
DALLAS CITY COUNCIL
Monday, November 7, 2011

Council Chambers

The Dallas City Council met in regular session on Monday, November 7, 2011, at 7:00 p.m. in the 
Council Chambers of City Hall with Mayor Brian Dalton presiding. 

ROLL CALL AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Council members present: Council President Wes Scroggin, Councilor Jim Fairchild, Councilor 
Beth Jones, Councilor Jackie Lawson (arrived at 7:02 p.m.), Councilor Mark McDonald, 
Councilor Kevin Marshall, Councilor Murray Stewart, Councilor LaVonne Wilson, and Councilor 
Ken Woods, Jr.        

Also present were: City Manager Jerry Wyatt, City Attorney Lane Shetterly, Administrative 
Services Director Robert Spivey, Chief of Police John Teague, Director of Engineering Fred 
Braun, Finance Director Cecilia Ward, and Recording Secretary Emily Gagner.

Mayor Brian Dalton led the Pledge of Allegiance.  

QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE

Alan Minton stated he was at the last Council meeting when Councilor McDonald asked if 
everyone had been notified about the annexation, noting the answer was affirmative.  Mr. Minton 
indicated he did receive a letter stating there was a meeting with the Planning Commission and he 
was welcome to attend.  He stated he was not privy to the questionnaire that required a signature 
approving or disapproving the annexation.  Mr. Minton reported he lived on the east side of 
Hawthorne abutting the proposed annexation area and it would have been appropriate for 
everyone on that side of Hawthorne to answer if it was something they wanted.  Mr. Minton 
indicated he heard representatives of the community testify at the public hearing the previous 
meeting about traffic studies that were done and discuss the income that leaves Dallas and how 
commercial construction would be a boon to Dallas.  He commented that was not an accurate 
description.  He referred to a discussion at the previous Council meeting about restrictions on 
commercial construction in the Barberry Node.  He asked why people who represented 
themselves as part of the City would stand before the Council and create a scenario that was 
completely false.  He added what was more troubling was that there were people who worked on 
the Barberry Node who knew that wasn’t true and no one rebutted the statements.  Mr. Minton 
told the Council that though a lot of citizens didn’t show up to the meetings, it may not be apathy, 
but that the citizens entrust the Council to speak on their behalf.  He asked the Council to continue 
to provide due diligence as they represented his freedom and rights.    

Chelsea Pope, Executive Director of the Dallas Area Chamber of Commerce and Visitor Center, 
updated the Council on the Bounty Market wrap-up celebration and planning session.  She 
thanked the Council for their support.

Ms. Pope stated there were tourism conversations being had in Independence, Monmouth, and 
Falls City, adding she had been in conversations with Craig Pope and Austin McGuigan from 
Polk County, and Travel Salem to market Polk County.  She asked the Councilors to let her know 
if they were contacted by anyone about tourism in Polk County.  Ms. Pope reminded the Council 
that the Dallas Area Visitor Center was started because the Council supported promoting tourism. 

PUBLIC HEARING

CONSENT AGENDA  

Mr. Wyatt commented that the Walnut Avenue parking was discussed at the Public Works 
meeting and when staff and the City Attorney did the final review, it was discovered that the 
ordinance did allow parking on Walnut Avenue.  He noted the signage that indicated there was no 
parking was incorrect and had been removed.  

Mayor Dalton noted that staff was working with Mrs. Frei who had spoken at the previous 
meeting about a records request.  He added staff would give a report on the status of all records 
requests for the past year at a later Council meeting.

It was moved by Councilor Marshall and seconded by Councilor Wilson to approve the Consent 
Agenda as presented.  The motion carried unanimously.   

Items approved by the Consent Agenda: a) approve the October 17, 2011, City Council minutes; 
b) acknowledge report of the October 24, 2011, Public Safety Committee meeting; and c) 
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acknowledge report of the October 24, 2011, Public Works Committee meeting.

ITEMS REMOVED FROM CONSENT AGENDA

There were none.  

REPORTS OR COMMENTS FROM COUNCIL

Council President Scroggin stated he attended the Bounty dinner, as did Councilor Wilson.  He 
noted they received a certificate on behalf of the City.  He reported there were 9,524 visitors to 
the Bounty Market over the summer with 33 vendors and gross sales of $55,000.  He commended 
the Visitor Center for their work.

Councilor Lawson indicated she was able to attend the Halloween event put on by the Chamber, 
noting it was a lot of fun and was good for the City to support.

