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DALLAS CITY COUNCIL

Monday, May 17, 2010

Council Chambers

The Dallas City Council met in regular session on Monday, May 17, 2010, at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers of City Hall with Mayor Jim Fairchild presiding. 

ROLL CALL AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Council members present:  Council President Brian Dalton, Councilor Warren Lamb, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Councilor Kevin Marshall, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor David Shein, Councilor David Voves, and Councilor Ken Woods, Jr.  Excused: Councilor LaVonne Wilson.
Also present were:  City Manager Jerry Wyatt, City Attorney Lane Shetterly, Assistant City Manager Kim Marr, Community Development Director Jason Locke, Fire Chief Bill Hahn, Finance Director Cecilia Ward, Police Chief John Teague, and Recording Secretary Emily Gagner.

Mayor Fairchild led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE

Mayor Fairchild asked for questions or comments from the audience on items other than those on the agenda.  There were none.
PUBLIC HEARINGS  

REQUEST FOR AN OFF-PREMISE SIGN

Mayor Fairchild opened a public hearing on a request for an off-premise sign at 7:05 p.m.
Mr. Locke reviewed the staff report for the request to allow an off-premise “shaker-board” sign as well for utilization of the right-of-way.  He indicated Staff looked at potential issues, which were outlined in the staff report.  He reminded the Council that whatever decision is made, it sets a precedent, and in all likelihood other businesses will make the same request.  He indicated staff could not make a positive recommendation.  
Councilor Marshall asked if the Council subcommittee reviewed the request.  Mr. Shetterly stated the City Code allows a request to the Council.  Councilor Scroggin asked if there would be issues at the corner of Ellendale and Main Street because of the state highway.  Mr. Shetterly stated not if they stayed on the sidewalk.    
Pat Mitchell, Manager of the Dallas Little Caesar’s, reported that in terms of using the right of way, he would only hire polite, kind people who would move out of the way of pedestrians.  Councilor Marshall asked Mr. Mitchell if there was signage promised on the premise that was abandoned.  Mr. Mitchell replied that they weren’t supposed to be any part of the signage.  Councilor Lawson asked Mr. Mitchell if he had any documentation to know if his loss of business was from the loss of shakerboards or just a general business trend following the initial excitement of the new business.  Mr. Mitchell stated Dallas is the only city that doesn’t allow shakerboards so he couldn’t judge that.  He indicated most stores were down a little, but since he lost the shakerboards, his store was down quite a bit.  In response to a question, Mr. Mitchell stated he knew of no hard evidence that shakerboards would increase business, but noted Little Caesar’s as a corporation believes the shakerboards help.  Councilor Voves commented that the Council’s job was to deal with the sign code and use of right-of-way request, adding whether the business improved or declined was beside the point.    
There was no other testimony and Mayor Fairchild closed the public hearing at 7:16 p.m.
Councilor Lawson indicated she would like the Council to do everything they could to support business.  Mr. Locke commented that he sees a lot of pro-business policy by the Council.    
It was moved by Councilor Voves and seconded by Councilor Lawson to approve the request for 2 shakerboards between the driveway of the establishment and Jasper Street on a three-month basis at which time the Council would review the request.  Councilor Shein stated if the request is granted for three months, he would like to hear back from the business on the impact.  Council President Dalton indicated that implicit in the Council’s approval would be to have staff render a report at the end of the three-month period.  Mr. Shetterly advised the Council to set a specific ending date.  Councilor Voves amended his motion to approve the request until September 1 and Councilor Lawson seconded the amendment.  Council President Dalton asked what the Council should tell other business owners who requested the same thing.  Mr. Shetterly stated the Council would probably have to allow them into the trial.  He indicated once the Council establishes approval, they would have to have strong justification to not approve a similar request.  Councilor Voves amended his motion to state only one shakerboard sign would be allowed and Councilor Lawson seconded the amendment.  The motion to allow one shakerboard sign between the driveway of Little Caesar’s and Jasper Street until September 1, 2010, carried unanimously.
CONSENT AGENDA

It was moved by Councilor Woods and seconded by Councilor Shein to approve the Consent Agenda as presented.  The motion CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

Items approved by the Consent Agenda were: a) approval of May 3, 2010 City Council minutes; and b) acknowledge April monthly reports from departments.  
ITEMS REMOVED FROM CONSENT AGENDA

REPORTS OR COMMENTS FROM COUNCIL MEMBERS

There were none.    

REPORTS FROM CITY MANAGER AND STAFF

AUDITOR SELECTION

Mr. Wyatt reported that following the interviews with the top three audit firms, staff and the Council scored the firms.  Based on that scoring, staff recommended appointing Merina & Company, LLP as the City’s municipal audit firm.  

It was moved by Council President Dalton and seconded by Councilor Lamb to approve a three-year contract with Merina & Company LLP.  The motion carried unanimously. 

COUNCIL PROJECT

Mr. Wyatt asked if the Council would be interested in adopting a project such as a park clean up, or cleaning up the Fire Station for the Father’s Day breakfast, or something tied to the youth.  The consensus of the Council was to move forward.  Mr. Wyatt stated he would get some project ideas to the Council.

OTHER

Mr. Wyatt indicated that he and the Chamber had been working on a Ford Leadership Institute program which would provide the opportunity to go through four weekends of training.  He noted the training would open the door for funding and would provide a good opportunity for leadership training for the community.    He stated he would get more information to the Council in the future.  
Chelsea Pope, Executive Director of the Dallas Area Visitor’s Center, reported that they would launch the Polk County Bounty Market on June 3.  She said the excitement from the community has been overwhelming.  Ms. Pope requested permission to work with City staff to close some parking stalls for short-term parking and visibility as well as the opportunity to bring in a commercial food vendor.  In response to a question, Ms. Pope stated the market would run from 3:00 to 7:00 p.m. every Thursday except Summerfest week from June 3 through August 26.  It was moved by Councilor Voves and seconded by Councilor Lawson to allow the Visitor’s Center to work with staff for parking stall closures during the Polk County Bounty Market.  The motion carried unanimously.
RESOLUTIONS

FIRST READING OF ORDINANCE

SECOND READING OF ORDINANCE

OTHER BUSINESS
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 7:37 p.m.

Read and approved this _______ day of _________________________ 2010.
















_______________________________________

                                     Mayor

ATTEST:

_________________________________________


City Manager

