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DALLAS CITY COUNCIL

Monday, December 6, 2010

Council Chambers

The Dallas City Council met in regular session on Monday, December 6, 2010, at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers of City Hall with Council President Brian W. Dalton presiding. 

ROLL CALL AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Council members present:  Council President Brian Dalton, Councilor Warren Lamb, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Councilor Kevin Marshall, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor David Shein, Councilor David Voves, Councilor LaVonne Wilson, and Councilor Ken Woods, Jr.  Excused: Mayor Jim Fairchild. 
Also present were:  Student Body Liaison Courtney Pope, City Manager Jerry Wyatt, City Attorney Lane Shetterly, Assistant City Manager Kim Marr, and Recording Secretary Emily Gagner.
Council President Dalton led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE

Council President Dalton asked for questions or comments from the audience to include items on the agenda.  He noted there would be a five minute limit for each speaker.  He indicated the only event regarding the biomass facility was the presentation from the folks proposing the facility, adding there had been no application and the Council had taken no stand either way on the proposal.  Council President Dalton commented that the action item on the agenda regarding the plan was to form a citizen advisory committee.  
Chelsea Pope, Executive Director of the Dallas Area Chamber of Commerce and Visitors Center, stated Winterfest went very well.  She indicated Friday night they had about 2,000 people participate.  Saturday had a low turnout because of the Civil War game, but there were still a couple hundred people downtown.  Ms. Pope thanked the Council for their support and commended the City staff for their assistance.
Miguel Ascarrunz discussed megawatt to watt conversions.  He indicated the biomass plant would be run by a generator that would generate a lot of noise and heat.  This type biomass plant had never been made in the United States.  Mr. Ascarrunz stated he spoke to (Community Development Director) Mr. Locke who said this would not be a chemical plant.  Mr. Ascarrunz asserted that it would be a chemical plant.  He indicated he was merely defending his property.  

Mark McDonald stated there were a couple issues that hadn’t been brought out about the plant.  He indicated he had concerns with the chemical analysis of the product that would be used to produce the gas.  In his research he found it was a precursor to methanol so it is a concern to the citizens as far as environmental impact.  One thing missing from the equation is the trucks that would be bringing the biomass product to the plant for processing.  From his analysis, he estimated it would take 40-50 trucks per day to supply the plant.  That would equate to about 700,000-900,000 miles driven over Polk County roads in a year.  The fuel consumed by those tractor trailers, based on an average of 6 to 7 miles per gallon would be 11,000 to 15,000 gallons of diesel fuel burned in Polk County each year.  Mr. McDonald indicated the informational sheet stated the plant would only generate an amount of pollutants equal to three SUV’s each driven about 14,000 miles per year, but they also need to account for the trucks bringing the biofuel in to the plant.

Henry Suderman stated he was all for the plant, but his concern was how they would get enough material to supply it.   He noted as far as the number of trucks was concerned, Dallas lost a lot of truck traffic going to the mill, so that shouldn’t be a real problem.

Larry Irion indicated he had some questions the Council might want to consider.  He asked if the gas would generate heat for steam to run turbines and if there would be large amounts of water required.  He wondered if that turned out to be the case, where the water would come from.  Mr. Irion added that Weyerhaeuser had water rights to Rickreall Creek.  He indicated a cooling system would return hot water to the creek and asked how that would affect the creek downstream.  Mr. Irion stated the storage tanks for the gas would have to be large and asked if they would technically be bombs, as they had been known to blow up.  Mr. Irion indicated concern about the need for high tension power lines to carry the power away from the plant.  He asked the Council to please consider all of his questions.

Woody Boston expressed his concern about the plant being a stone’s throw away from a high school and an elementary school.  He stated kids were there for an education and with the commotion going on, they would not be able to concentrate.  He also asked what types of fumes the students would be breathing.  

PUBLIC HEARINGS  

PUBLIC HEARING ON A CDBG APPLICATION FOR A FOOD BANK IN DALLAS

Council President Dalton stated they are still working on the opportunity for a food bank, but the public hearing was cancelled for the night’s meeting.
CONSENT AGENDA

Councilor Woods noted the Council Rules were a work in progress, so they would not be addressed by the full Council for some time yet.

Councilor Shein asked to remove the November 15 Council minutes from the consent agenda.

It was moved by Councilor Lawson and seconded by Councilor Scroggin to approve the Consent Agenda as presented with the minutes removed.  The motion carried unanimously.

Approved by the Consent Agenda: a) acknowledge report of Nov. 22 Administrative Committee meeting; and b) acknowledge report of Nov. 22 Building and Grounds Committee meeting.  

ITEMS REMOVED FROM CONSENT AGENDA

APPROVE NOVEMBER 15, 2010 CITY COUNCIL MINUTES

Councilor Shein indicated that page 2, lines 45-46 of the minutes were not clear.  He stated the Mayor was talking about establishing the citizen committee and asked for the minutes to be amended to clarify that point.
It was moved by Councilor Shein and seconded by Councilor Wilson to amend the minutes to clarify that the Mayor was discussing the establishment of the citizen committee.  The motion carried unanimously.
REPORTS OR COMMENTS FROM COUNCIL MEMBERS
Councilor Lawson indicated she had been privileged to be part of Ford Family Institute Leadership Program and noted she participated in the state conference in Eugene.  She stated it had been very informative, adding she’s learned excellent information and there have been many great citizens getting involved.  Councilor Lawson asked anyone interested in participating next year to let her know.  She stated participation in the program will put the City in better shape for Ford grants in future.
Courtney Pope, Student Body Liaison, indicated the canned food drive received about 4,000 cans of food.  She added the Dallas High School seniors brought in the most cans, so they get a movie night.  She reported that the Christmas break would run from December 20 through January 3.  She also updated the Council on high school sporting events.  