REPORTS FROM CITY MANAGER AND STAFF

PRESENTATION TO NATE FREY FOR WORK PERFORMED FOR AN EAGLE SCOUT 
SERVICE PROJECT

Mayor Dalton presented a certificate of appreciation to Nate Frey for his work on his Eagle Scout 
service project where he installed one hundred storm drain identification medallions in the main 
commercial corridor of Dallas.  He added Mr. Frey had raised funds for a donation to purchase 
additional medallions to continue the program.  Mr. Frey presented a check to Mayor Dalton for 
$175 to purchase additional medallions.  

MID-VALLEY 211

Denise Swanson, Resource Development Director with the United Way, discussed 211, a new 
program to Polk County.  She noted the program had been running nationwide since the early 
1990’s.    Ms. Swanson explained 211 was a hotline for people to call for social services.  She 
stated 80% of the calls to the hotline were for basic services, but they also had information about 
things such as parenting classes.  She added 211 was also web-based at www. 211info.org.  The 
cost for 211 was $220,000 annually for Marion, Polk, and Yamhill Counties, which included the 
call center service in Portland, marketing, and an FTE to update the information in the database.  
Statewide, the cost would be approximately $1.2 million.  Ms. Swanson stated for a municipality, 
211 would be a key piece in the event of an emergency or disaster.  She noted studies nationwide 
showed a cost savings for municipalities using 211.  Ms. Swanson indicated United Way 
launched the program with private donations, noting the sustainability plan including fundraising 
from private donors in addition to grants.  She added they were hoping to eventually garner 
support from counties and local governments.

COMMUNITY YOUTH SURVEY INFORMATION

Nicole Walker Sundby, Community Drug and Alcohol Coordinator for the Polk County 
Commission for Children and Families, reported she created a survey for youth in the area to 
focus on what extracurricular activities they were currently involved in and what they wanted to 
be involved in.  She indicated 7% of the youth population was represented in the survey, which 
was good for a snapshot view and provided a baseline to grow from.  Ms. Walker Sundby stated 
area youth had varied interests and there was not one activity they were all involved in or all 
hated.  She indicated a large number of youth wanted guitar lessons, likely because they were 
expensive and sounded cool.  She noted the popularity of job opportunities on the survey spoke to 
the current economic situation.  Ms. Walker Sundby stated youth were affected more than other 
populations in the current economy because they had little experience and less education so were 
being passed over for entry-level jobs because people with more experience were also applying 
for those.  She commented that youth indicated they wanted more movie nights, which confirmed 
what the City was already doing with movie nights.  She encouraged the Council to consider 
expanding that program.  

Ms. Walker Sundby stated she hoped to use the information to create more events like the long 
board event.  She noted Worksource and HALO were resources that were available to youth and 
she wanted to help connect them with those resources.  She explained they could look for ways to 
train youth in things like customer service even if there were no jobs available to help make them 
more marketable.  
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Councilor Stewart thanked Ms. Walker Sundby for the information, adding there was a lot to 
funnel under this umbrella, including mentoring.  Councilor McDonald expressed his appreciation 
for the information and noted this type of information could promote other events for youth to 
make Dallas a place they wanted to be.  In response to a question, Ms. Walker Sundby 
acknowledged she missed some events in the area and hoped to do the survey again and include 
those items.  

CITY MANAGER’S EVALUATION

Ms. Gagner reviewed the staff report and reminded the Council to return their completed reviews 
to her no later than November 28.  

OTHER

Mr. Wyatt reported the City received the Certificate of Excellence for Achievement in Financial 
Reporting for the twenty-first straight year.

Mr. Wyatt pointed out the year-end report he distributed to the Council for their review.  He 
indicated those items would be included in the November e-newsletter.

Mr. Wyatt indicated there had been a suggestion to list resolutions and ordinances on the webpage 
for review and that had been completed.

Mr. Wyatt discussed a recent waterline break that was repaired quickly and with no interruption 
to the residents.  He acknowledged the help from Polk County and Fowler Construction, who 
assisted the City crews, noting everyone did a great job.  

Mr. Wyatt stated there was nothing scheduled for the November 21 Council meeting, which was 
also Thanksgiving week, and asked if the Council would cancel that meeting.

It was moved by Councilor Wilson and seconded by Councilor Marshall to cancel the November 
21 Council meeting.  The motion carried unanimously.

RESOLUTIONS

Resolution No. 3236 – A Resolution establishing stop signs at the intersection of SE Academy 
Street and SE Hawthorne Avenue; and Repealing Sections 13 and 14 of Resolution No. 3140.

A roll call vote was taken and Mayor Dalton declared Resolution No. 3236 to have PASSED BY 
A UNANIMOUS VOTE with Council President Wes Scroggin, Councilor Jim Fairchild, 
Councilor Beth Jones, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Councilor Mark McDonald, Councilor Kevin 
Marshall, Councilor Murray Stewart, Councilor LaVonne Wilson, and Councilor Ken Woods, Jr. 
voting YES.

