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DALLAS CITY COUNCIL

Monday, May 7, 2007
Council Chambers

The Dallas City Council met in regular session on Monday, May 7, 2007, at 7:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers of City Hall with Mayor Jim Fairchild presiding. 

ROLL CALL
Council members present were:  Council President Ken Woods, Councilor Brian Dalton, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Councilor Kevin Marshall, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor David Shein, Councilor Rich Slack, and Councilor LaVonne Wilson.  Members excused: Councilor Warren Lamb.

Also present were:  City Manager Roger Jordan, City Attorney Mark Irick, Interim Fire Chief Bill Hahn, Deputy Police Chief Tom Simpson, Community Development Director Jerry Wyatt, Public Works Director Fred Braun, Finance Director Marcia Baragary, Library Director Donna Zehner, Assistant City Manager Kim Marr, and Recording Secretary Marsha Heeter.  

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
After hearing no corrections or additions, Mayor Fairchild declared the minutes of the April 16, 2007, Council meeting approved as printed.

REPORTS OR COMMENTS FROM COUNCIL MEMBERS
MAYOR AND COUNCIL PRESIDENT’S MONTHLY REPORTS

Mayor Fairchild asked if any questions about the Council President’s or his monthly reports.  There were none.

OTHER

Councilor David Shein asked about getting the ambulance classification changed from urban to rural for Medicare/Medicaid reimbursement.  City Manager Roger Jordan answered that the City’s ambulance was reclassified as rural, which could mean additional $30,000 to $40,000 per year.  He noted that Representative Darlene Hooley’s office helped with that.  He added that this doesn’t close the gap, but it helps.  Mayor Fairchild remarked that Representative Hooley is working on doing something to help rural ambulance services even more.  In response to a question, Mr. Jordan said we have been getting the increased amount since January.

Councilor Brian Dalton reported that there will be an Urban Renewal Advisory Committee meeting on May 10 at 7:00 p.m.  

BUILDING AND GROUNDS COMMITTEE REPORT

Councilor LaVonne Wilson, Chair of the Building and Grounds Committee, reported on the Committee’s April 23 meeting.  She reviewed the minutes [which are attached to these minutes].  She asked Mr. Jordan to report on the Utility Allocation System.  He reminded the Council that the City has an annual allocation of water connections which limits the number of building permits issued and has a maximum number of water connections possible with our current facilities.  He explained that under the Development Code, the City can’t issue more permits for service than it can provide.  He indicated that the current allocation system expires in August.  He said the Committee discussed the process for extending the system.  He explained that State Law allows a city to have an allocation system for two years, with two one-year renewals.  He said that in two years, the City will have a better idea of the supply from the Aquifer Storage and Recovery System (ASR) and the new water storage tank.  Councilor Wes Scroggin confirmed that the City will work with the builders associations when discussing the allocation system.

PUBLIC HEARINGS

ZONE CHANGE PUBLIC HEARING

Mayor Fairchild declared open at 7:44 p.m. a Public Hearing to receive comments on a proposed zone change from Residential Agricultural to Residential Single Family for Tax Lots 7.5.30D 1002, 7.5.31A 602 and the north portion of Tax Lot 7.5.31A 601 and asked for the staff report.  Community Development Director Jerry Wyatt explained that this involves two tax lots and a sliver of an adjoining property.  He noted that the Comprehensive Plan designation for this property is Single Family.  He added that there are two access points into this area from adjoining subdivisions.  

Mayor Fairchild asked for testimony.  

Dan Kerr, Faith Farms, said he owns the land and agrees with the staff report and will comply with the recommended conditions.

Mayor Fairchild closed the public hearing at 7:47 p.m.  Mr. Jordan reminded the Council that the Planning Commission forwarded this with a recommendation to approve it.  He added that the Planning Commission added a portion of Tax Lot 7.5.31A 601 owned by the Mannenbachs, to the zone change area.  

