City Council Meeting

October 18, 2010

Page 3 


DALLAS CITY COUNCIL

Monday, October 18, 2010

Council Chambers

The Dallas City Council met in regular session on Monday, October 18, 2010, at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers of City Hall with Mayor Jim Fairchild presiding. 

ROLL CALL AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Council members present:  Council President Brian Dalton, Councilor Warren Lamb, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Councilor Kevin Marshall, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor David Shein, and Councilor Ken Woods, Jr.  Excused: Councilor David Voves and Councilor LaVonne Wilson. 
Also present were:  Student Body Liaison Courtney Pope, City Manager Jerry Wyatt, City Attorney Lane Shetterly, Community Development Director Jason Locke, Police Chief John Teague, Fire Chief Bill Hahn, Assistant City Manager Kim Marr, and Recording Secretary Emily Gagner.
Mr. Wyatt introduced the High School Representative, Courtney Pope, to the Council.  Ms. Pope introduced herself, noting she was there as part of the Student Council.  Mayor Fairchild welcomed her.  

Mayor Fairchild led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE

Mayor Fairchild asked for questions or comments from the audience on items other than those on the agenda. 
Chelsea Pope, Executive Director of the Dallas Area Chamber of Commerce and Visitor Center, reminded the Council the Chamber was hosting a community forum the following night for the community to get an opportunity to meet the Council and Mayor candidates.  
Ms. Pope stated the Chamber would be hosting a Bounty Market wrap-up event and noted they were already getting ready to plan for the next year.  

Ms. Pope reported that the Chamber would be hosting two Halloween events on Friday, October 29, adding she was already working with City staff to work out the logistics.

PUBLIC HEARINGS  

There were no public hearings.

CONSENT AGENDA

It was moved by Councilor Scroggin and seconded by Councilor Marshall to approve the Consent Agenda as presented.  The motion carried unanimously.

Approved by the Consent Agenda: a) approve October 4, 2010 City Council minutes.  

ITEMS REMOVED FROM CONSENT AGENDA

There were none.
REPORTS OR COMMENTS FROM COUNCIL MEMBERS
Mayor Fairchild reported on the groundbreaking ceremony that was held earlier in the day for the new Readiness Center for the local National Guard unit.  

REPORTS FROM CITY MANAGER AND STAFF

AWARD ENGINEERING SERVICES CONTRACT FOR FIRE STATION SEISMIC UPGRADES
Mr. Wyatt stated the City was awarded a grant for seismic upgrades to the fire station, with a zero dollar match from the City.  He indicated the first step the City needed was to go through the RFP process for engineering services, which they did.  He reviewed the scoring criteria used to evaluate the submittals and noted staff recommended awarding the contract to KPFF Consulting Engineers.  He noted Mark Tobin from that firm was in the audience if there were any questions.  In response to a question, Mr. Wyatt reported the firm would draw up construction plans and walk the City through the project.  Councilor Shein asked when the City would know the cost of the project.  Mr. Wyatt explained that was part of what this contract would accomplish, as they work through the construction items needed.  

It was moved by Councilor Lamb and seconded by Councilor Shein to award the engineering services contract for the fire station seismic upgrades to KPFF Consulting Engineers.  The motion carried unanimously.   

INDUSTRIAL PROPERTY UPDATE
Mr. Wyatt introduced Greg Wallace and Matt Bergeron of Willamette Valley Renewable Energy Center, who gave a presentation about their proposed biomass gasification plant.  
Mr. Bergeron reviewed the leadership team and indicated the proposal would be a $120-$130 million project.  Mr. Wallace indicated that other plants of this type are very safe and have a very good track record, noting the electricity produced is carbon-neutral and all emissions fall within government safety guidelines.  He added the healthiest city in the United States has a biomass plant in the downtown area right next to their city hall.  
Mr. Bergeron stated the plant would create up to 200 jobs during construction, 60 jobs in the biomass supply chain, as well as additional direct and indirect job creation in addition to the 25 permanent plant operating jobs.  He noted a biomass plant creates three times as many jobs per megawatt hour than wind or solar power, adding the plant would not use fuel that would normally go to a lumber mill.   

Mr. Wallace reviewed the timeline, with permitting to take about one year, starting in January 2011.  Construction would then take about 18 months, with the plant start-up tentatively scheduled for December 2013.

