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DALLAS CITY COUNCIL

Monday, April 5, 2010

Council Chambers

The Dallas City Council met in regular session on Monday, April 5, 2010, at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers of City Hall with Mayor Jim Fairchild presiding. 

ROLL CALL AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Council members present:  Council President Brian Dalton, Councilor Warren Lamb, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Councilor Kevin Marshall, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor David Shein, Councilor LaVonne Wilson, and Councilor Ken Woods, Jr.  Excused: Councilor Dave Voves. 

Also present were:  City Manager Jerry Wyatt, City Attorney Lane Shetterly, Assistant City Manager Kim Marr, Fire Chief Bill Hahn, Community Development Director Jason Locke, Finance Director Cecilia Ward, Police Chief John Teague, and Recording Secretary Emily Gagner.

Mayor Fairchild led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE

Mayor Fairchild asked for comments or questions from the audience on items other than those on the agenda.  

Chelsea Pope, Executive Director of the Dallas Area Visitor Center, reported that they were getting ready for the new market they would be hosting this summer on the Courthouse lawn.  She indicated she recently discovered the United States Department of Agriculture was issuing $10 million in grants specifically for farmers’ market promotion in 2011 and 2012.  She said her staff is finishing up the application, which states they could include letters of support from local agencies.  She requested the Council support their application by submitting a letter to her by Friday.  
Henry Hammond asked why there was a proposal for such a severe reduction in the time a person could park an RV on their property.  He stated under Code 6.605 for parking regulations, it mentions one can park an RV anywhere in the City for a period not to exceed 72 hours and indicated he felt that conflicted with the proposed Ordinance.  Mayor Fairchild indicated Mr. Hammond’s questions would be addressed under Mr. Locke’s staff report.
PUBLIC HEARINGS  

Zone Change/Comp Plan Map Amendment on South Side of SE Jonathan Avenue
Mayor Fairchild opened the public hearing on the zone change and comprehensive plan map amendment at 7:06 p.m.  He reviewed the rules and procedure for the public hearing.  

Mr. Locke explained the comprehensive plan map amendment and zone change and reviewed his staff report.  He reported the applicant held the required public neighborhood meeting and no one attended.  He explained the Planning Commission recommended approval.  

Mr. Locke indicated the applicant has stated the intent is to establish smaller lot, primarily single-family detached housing and generally split the currently platted lots down the middle.  He explained the lots are already supplied with infrastructure, including water, sanitary and storm sewer.   

Councilor Lawson asked what was available in the medium density zone currently given the down economy.  Mr. Locke stated it was low.  
Paul Trahan, on behalf of the applicant Fife Group, indicated they had worked a long time on this property, noting the new Development Code provided a much better road map.  There was some discussion about the applicant’s request to pass the ordinance quickly to allow buyers to take advantage of current housing incentives from the government.  

Bob Kean asked if there would be off street parking available for the proposed lots.  Mr. Shetterly explained off street parking was required by Code.  Mr. Kean explained he was concerned about traffic since there were no stop signs from Appleseed and Greening to Jonathan.  Mayor Fairchild stated he would have staff look into that.    

Ms. Pope stated she wanted to speak to the need for affordable housing in our community.  She reported that in 2008 and 2009, they saw less than 40 people looking to move to Dallas, and in the first quarter of 2010, they have already sent out over 70 relocation packets.  She stated most are looking for a house under $175,000, so there is a need for affordable housing.  

Mayor Fairchild closed the public hearing at 7:26 p.m.     

CONSENT AGENDA

It was moved by Councilor Woods and seconded by Councilor Wilson to approve the Consent Agenda as presented.  The motion CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY with Council President Brian Dalton, Councilor Warren Lamb, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Councilor Kevin Marshall, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor David Shein, Councilor LaVonne Wilson, and Councilor Ken Woods, Jr. voting YES.

