearing at 7:16 p.m.

There was some discussion about how this zone change might impact the neighborhood as far as property values, or opening the doors to additional uses.  Mr. Shetterly explained the City would just be implementing a zone that reflects what is actually on the ground, so Wal-Mart will now be authorized to do what they have been doing, which was the commitment made to them in 1980.  
Councilor Shein moved to approve the zone change in accordance with Resolution No. 2207 and direct staff to prepare an Ordinance adopting said zone change.  Councilor Marshall seconded the motion, which CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY with Council President Brian Dalton, Councilor Warren Lamb, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Councilor Kevin Marshall, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor David Shein, Councilor Dave Voves, Councilor LaVonne Wilson, and Councilor Ken Woods, Jr. voting YES.
CONSENT AGENDA

It was moved by Councilor Marshall and seconded by Councilor Shein to approve the Consent Agenda as presented.  The motion CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY with Council President Brian Dalton, Councilor Warren Lamb, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Councilor Kevin Marshall, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor David Shein, Councilor Dave Voves, Councilor LaVonne Wilson, and Councilor Ken Woods, Jr. voting YES.

Items approved by the Consent Agenda were: a) approval of February 16, 2010, City Council Minutes; b) acknowledge report of Feb 22 Public Works Committee meeting; and c) acknowledge report of Feb 22 Public Safety Committee meeting.  
ITEMS REMOVED FROM CONSENT AGENDA

There were none.

REPORTS OR COMMENTS FROM COUNCIL MEMBERS

ACTION ITEM FROM FEB 22 PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE: UTILITY BILL LATE FEES  

Mr. Wyatt explained this topic came out of the last Public Works Committee meeting.  Mr. Shetterly explained there was an Ordinance already drafted included in the agenda for a first reading.  He noted the ordinance just implements the late fee and there would be a Resolution following the second reading of the ordinance that would set the fee at $10 on accounts over 60 days past due.  

Councilor Dalton moved to direct the City Attorney to draft an Ordinance to implement a late fee for past due utility bills and a Resolution to set the late fee at $10 for 60-day past due bills.  Councilor Shein seconded the motion which CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY with Council President Brian Dalton, Councilor Warren Lamb, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Councilor Kevin Marshall, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor David Shein, Councilor Dave Voves, Councilor LaVonne Wilson, and Councilor Ken Woods, Jr. voting YES. 

OTHER

Council President Dalton announced there would be an Urban Renewal meeting the following evening at 5:30.

REPORTS FROM CITY MANAGER AND STAFF

AUDITOR REPORT

Mr. Wyatt stated he would schedule the auditor to come talk to the Council at a later date, noting the information in the packet was just a report on the audit.  He reviewed the audit report.   

ECONOMIC AND COMMERCIAL DEVELOPMENT UPDATE

John Swanson discussed the status of economic development in Dallas.  He reported that commercial vacancy rates are at an all-time low, noting most of the vacant commercial properties have significant obstacles to getting them on the active business tax roll.  He stated the Community Development Department has been trying hard in this economic climate to provide as much assistance as possible to local businesses and entrepreneurs and reviewed some ways the department is helping businesses.  Mr. Swanson indicated that overall, the perception is that our business community is performing well.  

Jason Locke stated one thing they have been focused on is not only to more aggressively try to recruit business, but also dispel the notion that the City of Dallas is business unfriendly.  He indicated they go above and beyond what most cities our size do for business assistance, especially for commercial business.  Mr. Locke reviewed some projects of interest involving vacant industrial land in the City.        

Councilor Lamb said it was great working with Mr. Locke and Mr. Swanson through the Commercial Development Team.  He indicated he liked redefining what was part of the downtown and Chamber of Commerce’s role versus what was the City’s role in economic development.

Mr. Wyatt stated some people see a lack of connection between businesses and the community.  He noted the community visioning process through nSight should help with that issue.

NEW UTILITY BILL FORMAT

Mr. Wyatt pointed out the new format of the utility bill, which will be coming out in April.  He noted the information has been given to the newspapers, and posted on the website, as well as flyers being posted around City Hall.  

TGM GRANT SUPPORT LETTER

Mr. Wyatt reviewed the staff report, noting this application would get the City money to pay for a Master Plan of the Fairview Node.  
Councilor Dalton moved to authorize the Mayor to sign the letter of support for the TGM grant for the Fairview Node Master Plan. Councilor Lamb seconded the motion, which CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY with Council President Brian Dalton, Councilor Warren Lamb, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Councilor Kevin Marshall, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor David Shein, Councilor Dave Voves, Councilor LaVonne Wilson, and Councilor Ken Woods, Jr. voting YES.
OTHER

Mr. Wyatt reported that the City did receive a notice of award for seismic rehabilitation of the Fire Station.  He noted he should know in a couple weeks how much money the City would receive and added that for the cash match on the grant, most would be in-kind services which was good news with the budget.  

RESOLUTIONS

FIRST READING OF ORDINANCE

Ordinance No. 1719: An Ordinance amending provisions of the Dallas City Code Section 4.458, relating to utility billing.  

Mayor Fairchild declared Ordinance No. 1719 to have passed its first reading.

SECOND READING OF ORDINANCE

Ordinance No. 1718: An Ordinance amending provisions of the Dallas City Code Section 3.410, relating to service driveway standards.  

Mayor Fairchild declared Ordinance No. 1718 to have passed its second reading.  A roll call vote was taken and Mayor Fairchild declared Ordinance No. 1718 to have PASSED BY A UNANIMOUS VOTE with Council President Brian Dalton, Councilor Warren Lamb, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Councilor Kevin Marshall, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor David Shein, Councilor LaVonne Wilson and Councilor Ken Woods, Jr. voting YES. 

OTHER BUSINESS
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 8:06 p.m.

Read and approved this _______ day of _________________________ 2010.
















_______________________________________

                                     Mayor

ATTEST:

_________________________________________


City Manager