Councilor Shein moved to approve the zone change as described in the staff report.  The motion was duly seconded and CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY with Council President Ken Woods, Councilor Brian Dalton, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Councilor Kevin Marshall, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor David Shein, Councilor Rich Slack, and Councilor LaVonne Wilson voting YES.  Mayor Fairchild asked the staff to prepare the appropriate ordinance.

FIR VILLA STREET IMPROVEMENT PROJECT PUBLIC HEARING

Mayor Fairchild declared open at 7:50 p.m. a public hearing on the Fir Villa Street Improvement Project.  Mr. Jordan gave the staff report.  He reminded the Council that the City held an open house to discuss amending the project to include improvements on the west side of the street.  He explained that a developer is willing to help pay for the improvements on the west side and the City would pay for the storm system.  He indicated that all the residents who attended that meeting are in favor of adding this to the project.

There was no testimony and Mayor Fairchild closed the public hearing at 7:52 p.m.

Councilor Jackie Lawson moved to include improvements on the west side to the Fir Villa Road improvement project.  The motion was duly seconded and CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY with Council President Ken Woods, Councilor Brian Dalton, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Councilor Kevin Marshall, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor David Shein, Councilor Rich Slack, and Councilor LaVonne Wilson voting YES.

PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE REPORT

Councilor Brian Dalton, Chair of the Public Works Committee, reported on the Committee’s April 23 meeting.  Councilor Dalton indicated that they were briefed on the Safe Routes to School (SRTS) program, and the Committee discussed having the staff work with the School District on this program.

Councilor Dalton moved to have the staff work with the School District on the SRTS program.  The motion was duly seconded.  Mayor Fairchild explained that purpose is to work on sidewalks and street crossings to improve safety for children walking to schools, and the Rickreall Creek trail system could qualify for funds under this.  Councilor Rich Slack remarked that part of the Council Goals is to get continuous sidewalks throughout the City and this would assist with that goal.  Councilor Dalton added that it also addresses the safety concerns of students on River Drive.  The motion CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY with Council President Ken Woods, Councilor Brian Dalton, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Councilor Kevin Marshall, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor David Shein, Councilor Rich Slack, and Councilor LaVonne Wilson voting YES.

Councilor Dalton reported that Summerfest parade route was shortened because of the Levens Street Bridge construction project.  

Council Dalton advised that the Staff recommended a water rate increase and the Committee voted unanimously to recommend the proposed increase to the Council.

Councilor Dalton moved to implement the rate increase recommended by staff.  The motion was duly seconded.  Councilor Lawson asked if there was any further information on the average consumption per household in the summer.  Public Works Director Fred Braun said he didn’t have that information.  Mr. Jordan indicated that $25 to $30 would be the average winter rate for residents.  He noted that the summer rates decrease up to 2,500 cubic feet used and then the rate per cubic foot increases.  Councilor Dalton amended his motion to have the staff prepare a resolution to implement these rates.  Councilor Wilson asked when the rate increase would go into effect.  Mr. Jordan answered that it would be effective with the May billing, which residents get in June.  It was pointed out that a rate increase resolution had already been prepared and was under “Resolutions” on the agenda and could be considered at this time.  Councilor Dalton moved to consider resolution 3119.  The motion was duly seconded and CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY with Council President Ken Woods, Councilor Brian Dalton, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Councilor Kevin Marshall, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor David Shein, Councilor Rich Slack, and Councilor LaVonne Wilson voting YES.

Resolution No. 3119

A Resolution establishing a schedule of rates for water service and repealing Resolution No. 3094.

A Roll Call vote was taken and Mayor Fairchild declared Resolution No. 3119 to have PASSED by a UNANIMOUS VOTE with Council President Woods, Councilor Dalton, Councilor Lawson, Councilor Marshall, Councilor Scroggin, Councilor Shein, Councilor Slack, and Councilor Wilson voting YES.
Councilor Dalton reviewed the rest of the Committee minutes [a copy of which is attached to these minutes].  