Items approved by the Consent Agenda were: a) approval of March 15, 2010 City Council minutes; b) acknowledge report of March 22 Administrative Committee meeting; c) acknowledge report of March 22 Building and Grounds Committee meeting; d) approval of street closure request from Dallas Cruisers; e) approval of appointment of Jim Brown to the Budget Committee; and f) acknowledge February department reports for Aquatic Center and Community Development.  
ITEMS REMOVED FROM CONSENT AGENDA

There were none.

REPORTS OR COMMENTS FROM COUNCIL MEMBERS
ACTION ITEMS FROM MARCH 22, 2010 ADMINISTRATIVE COMMITTEE 

RV PARKING

Councilor Woods reviewed the issue of RV parking.  Mr. Locke reported that under the current code someone could stay in an RV 14 of every 30 days.  

Mr. Locke stated that in response to the questions earlier, it dealt with two issues.  The 72-hour issue applies to all vehicles within the City.  He noted the proposal currently being discussed had to do with habitation in an RV and did not include storage of an RV on someone’s own property.  He indicated staff had found there have been issues with abuse of the current code.  
Councilor Lawson asked if the application would be per vehicle or per party.  Mr. Shetterly stated it was a vehicle application.  Councilor Lawson asked the reason it went from one month to a full year.  Mr. Locke stated from the staff’s perspective, the City doesn’t want people living in an RV for health and sanitation issues, which staying in an RV two weeks out of every month could cause.  
Councilor Shein asked where the ordinance said it didn’t apply to parking an RV on personal property.  Mr. Shetterly said this wouldn’t supersede other code language.   

There was discussion about the process for a variance to the proposed ordinance for a medical hardship situation.  

REPORTS FROM CITY MANAGER AND STAFF

OLCC APPLICATION FOR NEW ESTABLISHMENT

Mr. Wyatt stated applicant was in the audience.  Mr. Wyatt reviewed the application.

It was moved by Councilor Dalton and seconded by Councilor Lawson to recommend to the OLCC that the license be approved.  The motion CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY with Council President Brian Dalton, Councilor Warren Lamb, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Councilor Kevin Marshall, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor David Shein, Councilor LaVonne Wilson, and Councilor Ken Woods, Jr. voting YES.     

OTHER

Mr. Wyatt reported the April Council workshop was scheduled for April 28 at noon and would be for auditor interviews.  He indicated he would have questions prepared to ask them both.  

Mr. Wyatt advised the new utility bills would be going out Friday of the current week. 

Mr. Wyatt announced the new paycheck stubs now include a breakdown of all benefits the City pays for each employee, including insurance & PERS, as the budget committee had requested.
Mr. Wyatt reported that currently, Polk County was tied for first in the state for the percentage of census forms returned.  He stated if someone uses only a post office box, a census worker would come to their door.  Ms. Pope stated she had forms at the Chamber office. 
Mr. Wyatt announced the first monthly e-newsletter was ready to go out, but needed a name first.  He asked the Council to get him their suggestions. 

Mr. Wyatt indicated the manager of the Little Caesar’s Pizza store will be coming before the City Council to request permission to have a sign on the right-of-way.  Mr. Wyatt indicated the Code currently allows a sign in the parking lot, but he wants it in the right-of-way.  He stated he would have a staff report for the next Council meeting.
Mr. Wyatt reported that the PacifiCorp franchise agreement has been reviewed by PacifiCorp and the City Attorney and Agent of Record and will move forward at a future Council meeting.   

RESOLUTIONS

Resolution No. 3198:  A Resolution authorizing the transfer of budgetary funds.

Ms. Ward explained this amendment to the budget is to transfer appropriated funds to clean up the budget.  She noted some of these came through suggestions from the auditor and others were unanticipated grant funds.    

A roll call vote was taken and Mayor Fairchild declared Resolution No. 3198 to have PASSED BY A UNANIMOUS VOTE with Council President Brian Dalton, Councilor Warren Lamb, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Councilor Kevin Marshall, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor David Shein, Councilor LaVonne Wilson, and Councilor Ken Woods, Jr. voting YES.

FIRST READING OF ORDINANCE

Ordinance No. 1720: An Ordinance amending Dallas City Code Section 6.610 regarding recreational vehicle parking permits; and repealing conflicting provisions.  

