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DALLAS CITY COUNCIL

Tuesday, February 20, 2007
Council Chambers

The Dallas City Council met in regular session on Tuesday, February 20, 2007, at 7:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers of City Hall with Mayor Jim Fairchild presiding. 

ROLL CALL
Council members present were:  Council President Ken Woods, Councilor Brian Dalton, Councilor Warren Lamb, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Councilor Kevin Marshall, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor David Shein, Councilor Rich Slack, and Councilor LaVonne Wilson.  

Also present were:  City Manager Roger Jordan, City Attorney Mark Irick, Interim Fire Chief Bill Hahn, Police Chief Jim Harper, Deputy Police Chief Tom Simpson, Community Development Director Jerry Wyatt, Public Works Director Fred Braun, Finance Director Marcia Baragary, Library Director Donna Zehner, Assistant City Manager Kim Marr, and Recording Secretary Marsha Heeter.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
After hearing no corrections or additions, Mayor Fairchild declared the minutes of the February 5, 2007, Council meeting approved as printed.

REPORTS OR COMMENTS FROM COUNCIL MEMBERS
Councilor David Shein noted that the Dallas Event Center has opened.  He said it is a beautiful facility, and he thinks it will be an asset for downtown Dallas.  

Councilor Brian Dalton reported that the cleanup crew worked on cleaning up the park strip at Center Market at the intersection of Church Street and Washington Street.  He noted that there were 12 people who worked for 4 hours on the site.

Councilor Wes Scroggin asked about the Miller Avenue project.  City Manager Roger Jordan answered that City Attorney Mark Irick sent the contractor a letter giving them a deadline to respond or the City will cancel the contract.  Mr. Irick explained that if the contractor abandons the work and doesn’t return or pay the subcontractors or suppliers, the City has a payment and performance bond, so if the contractor doesn’t respond within seven days, the bonding company takes over the project, which means they have to hire someone else to finish it.  Councilor Rich Slack asked if we notified people in that area or the school of the status.  Mr. Jordan answered that he notified the School Superintendent.  Mr. Irick remarked that this is new ground for the City since it has never happened before.  In response to a question, Mr. Irick said that if the project is turned over to the bonding company, we will ask that they allow the City input as to who they are hiring.  

MAYOR’S STATE OF THE CITY MESSAGE

Mayor Fairchild distributed copies of his State of the City Message and read it.  He noted that the City is in good shape.

QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE

Jane Henderson, a Dallas resident, asked if there will be a public hearing on the siting of the senior center.  Mayor Fairchild answered that we won’t know until we actually have made a site selection.  Ms. Henderson remarked that she feels the City is giving developer Jim Fowler special treatment and it is unfair.  She indicated that the Ceres Gleann development near her is in an area that the City considers a third growth area and it should have not been developed yet.  She indicated that the City paid $82,000 for oversized drainage in that area and the City paid half of the cost of a Division of State Lands permit for Fife Construction.  Ms. Henderson said she thought the Fir Villa street improvement project was being done 10 years early because of the Lutheran Church’s plans to build there, but a Councilor told her it was because of Ceres Gleann.  Regarding the senior center, she asked who was pushing the Trinity Lutheran Church site.  Mayor Fairchild said he was the one and he still thinks it would be a good site, but it has been dropped from the list.  

