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DALLAS CITY COUNCIL

Monday, November 15, 2010

Council Chambers

The Dallas City Council met in regular session on Monday, November 15, 2010, at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers of City Hall with Mayor Jim Fairchild presiding. 

ROLL CALL AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Council members present:  Council President Brian Dalton, Councilor Warren Lamb, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Councilor Kevin Marshall, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor David Shein, Councilor LaVonne Wilson, and Councilor Ken Woods, Jr.  Excused: Councilor David Voves. 
Also present were:  Student Body Liaison Courtney Pope, City Manager Jerry Wyatt, City Attorney Lane Shetterly, Police Chief John Teague, Finance Director Cecilia Ward, Community Development Director Jason Locke, Assistant City Manager Kim Marr, and Recording Secretary Emily Gagner.
Mayor Fairchild led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE

Mayor Fairchild asked for questions or comments from the audience on items other than those on the agenda. 
Carl Fisher asked the Council for clarification on the reason for the prohibition on motors on Mercer Reservoir.  He indicated he didn’t see the reason the City couldn’t allow electric motors on the reservoir the one month a year the road was open for travel.  Mr. Wyatt indicated he would have staff get in touch with Mr. Fisher.  

Mark McDonald commented on his concerns with respect to the Urban Renewal Plan.  First, he addressed the supposed increase in values of commercial property in the near future.  He stated commercial real estate was currently in the doldrums and according to many recognized authorities is going to continue to decline.  He stated he was also concerned about the timing of the project when prudence would require an effort at saving and cost cutting instead of further increasing the City’s indebtedness.  He discussed his concerns about possible infringement on property rights of current owners with use of eminent domain and subsequent redistribution of property to private parties.  He indicated nowhere in the plan did it mention streamlining building codes for the benefit of current owners or permitting of alternate uses by zoning variances.  Mr. McDonald added most of the plan speaks to furthering infrastructure development for pedestrian and bicycle access, acquiring property from current owners with the threat or actual use of eminent domain, and subsequent sale or lease of those properties for private redevelopment.  He asked if the current Council had an existing commitment or agreement from any developer, real estate investment trust, or contractor, if there were any conversations for the future needs for any private party or corporate representative to redevelop downtown, and if so, who those parties were.  Mayor Fairchild stated his questions would be answered later, and noted he was aware of the City using eminent domain only one time at the request of Rite Aid.  Mr. McDonald stated page 18 of the plan specifically outlined the use of eminent domain.  Mr. Shetterly stated the City couldn’t use eminent domain to acquire private property to give to another private entity.  He added this discussion should be directed to the Urban Renewal Agency Board of Directors at the meeting following the Council meeting.

PUBLIC HEARINGS  

There were no public hearings.

CONSENT AGENDA

Councilor Lawson asked to remove the OLCC Application from the consent agenda.

It was moved by Councilor Shein and seconded by Councilor Marshall to approve the Consent Agenda as presented with one item removed.  The motion carried unanimously.

Approved by the Consent Agenda: a) approve November 1, 2010 City Council minutes.  

ITEMS REMOVED FROM CONSENT AGENDA

OLCC APPLICATION FOR FULL ON-PREMISES SALES
Councilor Lawson recused herself because of an actual conflict of interest.  She indicated Mr. Kuhlman, the applicant, was her tenant.    

Councilor Woods asked the difference between a limited license and a full license.  Councilor Lawson explained a limited license allowed for the sale of only beer and wine while a full license allowed the sale of all alcoholic beverages.
It was moved by Councilor Shein and seconded by Councilor Marshall to recommend to the OLCC to approve the application for full on-premises sales at Tony’s Place.  The motion carried unanimously with Council President Brian Dalton, Councilor Warren Lamb, Councilor Kevin Marshall, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor David Shein, and Councilor Ken Woods, Jr. voting yes.  Councilor Lawson did not participate in the vote because of her declared actual conflict of interest.  
REPORTS OR COMMENTS FROM COUNCIL MEMBERS
Councilor Scroggin noted the Veterans Memorial Bridge dedication ceremony was well attended, noting it was something that was overdue.  He commented that it was great how it all came together.