REPORTS FROM CITY MANAGER AND STAFF

WATERSHED MANAGEMENT DISCUSSION
Mr. Wyatt reviewed the staff report.  He stated the watershed management proposals would be looking at all activities that would impact our watershed and the amount of water the City could store, noting the watershed was the sole source of water for the City.  He indicated the RFP would help the Council and staff look at management practices and would get the City more involved in our Watershed.  Mr. Wyatt stated the RFP would ask for in-depth analysis, evaluation of existing resources, water quality and quantity, fish and wildlife habitat, conservation methods, and recreational opportunities.   He added he would be looking to form a committee to evaluate the proposals once they were received.
It was moved by Councilor Lamb and seconded by Councilor Wilson to direct staff to issue the request for proposals for Rickreall Watershed Management Proposals and report back to Council for final approval after proposals have been reviewed.  The motion carried unanimously.

CANVASS OF CITY ELECTIONS

Mr. Wyatt reviewed the staff report.    
It was moved by Councilor Voves and seconded by Councilor Shein to accept the results of the November 2, 2010, General Election.  The motion carried unanimously.

2010 POPULATION ESTIMATE

Mr. Wyatt explained this was for information only.  Councilor Shein asked how the census folded into the population estimate.  Mr. Wyatt indicated the City wouldn’t receive census numbers until the next year, probably in July.   
RFP FOR BANKING SERVICES

Mr. Wyatt reviewed the staff report.  Councilor Scroggin asked if all the banking services had to go through one institution or if the City could use several.  Mr. Wyatt stated the City’s investments and CDs were spread around to various banks, but the City checking account was through one bank.  Councilor Marshall asked if the City would only use banks, or if credit unions or savings and loans were eligible.  Mr. Wyatt indicated the RFP would be open to all financial institutions.  Councilor Voves recommended the City get all contracted services on a plan, such as going out for an RFP every five years automatically.  The consensus of the Council was to add that topic to an Administrative Committee agenda in the next year.  

It was moved by Councilor Voves and seconded by Councilor Shein to direct staff to issue the request for proposals (RFP) for banking services and report back to Council for final approval after the proposals are reviewed.  The motion carried unanimously.

COUNCIL ORIENTATION PACKET

Mr. Wyatt reviewed the staff report.  He indicated the orientation packet would be helpful for existing and new Council members to review the various procedures, noting it was basic information that was compiled into one place.    
It was moved by Councilor Lawson and seconded by Councilor Wilson to approve the Council Orientation Packet and distribute it to the Councilors.  The motion carried unanimously.

CITIZEN COMMITTEE FORMATION DISCUSSION

Mr. Wyatt reviewed the staff report.  He noted the committee would be formed strictly of citizens with staff participating to facilitate the process.  Councilor Voves stated the Council received some very good comments earlier in the meeting and he hoped those people would at least attend the committee meetings if they could not be members.  He did urge citizens and the Council to not get too far ahead since no application was made.  Councilor Voves noted that if they went off assumptions, it could take on a life of its own.  Mr. Shetterly clarified that the Council would appoint the citizen committee membership.  Council President Dalton indicated there was some discussion to rename the committee the Biomass Facility Citizens’ Advisory Committee.    
It was moved by Councilor Marshall and seconded by Councilor Wilson to adopt the by-laws of the Biomass Facility Citizens’ Advisory Committee and direct staff to begin work to form the committee.  The motion carried unanimously.

PARK HOURS

Mr. Wyatt reviewed the staff report.    

OTHER
RESOLUTIONS

FIRST READING OF ORDINANCE

Ordinance No. 1732: An Ordinance adding new provisions to Dallas City Code Chapter 5, relating to truancy.  

Councilor Wilson stated the ordinance talked about the police holding students for up to five hours and asked if that would be a problem for staff.  Mr. Shetterly indicated he talked about that at length with Police Chief Teague and he was comfortable with that.  
Council President Dalton declared Ordinance No. 1732 to have passed its first reading.

SECOND READING OF ORDINANCE

OTHER BUSINESS  
The meeting was recessed at 7:47 p.m. for executive session to evaluate the City Manager.
Council President Dalton reconvened the Council meeting at 8:21 p.m.

It was moved by Councilor Woods and seconded by Councilor Shein that Mr. Wyatt’s evaluation be accepted and, in light of his excellent rating of 4.89 out of 5.00, the fact that he is still in the middle of the compensation range established for his manager position when he was hired three years ago, and the results of the compensation study referred to in the Governor’s Reset Cabinet report that says public and private sector compensation in Oregon will increase about 3% over the next year, that his contract be adjusted to provide for an increase in base salary of 4%, beginning December 1, 2010.  The motion carried unanimously.
Council President Dalton thanked Councilor Lamb for his 20 years of service and Councilor Shein for his four years of service.
Councilor Lamb stated it had been fantastic to meet with the various Council members over the many years and noted each council showed a love for community and care for the future.  He indicated he hoped he could still be a part of things and help wherever he could.

Council President Dalton thanked Councilor Woods for his 28 years on the Council.  He noted Councilor Woods had very ably represented the City on the Transportation Committee in Salem and served as Council President for many years.  He added Councilor Woods’ service was remarkable.  
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 8:26 p.m.
Read and approved this _______ day of _________________________ 2011.
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                                     Mayor

ATTEST:

_________________________________________


City Manager