REPORTS OF SPECIAL COMMITTEES AND CITY OFFICERS
VANDALISM ISSUES IN THE DOWNTOWN AREA

Mr. Jordan indicated that there had been a request to discuss concerns about vandalism and alcohol related incidents in downtown Dallas.  He noted that the agenda included a report from Police Chief Jim Harper regarding recent incidents.  Mr. Jordan said the City is working with businesses in the area.  Councilor Jackie Lawson said, speaking as the owner of two buildings downtown, they have had two big plate glass windows broken over the last year by people from bars.  She added that having boarded up windows affects the image of downtown as well as costing them a lot of money.  She noted that the image of having a lot of bar hoppers downtown at night causes concerns for businesses and she wanted the Council to be aware of the size of the problem.  She said she has even contacted OLCC to see what could be done.  She wondered about putting cameras downtown, which would increase the feeling of security in the downtown.  She added that cameras would be cheaper than hiring additional police officers.  Councilor Dalton remarked that the City has had extensive graffiti attacks recently and he thinks cameras would help curb that also.  Mr. Jordan responded that the City does have a graffiti ordinance and he needs to know if it is not being taken care of.  Councilor Shein commented that cameras might help identify the culprits.  Mr. Jordan agreed that cameras can be very useful, adding that we are using them at the Aquatic Center and in some parks.  He said the Council would need to decide how many and where they should be.  Councilor Kevin Marshall asked if most of the incidents happen on weekends and if the Police Department could allocate police resources in light of that.  Councilor Scroggin noticed that businesses are kicking patrons out and he wondered if one business notifies the others if they have done that.  Mr. Jordan said they could notify the police when they have done that.  Chief Harper remarked that the statistics show that one of the bars has had most of the problem, and they are not sure why.  He indicated that he has talked to owner who has increased staff on Friday and Saturday night.  Chief Harper pointed out that most of the incidents occur around closing time.  He agreed that there could be more cooperation between the businesses and the police.  Mr. Jordan suggested sending this issue to the Public Safety Committee to discuss developing some partnerships and where would be effective placement of cameras.  Mayor Fairchild referred it to the Public Safety Committee.

UPDATE ON NEW CITY WEBSITE

Mr. Jordan announced that we are nearly through with the new City website.  He said that the staff will send the Council notice when it is ready to review, which will be before it is ready to go live.  Councilor Scroggin asked who is responsible for upgrading the information.  Mr. Jordan answered that each department has responsibility, with overview by Assistant Library Director Roxanne Wilcox and Assistant City Manager Kim Marr.

SENIOR CENTER ADVISORY COMMITTEE REPORT

Mr. Jordan asked for authority to work with the Senior Center Advisory Committee on selecting an architect to prepare a conceptual plan and for selecting a site.  He indicated that once the concept is on paper, the site can be selected based on that.  Mayor Fairchild added that the sites are the old pool, the Academy Building site, and a site across the creek from the Aquatic Center.  He asked the Council if they were comfortable with these three sites.  Councilor Scroggin said he was familiar with the Academy Building site and the old pool.  He asked about third site, which he remembers as not being level.  Mayor Fairchild answered that it does have a level area.  Mr. Jordan remarked that part of what the architect would do is show how the facility would fit a site, and tell what it would cost to build there.  Mayor Fairchild pointed out that a number of the Senior Center Advisory Committee members were present in the audience.  Councilor Lawson asked if the cost of the conceptual plan was already budgeted.  Mr. Jordan answered that it was included when he did the six-month budget review.  Mayor Fairchild pointed out that the City owns two of the sites, and the third is owned by Polk County.  In response to a question, Mayor Fairchild indicated that the Council would make the decision on the final site.

Councilor Kevin Marshall moved to authorize the City Manager to work with the Senior Center Advisory Committee on selecting an architect to develop a conceptual plan and costs for each of the three sites.  The motion was duly seconded.  Councilor Lawson asked if there was any idea of the potential cost.  Mr. Jordan estimated that it would cost $800,000 to $1 million.  Mayor Fairchild added that Committee is looking at funding options for both the building and for day-to-day operations.  The motion was amended to add “not to exceed $20,000”.  The motion was voted on and CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY with Council President Ken Woods, Councilor Brian Dalton, Councilor Kevin Marshall, Councilor Warren Lamb, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor David Shein, Councilor Rich Slack, and Councilor LaVonne Wilson voting YES.  Mayor Fairchild thanked the Senior Center Advisory Committee for their hard work.

URBAN RENEWAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE REPORT

Councilor Dalton, Chair of the Urban Renewal Advisory Committee, reported on their meetings.  He indicated that they discussed murals, which will require revision of sign code, so the Staff will look into that and provide a report.  He explained that the Staff provided a project list and the Committee selected their priorities.  He noted that the projects were divided into three major headings:  first - Streetscape, which is major part of the projects; second - Immediate Priorities, which are interim projects that include clean up, and tend to be low dollar and high impact; and third – projects the City should do.  He indicated that the City will be looking for state and federal funding.  He noted that for the Streetscape projects, Main Street is top priority, followed by Jefferson Street, and the side streets are third.  Councilor Shein asked if there would be any links to Urban Renewal activity on the new website.  Mr. Jordan said there would be.  Councilor Dalton said the next meeting of the Advisory Committee will be March 15.  Mr. Jordan pointed out that when they have a final list of projects, it will be taken to the Council acting as the Community Development Commission Urban Renewal Agency Board of Directors.

