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DALLAS CITY COUNCIL

Monday, October 4, 2010

Council Chambers

The Dallas City Council met in regular session on Monday, October 4, 2010, at 7:01 p.m. in the Council Chambers of City Hall with Mayor Jim Fairchild presiding. 

ROLL CALL AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Council members present:  Council President Brian Dalton, Councilor Warren Lamb, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Councilor Kevin Marshall, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor David Shein, Councilor David Voves, Councilor LaVonne Wilson, and Councilor Ken Woods, Jr.  
Also present were:  City Manager Jerry Wyatt, Acting City Attorney Teresa Ozias, Community Development Director Jason Locke, Police Chief John Teague, Public Works Director Fred Braun, Assistant City Manager Kim Marr, and Recording Secretary Emily Gagner.
Mayor Fairchild led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE

Mayor Fairchild asked for questions or comments from the audience on items other than those on the agenda. 
Steven DeDominick, candidate for City Council, asked which four council seats would be terminating at the upcoming election.  Mayor Fairchild explained four seats were up this year, with five seats up in two years.  He stated Mr. Woods’, Mr. Shein’s, Mrs. Lawson’s, and Mr. Lamb’s seats were all becoming vacant.      
PUBLIC HEARINGS  

CONSENT AGENDA

Councilor Woods asked about the OLCC application for Blondie’s.  He indicated the outside hours were listed from 7 a.m. to 2:30 a.m. and he’d never seen that before.  Mr. Wyatt stated there is an outside area that has been used in the past.  Council President Dalton noted the application mentions the outside area is behind a seven foot fence so it is separated from the public and the parking lot.    

Councilor Lawson asked to remove the OLCC application for Tony’s Place from the Consent Agenda.    

It was moved by Councilor Shein and seconded by Councilor Voves to approve the Consent Agenda with the one item removed.  The motion carried unanimously.

Items approved by the Consent Agenda were: a) approve September 20, 2010 City Council minutes; b) approve OLCC application for change of ownership – Blondie’s; c) acknowledge report of September 27 Administrative Committee meeting; d) acknowledge report of September 27 Building and Grounds Committee meeting; e) acknowledge report of September 14 Planning Commission meeting; and f) acknowledge report of September 16 Economic Development Commission meeting.  
ITEMS REMOVED FROM CONSENT AGENDA

OLCC Application for Change of Ownership – Tony’s Place  
Councilor Lawson declared an actual conflict of interest and withdrew from further action on the application.  It was moved by Council President Dalton and seconded by Councilor Shein to recommend to the OLCC that the license be granted for a change of ownership for Tony’s Place.  The motion carried unanimously with Council President Brian Dalton, Councilor Warren Lamb, Councilor Kevin Marshall, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor David Shein, Councilor David Voves, Councilor LaVonne Wilson, and Councilor Ken Woods, Jr. voting yes.  Councilor Lawson did not participate in the vote because of her declared actual conflict of interest.
REPORTS OR COMMENTS FROM COUNCIL MEMBERS

GOVERNOR’S FITNESS LEADERSHIP AWARD PRESENTATION TO JIM DENT

Mayor Fairchild presented the Governor’s Fitness Leadership Award to Jim Dent, noting Mr. Dent was a teacher at Lyle Elementary for many years.  Mayor Fairchild read his letter (attached to the minutes as exhibit A) nominating Mr. Dent.    
REPORTS FROM CITY MANAGER AND STAFF

CODE ENFORCEMENT UPDATE
Mr. Wyatt explained that code enforcement involves every department within the City.  He noted reports are generated through web page complaints, phone calls, site visits, and employee’s reports of concerns and those typically go through directly to the responsible department.  He indicated all code enforcement reports that come in are logged, verified, tracked, and followed up on through to resolution.  Mr. Wyatt commented that the community had many more violations ten years ago than there were now.    
Mr. Locke reported code enforcement is a collaborative effort.  He reviewed the types of cases most commonly reported.  Mr. Locke explained the City’s philosophy is to obtain compliance; staff is not interested in issuing citations and bringing people to municipal court.  He noted only five or six cases could not be brought into compliance and were taken to court.  He added staff will work with and take into account property owners’ circumstances when dealing with compliance issues.  He acknowledged public safety and public health issues were dealt with more quickly than other issues.  Mr. Locke advised the Code Enforcement Officer works less than half time so he works as efficiently as he can.  Councilor Shein asked if there was a substantial backlog of places in violation that haven’t been dealt with because of the limited resources.  Mr. Locke stated there was not a significant backlog, but there was a prioritization of cases.  Council President Dalton asked if repeat offenders were dealt with more vigorously.  Mr. Locke confirmed they were.  
Mr. Wyatt explained there was a balance staff worked toward as far as how aggressively they pursued violations, noting if a letter was sent for every minor violation in town there would be a lot of angry people.  He stated staff does take code enforcement seriously and want to ensure a high standard of living in the community.  
Mayor Fairchild indicated staff does a good job finding the middle ground overall, noting some people’s junk is another person’s treasure.  

MUNICIPAL JUDGE EVALUATION

Mr. Wyatt reviewed the staff report, noting the judge is appointed by the Council for a two-year term.  He indicated he met with the judge to review the evaluation form and the judge feels it is adequate.  Mr. Wyatt noted the judge stated he would like to see the Councilors come to his court room because he does realize he works for the Council.  Mr. Wyatt reported that the judge would have a report for the Council in January, as requested by the Administrative Committee.  Councilor Scroggin asked how complaints from citizens were handled.  Mr. Wyatt stated he deals with them, noting he’s only had two in the last two years.  He added he explains to the citizens that the judge doesn’t work for him and that they can appeal to the Council.

It was moved by Councilor Shein and seconded by Councilor Marshall to adopt the proposed Municipal Judge evaluation form as presented.  The motion carried unanimously.

MERCER DAM COHO SALMON TRAP & HAUL PROGRAM

Mr. Wyatt reviewed the staff report, noting the project last year was determined to be very successful and was at no cost to the City.  Mr. Braun confirmed there was no negative impact to the City.    
It was moved by Councilor Voves and seconded by Councilor Shein to approve continuation of the fish trap and haul program at Mercer Dam.  The motion carried unanimously.

OTHER
RESOLUTIONS

FIRST READING OF ORDINANCE

SECOND READING OF ORDINANCE

OTHER BUSINESS   

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 7:33 p.m.
Read and approved this _______ day of _________________________ 2010.
















_______________________________________

                                     Mayor

ATTEST:

_________________________________________


City Manager