REPORTS FROM CITY MANAGER AND STAFF

CDBG APPLICATION
Mr. Wyatt stated the City had an opportunity to apply for a CDBG grant to provide the Marion Polk Food Share, in cooperation with James II, a new location to house a food bank.  He indicated they were looking at the old Safeway building in the downtown area across from the Post Office.  Mr. Wyatt explained the City would complete the intake form and then the state would let us know if we would be allowed to apply for the grant.   

Ron Hayes of Marion Polk Food Share indicated funding for feeding the hungry is one allowed use of CDBG funds, noting the Safeway building would provide a site for James 2 as well as a site to distribute food.  He added there is a need for such a facility in Polk County.

Council President Dalton asked if there was a plan for the façade of the building.  Mr. Hayes stated they would have an architectural firm come in and give them estimates in the future.  Council President Dalton reminded Mr. Hayes that the downtown was an historic district, so it was important to keep an historic feel to the building.

John Stein stated James II started in March 2009.  He indicated the past two weeks they had between 250 and 275 people coming for food.  Mr. Stein commented they are borrowing the current facility and have outgrown it.  He indicated they would love the opportunity to work under Marion Polk Food Share.  Councilor Shein asked how many people the new facility could accommodate.  Sue Lamb reported it could hold 350 people, but they would expand to offer more meals per day and provide food more days per week.  
Councilor Wilson joined the meeting at 7:21 p.m.

It was moved by Councilor Lamb and seconded by Councilor Lawson to direct staff to hold a public hearing at the December 6 City Council  meeting to discuss completing the intake form for a CDBG grant for a food bank.  The motion carried unanimously.

OTHER
Mr. Wyatt explained one agenda item at the Administrative Subcommittee the following Monday would be a discussion about the formation of a Citizen Committee to explore biofuel plants.  He noted there was some confusion in the community about what was proposed in Dallas versus other plants such as the incinerator in Brooks.  Mayor Fairchild explained the topic of formation of a citizen committee to explore biofuel plants would be brought to the full Council for final approval.

Courtney Pope reported Dallas High School started their canned food drive and it would run through November 24.  She indicated students would go door-to-door through the community to ask for food donations.  Ms. Pope stated winter sports had started, although there was no word on scheduling yet.   

RESOLUTIONS

Resolution No. 3213:  A Resolution authorizing the establishment of a Health Reimbursement Arrangement/Voluntary Employees’ Beneficiary Association (“HRA VEBA”) Plan.
Mr. Wyatt indicated this resolution was for the Police Association, noting it was part of the latest contract negotiation.  He stated it would save the City money immediately.  Mr. Wyatt explained a VEBA plan was similar to a health savings account, with the City putting aside money to pay for deductibles and prescriptions.    Mayor Fairchild asked if the cost of the program was within the amount budgeted for the year.  Mr. Wyatt explained it was, adding it would actually save money.    
A roll call vote was taken and Mayor Fairchild declared Resolution No. 3213 to have PASSED BY A UNANIMOUS VOTE.
FIRST READING OF ORDINANCE

SECOND READING OF ORDINANCE

Ordinance No. 1731: An Ordinance amending provisions of Dallas City Code Section 5.642 relating to penalties for nuisances; and repealing conflicting provisions.  

Mayor Fairchild declared Ordinance No. 1731 to have passed its second reading.  A roll call vote was taken and Mayor Fairchild declared Ordinance No. 1731 to have PASSED BY A UNANIMOUS VOTE.
OTHER BUSINESS  
 There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 7:32 p.m.
Read and approved this _______ day of _________________________ 2010.
















_______________________________________

                                     Mayor

ATTEST:

_________________________________________


City Manager