OLCC LICENSE RENEWALS

Mr. Jordan said the staff recommendation is to endorse the OLCC renewal applications for existing establishments.  He noted that the Staff is working with OLCC and Blondie’s regarding some of the issues with their customers.  He distributed some letters brought in by Blondie’s owner.  Councilor Warren Lamb asked if the owner thought the Council was going to shut him down.  Mayor Fairchild answered that there was a rumor started.  Councilor Lawson asked what the City’s costs are for handling Blondie’s especially compared to other establishments.  Mayor Fairchild said this could be discussed by the Public Safety Committee.  Councilor Scroggin asked if the approval of OLCC renewals had to be all or nothing, or if the City could send a message with approval.  Mr. Jordan answered that the City can attach a message.  He noted that OLCC and the City staff is working with Blondie’s informally now.  Councilor Scroggin asked if it would be possible to suggest changing something like closing hours, to have them close earlier.  Mr. Jordan answered that would be part of the formal process and we are in the informal process so he would not recommend it at this time.  Council President Ken Woods asked if we should recommend renewal for the Courthouse Pub and Grill, which is closed for remodeling.  Councilor Lawson reported that the operator of the Courthouse Pub and Grill has gutted it, sold off furnishings, and she wants to open it as a different type of business.  Councilor Marshall said he heard she wanted to open it as a brew pub and wondered if that would be a different type of license.  Mr. Jordan answered that they could convert their type of license.  Councilor Marshall pointed out that one needs to consider the size of an establishment when looking at the number of incidents.

Councilor Warren Lamb moved to endorse the OLCC renewal applications subject to continuing the informal process undergoing now with Blondie’s.  The motion was duly seconded and CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY with Council President Ken Woods, Councilor Brian Dalton, Councilor Kevin Marshall, Councilor Warren Lamb, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor David Shein, Councilor Rich Slack, and Councilor LaVonne Wilson voting YES.

NEW POLICE DEPARTMENT VEHICLE DECAL

Mr. Jordan asked for comments on the proposed new design for police vehicles.  Mayor Fairchild noted that it would be changed as we get new vehicles.  He added that he likes the new design.  Councilor Shein suggested making as much of it reflective as we could.  Mr. Jordan noted that no Council action was necessary.

FEBRUARY 13, 2007 PLANNING COMMISSION REPORT

Mr. Jordan reported on the February 13, 2007, Planning Commission meeting.  He reviewed the three action items: a variance to allow 41.5% lot coverage on SE Hawthorne Avenue, a 10-lot Subdivision, and a variance to allow a 15-foot setback on NW Douglas Street.  The Planning Commission approved all three.

JANUARY BILLS 

Mr. Jordan asked if there were any questions about the bills for January.  Councilor Shein asked about Check #81260, for $26,000 for the Aquifer Storage and Recovery System (ASR).  Mr. Jordan explained that it was a payment to the engineering firm that is doing an analysis of the ASR, including the impact of what we are doing now and the affect of other wells in the area.

OTHER

Mr. Jordan indicated that the IT people have asked the Councilors to leave their laptops after the meeting so they can be updated.

COMMUNICATIONS AND PETITIONS

THANK YOU LETTER FROM BRIDLEWOOD HOMEOWNERS’ ASSOCIATION

Mr. Jordan advised that the City received a thank you letter from the Bridlewood Homeowners’ Association for care of their streets during the ice and snow.

OTHER BUSINESS
Mayor Fairchild announced that SB 400, which is a collective bargaining bill, was released out of Committee today and will be going before the Senate next week.  He explained that this could bring staffing under an arbitrator’s rule.  He said he would be happy to have Councilors contact State senators asking them to oppose this bill.  He indicated that he will be contacting Senator George.  

Mayor Fairchild announced that after a short break there would be an Executive Session to discuss the City Manager’s evaluation criteria as authorized in ORS 192.660(2)(i).  

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 9:06 p.m.

Read and approved this _______ day of _________________________ 2007.

_____/s/ James Fairchild__________________

                                      Mayor

ATTEST:

_____/s/ Roger Jordan____________________________


City Manager
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