There was discussion about amending the parking variance code language to make RV parking part of that variance process.  Mr. Locke reported that the new Development Code contained a detailed subsection regarding temporary medical hardship dwellings, which allow for RVs, travel trailers, and more.  He explained it would be renewable on a two-year basis and requires a note from a doctor and that the sewer is hard-plumbed.  The consensus was to follow that process rather than change the parking variance code.    

Mayor Fairchild declared Ordinance No. 1720 to have passed its first reading.

Ordinance No. 1721: An Ordinance amending the Dallas Comprehensive Plan map for a parcel of real property owned by Fowler Living Trust from Industrial to Residential.  

Mr. Shetterly indicated this was set up to be read for the first and second time at this meeting.  He explained the Charter language that allowed this.

Mayor Fairchild declared Ordinance No. 1721 to have passed its first reading.

Ordinance No. 1722: An Ordinance changing the zoning designation of a parcel of real

property owned by Fowler Living Trust from Industrial to Residential Medium Density.  

Mr. Shetterly explained this would be enacted in one meeting again, as stated before.

Mayor Fairchild declared Ordinance No. 1722 to have passed its first reading.

SECOND READING OF ORDINANCE

Ordinance No. 1717: An Ordinance changing the zoning designation of a parcel of real property from CN, Commercial Neighborhood to CG, Commercial General; and amending the Dallas Zoning Map. 

Mayor Fairchild declared Ordinance No. 1717 to have passed its second reading.  A roll call vote was taken and Mayor Fairchild declared Ordinance No. 1717 to have PASSED BY A UNANIMOUS VOTE with Council President Brian Dalton, Councilor Warren Lamb, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Councilor Kevin Marshall, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor David Shein, Councilor LaVonne Wilson, and Councilor Ken Woods, Jr. voting YES. 

Ordinance No. 1721: An Ordinance amending the Dallas Comprehensive Plan map for a parcel of real property owned by Fowler Living Trust from Industrial to Residential.  

Mayor Fairchild declared Ordinance No. 1721 to have passed its second reading.  A roll call vote was taken and Mayor Fairchild declared Ordinance No. 1721 to have PASSED BY A UNANIMOUS VOTE with Council President Brian Dalton, Councilor Warren Lamb, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Councilor Kevin Marshall, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor David Shein, Councilor LaVonne Wilson, and Councilor Ken Woods, Jr. voting YES.

Ordinance No. 1722: An Ordinance changing the zoning designation of a parcel of real

property owned by Fowler Living Trust from Industrial to Residential Medium Density.  

Mayor Fairchild declared Ordinance No. 1722 to have passed its first reading.  Mayor Fairchild declared Ordinance No. 1721 to have passed its second reading.  A roll call vote was taken and Mayor Fairchild declared Ordinance No. 1722 to have PASSED BY A UNANIMOUS VOTE with Council President Brian Dalton, Councilor Warren Lamb, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Councilor Kevin Marshall, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor David Shein, Councilor LaVonne Wilson, and Councilor Ken Woods, Jr. voting YES.

OTHER BUSINESS
It was moved by Councilor Marshall and seconded by Council President Dalton to direct staff to submit a letter of support for the farmers’ market grant on behalf of the City as requested by Ms. Pope.  The motion CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY with Council President Brian Dalton, Councilor Warren Lamb, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Councilor Kevin Marshall, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor David Shein, Councilor LaVonne Wilson, and Councilor Ken Woods, Jr. voting YES.

Mayor Fairchild explained that the Council would hold an Executive Session to deliberate with persons designated by the governing body to negotiate real property transactions as authorized in ORS 192.660(2)(e). The meeting was recessed at 8:07 p.m.  

Mayor Fairchild reconvened the Council meeting at 8:38 p.m.

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 8:38 p.m.

Read and approved this _______ day of _________________________ 2010.
















_______________________________________

                                     Mayor

ATTEST:

_________________________________________


City Manager