Councilor Shein asked for clarification on the agreement with the Rickreall Community Water Association.  Mr. Jordan answered that he has met with the Association’s Board, and City Attorney Mark Irick will draft a new agreement and then have it reviewed by the City Council and the Association.  Councilor Shein asked if there would be an expiration date.  Mr. Jordan answered that it would be a continuous agreement unless the Council directed otherwise.

QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE

Mayor Fairchild indicated that most of the people in the audience were present regarding the parks priorities lists.  He asked if they would prefer to talk after the report was given.  The consensus was that they wanted to hear the report first.  Mayor Fairchild pointed out that copies of the Parks and Recreation Board priority list were available in the rack on the door. 

REPORTS OF SPECIAL COMMITTEES AND CITY OFFICERS
PARKS PRIORITIES LIST

Mr. Jordan explained that the Parks and Recreation Board has been reviewing what’s available in the City Parks and developed a priority list for improvements.  He reminded the Council that they increased the Parks System Development Charges (SDC) fee because the City hasn’t been able to keep up with the need for park development.  Mr. Jordan explained that the Parks and Recreation Board divided the list into small projects and major projects.  He said the top priority small projects were installing pet waste pick up stations with signage, opening restrooms earlier or putting in port-a-potties, and putting in drinking fountains and benches.  He indicated that for the major projects, the highest priority was to update and replace the playground equipment on the old side of the City Park and at Kingsborough Park.  He said another high priority was a fenced dog park area at either Kingsborough Park or the old Sewage Treatment Plant property.  He added that the Board will continue to discuss new parks and improvements.  Councilor Slack advised that the Board increased the frequency of their meetings to handle this process and they did get a lot of input.  Mayor Fairchild added that they found that most of the existing playground equipment is for older children, not for toddlers to first graders.

Jacqui Beal, Dallas resident, remarked that she contacted a number of other people about this.  She said she brought some pictures of types of equipment the parents are interested in.  She added that there was no park in Dallas where she would feel comfortable letting her children play, and some of the equipment is dangerous, like the large slide in the City Park.  She said they need to have some things for toddlers to play on, with nearby seating for parents.   She noted that the McMinnville Park is fenced, which is good.  She added that it is important to have a place for children to get exercise as well as having fun.  

Max Wall, Dallas resident, expressed support for an off-leash dog park in Dallas.  He said he did look at the old Sewage Treatment plant site and that would be a good place for one, with a name change.  He agreed that there is a need for new playground equipment too.

Alice Bibler, Dallas resident, said she is the treasurer for the PTC at Lyle School, and they had to replace their equipment because their insurance carrier wouldn’t cover the old equipment.  Mr. Jordan responded that the City didn’t have that situation, but it does have the equipment inspected every year.  

Erika Poston, Dallas resident, indicated that they moved to Dallas in January.  She said they chose to live here because they were impressed with the community and the different programs around town.  She indicated that she would like to have new equipment in the City parks so she doesn’t have to drive to Salem or McMinnville.

Mitch Teal, Salem, commented that on a trip to the Coast last weekend, he made a side trip through the Dallas City Park, which is very beautiful, and is a great resource.  

Jacqui Beal remarked that at the Parks and Recreation Board meeting there was question about doing a community project, and she doesn’t think the group of mothers has time to raise funds, and Mr. Jordan indicated there were funds available.  She added that if the City ran out of funds, that would be a good time to discuss a community project.  

