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DALLAS CITY COUNCIL

Tuesday, January 16, 2007
Council Chambers

The Dallas City Council met in regular session on Tuesday, January 16, 2007, at 7:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers of City Hall with Mayor Jim Fairchild presiding. 

ROLL CALL

Council members present were:  Council President Ken Woods, Councilor Brian Dalton, Councilor Warren Lamb, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Councilor Kevin Marshall, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor David Shein, Councilor Rich Slack, and Councilor LaVonne Wilson.  

Also present were:  City Manager Roger Jordan, Police Chief Jim Harper, Community Development Director Jerry Wyatt, Public Works Director Fred Braun, Assistant City Manager Kim Marr, and Recording Secretary Marsha Heeter.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

After hearing no corrections or additions, Mayor Fairchild declared the minutes of the January 2, 2007, Council meeting approved as printed.

REPORTS OR COMMENTS FROM COUNCIL MEMBERS

COUNCIL PRESIDENT’S DECEMBER REPORT

Mayor Fairchild asked if there were any questions about Council President Ken Woods’ report for December.  There were none.  

Mayor Fairchild indicated that he has heard from a number of people that the Public Works staff have done a great job of keeping streets open and usable.  He asked Public Works Director Fred Braun to pass the compliment on to his staff.  City Manager Roger Jordan noted that the Library and Aquatic Center have stayed open all day and City Hall has been fully staffed.

REPORTS OF SPECIAL COMMITTEES AND CITY OFFICERS

BUDGET CALENDAR FOR 2007-08

Mr. Jordan presented the proposed budget calendar for 2007-08.  He said it was the typical budget process we have used in the past.  He asked the Council to adopt the budget calendar. 

Councilor Warren Lamb moved to approve the 2007-08 budget calendar as presented.  The motion was duly seconded and CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY with Council President Ken Woods, Councilor Brian Dalton, Councilor Kevin Marshall, Councilor Warren Lamb, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor David Shein, Councilor Rich Slack, and Councilor LaVonne Wilson voting YES.

RESIGNATION FROM BUDGET COMMITTEE

Mr. Jordan reported that Herb Harms has resigned from the Budget Committee.  Mayor Fairchild noted that last year the Council increased the membership on this committee by one.  He asked if they want to keep it at that level or drop it back to the previous level.  In response to question about the reason for adding a person, Mayor Fairchild answered that there was an additional interested person so they appointed him.  Councilor David Shein asked if he has anyone for the position.  Mayor Fairchild answered that there is no one in particular, although there is a person who might be interested.  He noted that the first Budget Committee meeting is April 16, so he will check to see if that person is interested.

AGENT FOR REGIONAL AUTOMATED INFORMATION NETWORK GRANT

Mr. Jordan indicated the staff was recommending that the Council authorize the City to be the grant agency for the Regional Automated Information Network (RAIN) grant previously administered by Stayton.  He explained that RAIN is the computer system that is used by the dispatch center and it helps the police do their job.  He noted that he has been Chair of the RAIN Board in the past and Police Chief Jim Harper is the Chair this year.  Mr. Jordan added that he doesn’t anticipate a significant time expenditure for City staff in conjunction with administering this grant.

Councilor Jackie Lawson moved to authorize the City to be the grant agency for the Regional Automated Information Network (RAIN) grant.  The motion was duly seconded and CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY with Council President Ken Woods, Councilor Brian Dalton, Councilor Kevin Marshall, Councilor Warren Lamb, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor David Shein, Councilor Rich Slack, and Councilor LaVonne Wilson voting YES.

COUNCIL LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE

Mr. Jordan said he was recommending having a Council Legislative Committee this year as we have in the past.  Mayor Fairchild pointed out that the Council President has been involved in the past.  Mr. Jordan noted that in the past the Committee has had lunch meetings.  He explained that the Committee includes the Mayor, the Council President and the Chairs or a representative of the four Council Committees.  Councilor Wes Scroggin indicated that he would not be able to serve and he asked other members of the Administrative Committee if anyone would be interested.  Councilor Shein said he would do it.  Mayor Fairchild explained that the Committee reviews bills before the legislature and decides which ones they need to study more.  Mr. Jordan pointed out that Assistant City Manager Kim Marr would be staff for the Committee.  Mayor Fairchild noted that the Committee would also visit with the City’s legislators and tell them the City’s position on the issues.

Mr. Jordan suggested having their first meeting at noon on January 24, then meeting on February 7 and February 21, and scheduling addition meetings after that if needed.  The Legislative Committee members agreed to the meeting schedule as proposed.  

JANUARY PLANNING COMMISSION REPORT

Mr. Jordan reported on the January 9, 2007, Planning Commission meeting.  He explained that as a result of subdivision approvals at this meeting, there are only 19 subdivision lots available under the existing allocation plan that goes to August 2007.  He noted that with the Aquifer Storage and Recovery System (ASR) capacity, the City will have a new water availability analysis done.  He reported that the Planning Commission approved an eight-lot subdivision on SE Academy, a two-lot partition on Orchard Drive, a 23-lot subdivision on SW Clay, a two-lot partition on SE Fir Villa, a nine-lot subdivision on NW Denton, and a Conditional Use to allow a duplex on Miller Avenue.  He explained that the subdivision on West Clay will require the developer’s participation in half-street improvements to West Clay.  

DECEMBER BILLS 

Mr. Jordan asked if there were any questions about the bills for December.  There were none.

COMMUNICATIONS AND PETITIONS

LETTER CONCERNING GROCERY STORES IN DALLAS

Mr. Jordan reviewed a letter from Judy Luther concerning Dallas needing more grocery stores.  He indicated that he sent a letter thanking her for her concerns and to let her know the City and Economic Development Commission work with businesses interested in coming to town.  Councilor Scroggin asked about her comment that stores were “blocked by City restraints”.  Mr. Jordan answered that he was not aware of any instances where a store didn’t come here because of something the City required.  He noted that it could be in areas where there is not adequate infrastructure.  Mayor Fairchild remarked that he knows Ms. Luther and he asked her for specific information so he can check further on it.  Council President Ken Woods noted that he has heard the same comments and has tried to clarify it.  He said that some people act like the City has a franchise with Safeway so no one else comes in, and he wondered about a newspaper article explaining that it is not true.  Mr. Jordan responded that there is letter being prepared to be signed by the Mayor and Economic Development Commission Chair encouraging businesses to look at Dallas.  Councilor Shein agreed that there is a public relations issue because he has heard the same thing.  Mr. Jordan pointed out that the City works with businesses through the Economic Development Commission and the Chamber.  He added that he thinks it is more of a competition issue and Monmouth, Independence, and Salem are part of the Dallas market.  He indicated that he will take the letter to the Economic Development Commission.

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 8:11 p.m.

Read and approved this __5th _ day of __February_______________ 2007.

_/s/__James B. Fairchild_____________________

                                      Mayor

ATTEST:

___/s/ Roger Jordan______________________________


City Manager
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