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DALLAS CITY COUNCIL

Monday, February 5, 2007
Council Chambers

The Dallas City Council met in regular session on Monday, February 5, 2007, at 7:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers of City Hall with Mayor Jim Fairchild presiding. 

ROLL CALL
Council members present were:  Council President Ken Woods, Councilor Brian Dalton, Councilor Warren Lamb, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Councilor Kevin Marshall, Councilor David Shein, and Councilor LaVonne Wilson.  Members excused:  Councilor Wes Scroggin and Councilor Rich Slack.

Also present were:  City Manager Roger Jordan, City Attorney Mark Irick, Police Chief Jim Harper, Community Development Director Jerry Wyatt, Public Works Director Fred Braun, Finance Director Marcia Baragary, Library Director Donna Zehner, Assistant City Manager Kim Marr, and Recording Secretary Marsha Heeter.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
After hearing no corrections or additions, Mayor Fairchild declared the minutes of the January 16, 2007, Council meeting approved as printed.

REPORTS OR COMMENTS FROM COUNCIL MEMBERS
COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS ATTENDANCE AWARD

Mayor Fairchild reported that the annual Council of Governments meeting was last Wednesday.  He indicated that there were a number of Dallas people present because we knew City Manager Roger Jordan was going to be receiving the Wes Kvarsten award.  He noted that because we had so many people there, the City received an attendance award.  

MAYOR’S REPORTS FOR NOVEMBER, DECEMBER AND JANUARY

Mayor Fairchild indicated that he got caught up with his monthly reports.  There were no questions.  

Council President Ken Woods announced that he was reappointed vice chair of the Mid Willamette Valley Area Commission on Transportation last week.  He added that, more importantly, he became a grandpa on Sunday.

ADMINISTRATIVE COMMITTEE REPORT

Councilor David Shein reported on the January 22, 2007, meeting of the Administrative Committee.  He indicated that there was one action item regarding a salary adjustment for non-union City employees.  He said the recommendation is to give employees a 1.5% increase in lieu of doing a salary study.  He noted that this does not replace the cost of living adjustment in July.  Mayor Fairchild pointed out that the recommendation is also to add 4% to the top of all salary ranges.  Councilor Shein agreed, adding that there are a large number of people who are at the tops of their ranges, so this gives them more opportunities.  Mayor Fairchild said it makes Dallas more comparable to other cities our size, most of which have seven steps compared to Dallas’ five steps.  In response to a question, Mr. Jordan indicated that in the past when we have done a salary study, we have split the increases in any ranges between two budget years, so that is the plan for this year.  He added that next year’s increase would be in the budget.  

Councilor Shein moved to amend the non-represented employee salary range schedule by adding 4% to the top of the current ranges and authorize a 1.5% merit increase February 1, 2007 and 1.5% merit increase February 1, 2008.  The motion was duly seconded.  Councilor Warren Lamb asked how this would impact costs for the Public Employees Retirement System.  Mr. Jordan answered that it would increase it minimally.  Mr. Jordan pointed out that this increase means that the general employees will be getting the same increase as police association members get.  Councilor LaVonne Wilson remarked that she has worked with salary ranges and agrees with the recommendation to increase the ranges.  The motion CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY with Council President Ken Woods, Councilor Brian Dalton, Councilor Kevin Marshall, Councilor Warren Lamb, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Councilor David Shein, and Councilor LaVonne Wilson voting YES.

PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE REPORT

Councilor Kevin Marshall reported on the January 22, 2007, meeting of the Public Safety Committee.  He indicated that there were six items on the agenda, none of which required any action.  He then reviewed the Committee minutes.  Mr. Jordan noted that we have to change from diesel to gas for operating the boiler for City Hall, and we will be replacing a tank, and installing a propane tank to run the emergency generator.  He explained that this will enable City Hall to be used as a community shelter facility if needed.  Councilor Lamb asked when the Council will review the ESCi report on the Fire Department management.  Mr. Jordan answered that the report should be done by March and he hopes to have it for the Public Safety Committee meeting in March.  Mayor Fairchild commended the volunteer firefighters for being willing to donate their time and making the effort to get the 60 hours of training required for certification.

