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DALLAS CITY COUNCIL

Monday, April 19, 2010

Council Chambers

The Dallas City Council met in regular session on Monday, April 19, 2010, at 7:02 p.m. in the Council Chambers of City Hall with Mayor Jim Fairchild presiding. 

ROLL CALL AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Council members present:  Council President Brian Dalton, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor David Shein, Councilor David Voves, Councilor LaVonne Wilson, and Councilor Ken Woods, Jr.  Excused: Councilor Warren Lamb and Councilor Kevin Marshall. 

Also present were:  City Manager Jerry Wyatt, City Attorney Lane Shetterly, Assistant City Manager Kim Marr, Fire Chief Bill Hahn, Community Development Director Jason Locke, Finance Director Cecilia Ward, Police Chief John Teague, Public Works Director Fred Braun, and Recording Secretary Emily Gagner.

Mayor Fairchild led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE

Mayor Fairchild asked for questions or comments from the audience on items other than those on the agenda.  

Barbara Nichols, representing the political action committee to save Polk County Extension Services, thanked the Council for passing a resolution to allow Dallas to be a part of the extension district if the ballot measure passes in May.  She discussed the purpose of Polk County Extension and explained the extension district would become a local unit of government that would assess a tax of 7.5 cents per thousand of assessed value on properties within the district.  Ms. Nichols urged a yes vote on the May 18 ballot.

Mayor Fairchild clarified that the ordinance and resolution later in the agenda would apply only to occupied RV’s, not just those parked on private property and not occupied.  

PUBLIC HEARINGS  

CONSENT AGENDA

Council President Dalton removed the Aquatic Center report from the consent agenda.  

It was moved by Councilor Woods and seconded by Councilor Shein to approve the Consent Agenda as presented.  The motion CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

Items approved by the Consent Agenda were: a) approval of April 5, 2010 City Council minutes; b) acknowledge March department reports.  
ITEMS REMOVED FROM CONSENT AGENDA

DALLAS AQUATIC CENTER MONTHLY REPORT

Council President Dalton pointed out that the City had done a remarkable job of saving natural gas and electricity at the Aquatic Center, which is a remarkable testament to the City’s planning and investment in that facility.  The Mayor agreed with Council President Dalton.

REPORTS OR COMMENTS FROM COUNCIL MEMBERS
Councilor Wilson thanked Police Chief Teague for coming to Ceres Gleann Community Open Forum.  He did a wonderful job representing the City and the Police force and was well-received by the group.  

REPORTS FROM CITY MANAGER AND STAFF

EMPLOYEE/VOLUNTEER RECOGNITION PRESENTATION

Mr. Wyatt presented the Employee of the Quarter award to Kent McKnight with the Fleet Management department.  He explained Mr. McKnight had been very valuable in helping at the Aquatic Center and throughout the City.  Mr. McKnight thanked his boss, Tom Dick.

REQUEST FOR OFF-PREMISE SIGN

Mr. Wyatt reviewed the request for an off-premise sign.  He explained if the Council were interested, a public hearing would be required, and then following the public hearing the Council could approve the request.

Patrick Mitchell, of Little Caesar’s Pizza, indicated he sees his business dwindling here and there.  He indicated he was allowed to have sign boarders the first couple months he was open, and since that was taken away, his business has been down about 40%.  Mr. Mitchell reported that his store does donate about 400 pizzas per month to the food bank.  Councilor Shein asked if the City got complaints when the sign boarders were allowed.  Mr. Shetterly stated the Council should address the request and then discuss the details at the public hearing.  It was moved by Councilor Shein and seconded by Councilor Lawson to hold a public hearing regarding the request for an off-premise sign pending the payment of the application fee.  The motion CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

OTHER

RESOLUTIONS

Resolution No. 3199:  A Resolution establishing the fee for recreational vehicle parking permits under Dallas Code Section 6.610.

A roll call vote was taken and Mayor Fairchild declared Resolution No. 3199 to have PASSED BY A UNANIMOUS VOTE.

FIRST READING OF ORDINANCE

Ordinance No. 1723: An Ordinance granting an electric utility franchise and general utility easement to PacifiCorp.  

Council President Dalton asked if the section requiring approval from the property owner for removing trees would require City permission for removal of trees in the right-of-way.  Mr. Wyatt stated it would.  Councilor Scroggin asked if any party could amend the franchise during the 10 years period.  Mr. Shetterly stated it allows for that in Section 16.    

Mayor Fairchild declared Ordinance No. 1723 to have passed its first reading.

SECOND READING OF ORDINANCE

Ordinance No. 1720: An Ordinance amending Dallas City Code Section 6.610 regarding recreational vehicle parking permits; and repealing conflicting provisions. 

Councilor Lawson indicated she still felt one year was too long and recommended a time limit of six months.  Councilor Shein stated philosophically he agreed with Councilor Lawson and he recommended making it less restrictive.  Mayor Fairchild shared Councilor Marshalls concerns that the City is putting in rules where there haven’t been any major violations.  He reported that Councilor Marshall also felt the time limit was too long and suggested having a six-month limit, not one year.    

Councilor Lawson stated she thought the general goal of the Council was to continue Dallas as a family friendly town and her greater concern is that this ordinance sends the message our arms are not welcome to people to visit as much as they could.  She indicated she didn’t want to see revenue hindered because these people may be eating out in Dallas.  She commented that she also didn’t want to send the message to grandparents that they can’t visit their grandkids.  She said the abuse issue is what they are trying to curb, and six-months would take care of that.
It was moved by Councilor Lawson and seconded by Councilor Shein to amend the Ordinance to a six-month limit rather than one year.  In response to a question, Mr. Wyatt stated staff would be okay with six months.

There was discussion about the possibility of someone being able to stay for 28 consecutive days if they applied for a permit at the end of one six-month period and the beginning of the next six-month period.  The Council discussed several possible solutions.  Mayor Fairchild suggested trying the ordinance as proposed and seeing if there was abuse.  He noted if there were problems, the Council could revisit the ordinance at that time. 

Councilor Lawson withdrew her motion and Councilor Shein withdrew his second.  

It was moved by Councilor Wilson and seconded by Councilor Lawson to take this ordinance back to the Administrative Committee for further review.  The motion CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.  

Mr. Shetterly explained Resolution 3199 would be on hold until the Ordinance was passed.
OTHER BUSINESS
There was no other business.

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 7:35 p.m.

Read and approved this _______ day of _________________________ 2010.
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                                     Mayor

ATTEST:

_________________________________________


City Manager