Resolution No. 3237 – A Resolution establishing a crosswalk on W. Ellendale Avenue at its 
intersection with Jasper Street.

A roll call vote was taken and Mayor Dalton declared Resolution No. 3237 to have PASSED BY 
A UNANIMOUS VOTE with Council President Wes Scroggin, Councilor Jim Fairchild, 
Councilor Beth Jones, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Councilor Mark McDonald, Councilor Kevin 
Marshall, Councilor Murray Stewart, Councilor LaVonne Wilson, and Councilor Ken Woods, Jr. 
voting YES.

FIRST READING OF ORDINANCE

Ordinance No. 1742: An Ordinance declaring 66 acres, more or less, of territory located in the 
Comprehensive Plan-designated Barberry Node adjacent to and south of East Ellendale Avenue in 
the Northeast quadrant of the City of Dallas annexed to the City of Dallas and withdrawn from 
Southwestern Polk County Rural Fire Protection District.

Councilor McDonald stated he asked at the public hearing at the previous Council meeting if the 
residents on Hawthorne had been notified about the proposed annexation and included in the 
discussion.  He indicated he mistakenly believed that they were included in the discussion about 
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the annexation and were notified.  He commented that before the Council allowed the Ordinance 
to pass the first reading, they should revisit getting the Hawthorne residents’ involvement.  He 
stated in the interest of transparency, they should be included in the discussion.  Councilor 
McDonald indicated he noticed a number of LLC’s listed as property owners and stated in the 
interest of transparency, the officers, agents, and owners should be disclosed so the Council knew 
the parties involved.  Councilor McDonald asked if the rental units would be government 
subsidized via Section 8 or other government grant programs.  He said now that he knew a 
portion of the residents were not included in the discussion, he asked to postpone the reading of 
the ordinance until those questions were answered.    

Councilor Fairchild stated the Council already canceled the November 21 meeting, so the earliest 
they could have a second reading of the ordinance would be December 5, which gave people three 
or four weeks to look at it.  He indicated the purpose of a first reading was to identify questions.  
He recommended getting a list from Councilor McDonald of his questions and have the answers 
brought back to the rest of the Council.  He noted much of the discussion, such as Section 8 
housing, was irrelevant to the issue of annexation.    

Councilor Stewart pointed out that the questions Councilor McDonald had were not pertinent to 
the annexation discussion.  Councilor Wilson commented that this issue had been through the 
Planning Commission with a public hearing and those questions could have been addressed there.  
She noted the Planning Commission did a lot of research and people had the opportunity to 
comment for or against the annexation.  She recommended having the ordinance pass the first 
reading.  Councilor McDonald indicated he had no objection to that, adding his main concern was 
that the property owners on a portion of Hawthorne were left out of the discussion.

Mr. Shetterly reminded the Council that this annexation came on the application of the affected 
property owners, so it was a self-selected application process.  He referred to the discussion on 
the first page of the October 17, 2011, minutes.  He stated the residents on Hawthorne were not 
offered the opportunity to say they wanted to be annexed or not because they were not involved in 
the proposed property to be annexed.  Mr. Shetterly indicated the residents received notice prior 
to the Planning Commission and Council public hearings as required by law.  Mr. Shetterly 
reviewed the double majority annexation process, which is a statutory-outlined process for the 
application.  He stated it required obtaining the consent of the owners of more than half of the 
land and the majority of electors in the territory, noting this annexation application met those 
criteria.  Mr. Shetterly indicated if the property owners on Hawthorne wanted to annex their 
properties, they could do that if they got a double majority themselves.  He added the City was 
not in a position to force an applicant to annex other properties.

Councilor McDonald stated he wanted to make sure the City had been completely transparent to 
those property owners who would now have City on either side of them.  He indicated his other 
questions were somewhat pertinent because that notification and that courtesy that the City 
extends to the property owners to get their feedback and make sure they understand what is 
happening would be an honorable thing to do.  

Mr. Shetterly reminded the Council that their decision needed to be based only on the record of 
the public hearing.      

Mayor Dalton declared Ordinance No. 1742 to have passed its first reading.

SECOND READING OF ORDINANCE

OTHER BUSINESS

Mayor Dalton reported he had spoken to Congressman Schrader a couple of times regarding the 
wine shipping bill.  Mayor Dalton stated the local wineries were very upset about it and he 
conveyed their concern to the congressman.  He indicated he had also spoken to Congressman 
Schrader about the Weyerhaeuser property, noting Congressman Schrader and the Governor’s 
office pledged their full support to the City, who was working vigorously to resolve the sale of 
that property.

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 8:02 p.m.

Read and approved this _______ day of _________________________ 2011.

_______________________________________
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                                     Mayor
ATTEST:
_________________________________________

City Manager