REPORTS OF SPECIAL COMMITTEES AND CITY OFFICERS
CHARTER COMMUNICATIONS PRESENTATION

Mr. Jordan introduced Felix Gutierrez, Charter Communication’s operating manager for this area.  Mr. Gutierrez reviewed the plan for upgrading services in the Dallas area, which starts with studying what is already there.  He said they should meet all the requirements of the Franchise within a year.  Councilor Shein asked if the new services including high speed Internet would be available to every residence and business in Dallas.  Mr. Gutierrez said it would.  Mr. Jordan pointed out that in the new franchise, Charter has a certain period of time to implement improvements and they are meeting that time line.  Mr. Gutierrez said they will keep City Hall informed as to where they are working, because there will probably be a number of calls because people don’t always understand that there is City right of way along their property.  Mr. Gutierrez added that they send mailers to residents of an area prior to working in that area.  Council President Woods asked if there would be any upgrades to residences.  Mr. Gutierrez answered that there wouldn’t be if the existing line provides good service.  He added that they are trying to not have to replace any existing cable, just equipment in pedestals.  In response to a question, Mr. Gutierrez said the upgrades are totally separate from cable rates.  He indicated that they will get increased revenue from new Internet connections.  In response to a question, Mr. Gutierrez said that upgrades to HDTV service are some time down the road.

MID-YEAR BUDGET REVIEW

Finance Director Marcia Baragary gave the 2006-07 mid-year budget review.  She reminded them that they estimate in March for what will happen starting in June for the next year.  In response to a question, Mr. Jordan indicated that reserves and contingencies aren’t carried over in the mid-year estimate because those funds probably won’t be spent.  He added that the carryover is the difference between revenue and expenditures.  Mayor Fairchild commented that the quarterly reviews are the reason the City doesn’t get budget surprises.

SCHEDULING GOAL SETTING SESSION

Mr. Jordan suggested holding the annual goal setting session on Wednesday, February 28 starting at 5:30 p.m.  Mayor Fairchild advised the new members that it will probably take three to four hours for the session.  Mr. Jordan advised that he will send out information on the existing goals and get Council input.  He added that the meeting will be held in the Council Chambers and dinner will be served.

CRITERIA FOR CITY MANAGER’S EVALUATION

Mr. Jordan noted that the Council wants an executive session to discuss the criteria for the City Manager’s evaluation.  Mayor Fairchild stressed that it is to set the criteria, not to do an evaluation.  Mr. Jordan said there will be an executive session after the February 20 meeting to discuss the evaluation criteria.

POSTPONEMENT OF NEW WASTEWATER FILTER PLANT CONSTRUCTION

Mr. Jordan recommended sending notice to the Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) requesting postponement of construction of a new wastewater filter plant until the City can study the impact of the TTM (Tyco) closure.  

Council President Woods moved to send notice to DEQ that the City wants to postpone construction of a new wastewater filter system.  The motion was duly seconded.  Councilor Lamb asked what would happen if the city gets a new industry in six months that will have the same waste stream.  Mr. Jordan answered that the City would move ahead then, but would still need to look at its options.  He indicated that every new industry would have different pretreatment requirements.  Councilor Brian Dalton asked the status of the study of the poplar tree plantation.  Mr. Jordan answered that the results said that filtering is better than the poplars, so that is on hold.  He noted that the pond there has been eliminated.  He added that the trees will continue to grow, but the demonstration project showed it was not the most viable option.  Councilor Jackie Lawson said she would prefer to see a date instead of leaving it ambiguous.  Council President Woods amended the motion to add “up to two years”.  The amendment was duly seconded and CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY with Council President Ken Woods, Councilor Brian Dalton, Councilor Kevin Marshall, Councilor Warren Lamb, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Councilor David Shein, and Councilor LaVonne Wilson voting YES.

UPDATE ON WASTEWATER TREATMENT FACILITY MANAGEMENT CONTRACT

Mr. Jordan reported that he has extended the OMI management contract at the Wastewater Treatment Facility.  He noted that both the Wastewater Treatment Facility and the Water Plant are sophisticated operations and if a private contract is more efficient or beneficial for the City, he recommends using one.  He indicated that in the future, we will continue to see a blend between the private and public sector.  Councilor Lamb asked the cost.  Mr. Jordan answered that it is $146,000 per year.  Councilor Lamb asked why the City hired an Assistant Public Works Director.  Mr. Jordan answered that the Assistant Public Works Director was not hired to run the Wastewater Treatment Facility.  He noted that he has overseen the Wastewater Treatment Facility in the past, but he also oversees all the Public Works projects.  Mr. Jordan reminded the Council that we have a large number of those, including projects totaling about $7 million for water system improvements over the next few years.  Mr. Jordan pointed out that a good portion of the OMI contract cost covers software and hardware for the plant as well as making sure there is adequate staffing for the plant at all times.  Councilor Dalton asked if there are some cities our size that totally contract out plant operations.  Mr. Jordan answered that there are.  