Mr. Wallace discussed the impacts of the proposed plant, stating there would be no smell, although there would be water vapor emitted off the cooling tower.  He stated there would be a low hum from the turbine, but it wouldn’t be more than the current sound from the Dallas Planing Mill.  He noted the truck traffic would be much less than what the City experienced from the Weyerhaeuser plant.   Mr. Wallace added there would be extensive air, water, noise traffic and site studies done as part of the permitting process.  Mr. Bergeron commented that three SUVs would put out more pollution than the plant would over the period of one year.  He indicated the plant should be a draw for other development to the area.  
Councilor Scroggin asked if the jobs created during the construction phase would be local jobs.  Mr. Bergeron stated he understands they would be predominantly local, although there would be people brought in for management and in other areas requiring specific expertise.

Councilor Lawson stated she couldn’t find a downside and asked for any possible real or perceived objections.  Mr. Wallace explained that if one looks only at the facts, it would be hard to argue there is merit in constructing the biomass plant.  He added there will be people who don’t like it or who don’t have all the right information.  He noted there will be local and regional people as well as members of a national movement that will object because they just don’t like biomass.  Mr. Wallace stated he hoped there would be no opposition, but wanted to be prepared for it just in case.

Councilor Scroggin stated livability issues were what people would be interested in and how it could relate to the saw mill.  Mr. Bergeron indicated that compared to Weyerhaeuser, the biomass plant would be minor as far as the number of trucks and noise.  Mr. Wallace noted there are ways to mitigate concerns by using best practices for things such as traffic routing.  He added there can be issues with people not wanting this in their back yard, so they will work with the Council to get out accurate information about what the plant would and wouldn’t be.  

Council President Dalton asked if the biomass plant, by generating more power, would attract other industries that needed cheap power.  Mr. Bergeron stated he thought it would.  Mr. Wallace added that there are other businesses that could use the heat generated by the biomass plant, which might open up opportunities for the adjacent lands.

Councilor Woods asked what might follow this proposed plant into Dallas.  Mr. Bergeron stated there were some inhibitions to other industries coming to Dallas because of a lack of power.  He indicated once this biomass plant is in place, there will be more opportunities for more commercial development.    

Mark McDonald asked what the chemical composition of ash was, if it was mostly methane, and if it would be possible to utilize the rail line to deliver the biomass.  Mr. Bergeron stated the exact chemical composition of the ash would vary depending on the biomass used, adding the ash would be less than 2% carbon residue.  He noted the ash is often used as a soil conditioner.  Mr. Wallace explained that given the 40-50 mile radius for the biomass, rail doesn’t make sense.  He stated there are no rail lines into the areas being logged, and every time the material is touched (such as to move it from a truck to a train car), it adds expense.  

Gene Henshaw asked if the biomass plant would be competitive with natural gas or if it would need to be subsidized.  Mr. Bergeron stated it is more expensive than what is currently used in Oregon.  Mr. Wallace noted that Washington, California and Oregon all have goals that a certain percentage of power must be green energy by a certain date, which will help bridge that difference.

Mr. Bergeron explained that once they were ready to start permitting, they would come back to the Council to ask for their blessing to move forward with the project.  Mayor Fairchild thanked Mr. Bergeron and Mr. Wallace.  

CITY MANAGER’S EVALUATION PROCEDURE
Mr. Wyatt reviewed the staff report.  The Council approved having the executive session on December 6.
OTHER
Mr. Wyatt stated the 162nd Engineering Company would be demobilizing and back in Dallas the second week of November.  He explained they requested to have the demobilization ceremony downtown in front of the old armory building, which would require closing the street.

It was moved by Councilor Lawson and seconded by Councilor Shein to allow the City Manager to work with the National Guard to do what was needed to accommodate the demobilization ceremony.  The motion carried unanimously.

In response to a question, Mr. Wyatt stated the Veterans Memorial Bridge resolution would be brought to the November 1 Council meeting, with the actual dedication ceremony to be held on November 11 at 11 a.m.
RESOLUTIONS

Resolution No. 3210:  A Resolution establishing permit fees for the Oregon Solar Installation Specialty Code and repealing prior conflicting Resolutions.

A roll call vote was taken and Mayor Fairchild declared Resolution No. 3210 to have PASSED BY A UNANIMOUS VOTE.
FIRST READING OF ORDINANCE

Ordinance No. 1730: An Ordinance amending provisions of the Dallas City Code Sections 7.500 to 7.545, relating to garage sales; and repealing conflicting provisions.  

Council President Dalton stated he was pleased to see neighborhood associations recognized.  

Mayor Fairchild declared Ordinance No. 1730 to have passed its first reading.

SECOND READING OF ORDINANCE

OTHER BUSINESS   

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 8:13 p.m.
Read and approved this _______ day of _________________________ 2010.
















_______________________________________

                                     Mayor

ATTEST:

_________________________________________


City Manager

