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DALLAS CITY COUNCIL

Monday, May 3, 2010

Council Chambers

The Dallas City Council met in regular session on Monday, May 3, 2010, at 7:02 p.m. in the Council Chambers of City Hall with Mayor Jim Fairchild presiding. 

ROLL CALL AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Council members present:  Council President Brian Dalton, Councilor Warren Lamb, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor David Shein, Councilor David Voves, Councilor LaVonne Wilson, and Councilor Ken Woods, Jr.  Excused: Councilor Kevin Marshall. 

Also present were:  City Manager Jerry Wyatt, City Attorney Lane Shetterly, Fire Chief Bill Hahn, Finance Director Cecilia Ward, Police Chief John Teague, and Recording Secretary Emily Gagner.

Mayor Fairchild led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE

Mayor Fairchild asked for questions or comments from the audience on items other than those on the agenda.  

Glen Scatterday stated the Council has had a failure to communicate.  He explained the public is mad at the Council.  Mr. Scatterday indicated that if everyone had the facts on why revenue was down and why the City needs to fix the streets, no one would vote against the street fee.  He advised that he had talked to people who say it is not the fact that the fee shouldn’t be passed, but that they want to teach the Council a lesson.  Mr. Scatterday commented that he heard the words underhanded, sneaky, and illegal used to describe the Council and stated it all comes down to failed communication.  Mr. Scatterday said the Council should have put information in writing and put a press release in the Itemizer Observer.  He recommended the City have a quarter page in the paper monthly about what is going on and what is coming up to communicate with the people.  Mr. Scatterday reiterated that the Council needs to increase their communication.  

PUBLIC HEARINGS  

CONSENT AGENDA

It was moved by Councilor Shein and seconded by Councilor Lawson to approve the Consent Agenda as presented.  The motion CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

Items approved by the Consent Agenda were: a) approval of April 19, 2010 City Council minutes; b) approval of election forms for November 2010 Council and Mayoral elections; c) acknowledge election procedure for November 2010 Council and Mayoral elections; d) acknowledge report of April 26 Public Safety Committee meeting; and e) acknowledge report of April 26 Public Works Committee meeting.  
ITEMS REMOVED FROM CONSENT AGENDA

REPORTS OR COMMENTS FROM COUNCIL MEMBERS

Councilor Voves reported that he attended the recent City Open House and was duly impressed with the information provided and the format it was provided in.  He thanked the City and the Department Heads.  

Council President Dalton thanked former Councilman Scatterday for his support.  He noted the street fee process had been arduous.  He commented that he recently went back to the meeting in December when the Council had the first reading of the street fee ordinance and no one from the public came to speak for or against the fee.   Council President Dalton commented that with that lack of guidance from the public, the Council does sometimes make decisions in a vacuum.  
Mayor Fairchild noted he spent some time with the Building Official at the Open House and learned a lot about things he didn’t know.  Councilor Wilson stated the Open House was extremely well done, noting staff was very proud of what they had to show and what they did for the City.  She said the pride they showed in their work was appreciated. Councilor Shein stated the Open House was well done.  He said communication is a tough nut to crack and acknowledged he didn’t know what to do about it.  Councilor Shein noted attendance at the Open House was substantially less than last year and commented that if people don’t want to make minimal effort to know what the City is doing, he didn’t know how to get their attention.

Mr. Wyatt stated the City did advertise more this year than last year for the Open House and asked the Council to think about whether the City should do something like that more often or at a different time, such as during the community feed.  He noted the Open House is a great opportunity for citizens to see what they get for their property taxes and fees.    

REPORTS FROM CITY MANAGER AND STAFF

OTHER

RESOLUTIONS

FIRST READING OF ORDINANCE

SECOND READING OF ORDINANCE

Ordinance No. 1723: An Ordinance granting an electric utility franchise and general utility easement to PacifiCorp.  

Mayor Fairchild declared Ordinance No. 1723 to have passed its second reading.  A roll call vote was taken and Mayor Fairchild declared Ordinance No. 1723 to have PASSED BY A UNANIMOUS VOTE. 

OTHER BUSINESS
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 7:16 p.m.

Read and approved this _______ day of _________________________ 2010.
















_______________________________________

                                     Mayor

ATTEST:

_________________________________________


City Manager