OLCC ANNUAL RENEWALS

Mr. Jordan noted that the list of OLCC establishments didn’t get included in the agenda packet.  He said there is still time to put it on the next agenda.  

MONTHLY REPORTS FOR DECEMBER

Mr. Jordan asked if there were any questions about the Department reports for December.  Councilor Dalton commented that the Aquatic Center income has set new records for 10 months out of the last 12, with December up over $10,000 over last year.  Councilor Lawson said she has heard that Corvallis is becoming the facility of choice because of the strong chlorine smell at ours.  Mr. Jordan responded that we are not supposed to have a chlorine smell.  Councilor Dalton indicated that he swims three days a week, and he sometimes does have a lingering chemical smell when he gets home.  Mr. Jordan said he would have the staff look into that.  

OTHER

LUBA Decisions

Mr. Jordan indicated that there was a memorandum that City Attorney Mark Irick wanted to go over.  Mr. Irick explained that for land use hearings, people are told in writing and orally that if there is an issue, it has to be raised before the City before it can be the basis of an appeal.  He indicated that for two of his cases, LUBA took one sentence out of a thousand page report and ruled based on that.  He asked the Council to recommend legislation that LUBA can only consider issues raised before the governing body, or at least to give notice of what they are going to consider and allow the governing body to respond with additional information.  He noted that the City’s Comprehensive Plan Acknowledgement was appealed to the Department of Land Conservation and Development (DLCD) and was upheld.  He pointed out that the County also had to get their plan approved because of the City adding industrial land to its Urban Growth Boundary, and that was appealed to LUBA.  He explained that the County Attorney filed for dismissal because DLCD was the appropriate appeal body and LUBA said they had jurisdiction.  He said we are facing a decision made outside of and with no consideration of what the City says or does.  Mr. Irick said he would be willing to discuss this with the Legislative Committee or the Council could give Mr. Jordan and him authority to ask the League of Oregon Cities advocacy committee to join in on this.  Mr. Irick noted that there was a Joint Land Use Committee formed this year and he thinks a letter to them would help.  Mayor Fairchild recommended taking it to the Legislative Committee to review alternatives and then make a recommendation to the Council.  Council President Woods suggested getting the League of Oregon Cities involved now, since it would be two weeks before the issue could be back to the Council.  It was noted that there is a deadline for submitting proposals to the Legislature.  Mayor Fairchild confirmed that the consensus of the Council was to move this issues to as many places and in as many directions as we can.  

Public Information Records Requests

Mr. Jordan noted that some questions have come up regarding public information records requests.  He explained that the City policy is to have a supervisor make sure the information requested is releasable, and the complex requests come to him or even to Mr. Irick.  Mr. Jordan indicated that a recent request was to look at working documents.  The person making that request said she called around and other cities allow that.  He said he wanted to make sure the Council knows that the City has a policy regarding release of records.  He added that if the Council has already reviewed it, it is available for release.  

COMMUNICATIONS AND PETITIONS

OLCC CHANGE OF OWNERSHIP APPLICATION FOR CHEVRON STATION

Mr. Jordan said the staff recommendation is to endorse the OLCC application for change of ownership for the Chevron Station on Ellendale.

Councilor Dalton moved to endorse the OLCC application for the Chevron Station.  The motion was duly seconded and CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY with Council President Ken Woods, Councilor Brian Dalton, Councilor Kevin Marshall, Councilor Warren Lamb, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Councilor David Shein, and Councilor LaVonne Wilson voting YES.

RESOLUTIONS

Resolution No. 3115
A Resolution authorizing the transfer of budgetary funds.

A Roll Call vote was taken and Mayor Fairchild declared Resolution No. 3115 to have PASSED by a MAJORITY VOTE with Council President Woods, Councilor Dalton, Councilor Lawson, Councilor Marshall, Councilor Shein, and Councilor Wilson voting YES and Councilor Lamb voting NO.
OTHER BUSINESS
Councilor Lawson asked to have an item on the agenda about all the vandalism in the downtown area brought about by the downtown bars.  Mayor Fairchild said it would be on the next agenda.

At 9:20 p.m. Mayor Fairchild announced that immediately after the Council meeting was adjourned they would meet as the Dallas Community Development Commission Urban Renewal Agency Board of Directors and after that meeting was adjourned, they would go into executive session to discuss real property transactions as authorized in ORS 192.660(2)(e). 

Read and approved this __20th__ day of __February_______________ 2007.

_____Jim Fairchild________________________

                                      Mayor

ATTEST:

____Roger Jordan_________________________________


City Manager
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