Mitch Teal noted that the community purchased the McMinnville Park fence, and one in Coeur d’Alene, Idaho.  He said he would be happy to contribute.  Mayor Fairchild advised that the Community installed the fenced-in park in McMinnville, shown in Mrs. Beal’s pictures, in just two weeks.  [corrected at 5/21/07 meeting]  Council President Ken Woods remarked that  when he was Chair of the Parks and Recreation Board a few years ago, he was amazed at the costs for equipment, and he wants to see information on the costs and staff time involved.  Councilor Wilson asked if the mom’s use the school equipment.  Mayor Fairchild answered that their access is limited because of school use.  Councilor Wilson said the City might want to look at supplementing what is available at the schools.  Councilor Shein asked if there are funds in the budget for these projects.  Mr. Jordan answered that there are.  In response to a question, Mr. Jordan said the staff would recommend working on the top priority items on the list, but if someone offered funding for something lower on the list, it might move up.  Councilor Dalton asked if they see the trail system as a linear park, and suggested putting pet waste stations along the trail.  Mr. Jordan agreed that the trail could be considered a linear park.

Councilor Shein moved to adopt the Parks and Recreation Board priority list as the guiding list of priorities for the staff to work from to upgrade the Dallas City Parks.  The motion was duly seconded and CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY with Council President Ken Woods, Councilor Brian Dalton, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Councilor Kevin Marshall, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor David Shein, Councilor Rich Slack, and Councilor LaVonne Wilson voting YES.

SOUTHWESTERN POLK COUNTY RURAL FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT AGREEMENT

Mr. Jordan requested approval of a two-year extension of the Southwestern Polk County Rural Fire Protection District agreement.  He noted that the agenda packet included an update of budget for the City’s share.

Councilor Wilson moved to approve the agreement as presented.  The motion was duly seconded and CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY with Council President Ken Woods, Councilor Brian Dalton, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Councilor Kevin Marshall, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor David Shein, Councilor Rich Slack, and Councilor LaVonne Wilson voting YES.

SCHOOL RESOURCE OFFICER AGREEMENT

Mr. Jordan said the next was an update to and extension of the agreement with the School District for the City to provide a School Resource Officer, with the School District and City each paying half the costs.  

Councilor Kevin Marshall moved to approve the agreement with the School District.  The motion was duly seconded.  Councilor Shein asked if the person serving as the School Resource Officer was changed.  Mr. Jordan said it was.  Councilor Dalton asked about special training for the Officer.  Mr. Jordan answered that the new officer will go through additional training for this position.  The motion CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY with Council President Ken Woods, Councilor Brian Dalton, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Councilor Kevin Marshall, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor David Shein, Councilor Rich Slack, and Councilor LaVonne Wilson voting YES.

POLK FIRE DISTRICT #1 AGREEMENT

Mr. Jordan said the next item is an intergovernmental automatic assistance agreement with Polk County Fire District No. 1, which is Monmouth.  He explained that the difference between this and mutual aid, is that mutual aid requires a call, and this is automatic.

Councilor Scroggin moved to approve the intergovernmental automatic assistance agreement with Polk County Fire District No. 1.  The motion was duly seconded and CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY with Council President Ken Woods, Councilor Brian Dalton, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Councilor Kevin Marshall, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor David Shein, Councilor Rich Slack, and Councilor LaVonne Wilson voting YES.

REVISED SMOKING POLICY

Mr. Jordan reported that after the last discussion at the Council about the proposed no smoking policy, he met with Mr. Irick and revised it.  He explained that they dealt differently with sports playing areas and there will be no smoking on basketball courts, tennis courts, at the Aquatic Center, and the Skate Park.  He said he thought they dealt with all of the issues.  Councilor Shein remarked that it is a big improvement over the first version.  He questioned the last sentence, which said “A violation which occurs in a City park shall also be subject to exclusion”.  He noted that it would be the person who committed the violation who would be subject to exclusion.  Mr. Irick said he could clarify that.

Councilor Marshall moved to place the no smoking ordinance on the next Council agenda.  The motion was duly seconded.  Councilor Dalton commented that the no smoking signs in front of City Hall are tasteful and in keeping with historic theme, and he hopes the rest of the signs will be like those. The motion CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY with Council President Ken Woods, Councilor Brian Dalton, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Councilor Kevin Marshall, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor David Shein, Councilor Rich Slack, and Councilor LaVonne Wilson voting YES.

MONTHLY REPORTS

Mr. Jordan asked if any questions regarding the Department reports.  There were none.

COMMUNICATIONS AND PETITIONS

LETTER FROM CHAMBER OF COMMERCE REGARDING LODGING TAX

Mr. Jordan indicated that a letter was received from the Chamber of Commerce.  He noted that one of Council goals was to consider implementing a hotel/motel tax, and this letter expresses the Chamber’s interest in being a part of the process.  Mayor Fairchild said he will be asking to have this on next Administrative Committee meeting agenda.  

REMINDER OF MAY 12 HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE COLLECTION EVENT

Mr. Jordan reminded everyone of the Household Hazardous waste collection event on Saturday, May 12.

RESOLUTIONS

Resolution No. 3118
A Resolution authorizing the transfer of budgetary funds.

Mr. Jordan explained that they need to transfer $14,000 from Shop Services equipment to capital outlay for a vehicle that was needed.  He added that the money is in the budget, it just needs to be transferred.  In response to a question, Mr. Jordan indicated that the only time an employee would take the vehicle home would be if he is on call for emergency call out.  Councilor Lawson asked the total cost of the vehicle.  Mr. Jordan answered that it is $20,000.  Councilor Lawson asked if the City buys from local vendors.  Mr. Jordan answered that it does, noting that the local companies do have access to state bid information and they bid in comparison to that.  Councilor Scroggin asked if this was a replacement or an additional vehicle.  Mr. Jordan answered that it is an additional one, and the old one, which has high mileage, won’t be used that much.  He noted that we have detailed records of costs for maintenance of vehicles and we dispose of those that require extensive maintenance.  A Roll Call vote was taken and Mayor Fairchild declared Resolution No. 3118 to have PASSED by a UNANIMOUS VOTE with Council President Woods, Councilor Dalton, Councilor Lawson, Councilor Marshall, Councilor Scroggin, Councilor Shein, Councilor Slack, and Councilor Wilson voting YES.
SECOND READING OF ORDINANCES
Ordinance No. 1672
An Ordinance adopting the May 7, 2007 Dallas Development Code, repealing the January 5, 2000 Dallas Development Code, and declaring an emergency. 

Mr. Jordan pointed out that the only thing not in this version of the Dallas Development Code is the Adult Business section.  Mayor Fairchild said he wanted to get something on the books and then they can change it if they need to.  Councilor Dalton asked if an ordinance can be changed between first and second reading.  Mr. Irick said it could.  Councilor Dalton said he reviewed the Development Code and there are some improvements that could be made to it.  He added that he doesn’t want to wait five years before that gets done, especially with regards to the downtown area.  Councilor Slack asked how long it would take once we get the additional information on the Adult Business.  Mr. Irick answered that it could be done in one meeting with an emergency clause.  Council President Woods noted that there is some legislation in the State Legislature on this also, and we should know the status of that by the end of June.   Councilor Lawson asked about adopting the last version they reviewed with the changes recommended then.  Mayor Fairchild responded that we will be getting information from the City of Spokane that successfully passed an adult business ordinance.  He added that the Council can ask for a work session to discuss any part of this.  Mr. Jordan said the staff will bring the Spokane information to the Council.  He noted that the Spokane law has had federal court review.  He added that the state law proposal is to comply with the federal law.  He said that the Staff is attempting to provide a law that complies with federal law.  In response to a question, Mr. Irick explained that the Spokane law has gone through a federal court and the 9th Court of Appeals.  He said he anticipates receiving the information any day and he will do his best to get a recommendation to the Council as soon as possible.  He added that it is probably better to wait a little longer to get it done right.  Mayor Fairchild declared Ordinance No. 1672 to have passed its second reading. A Roll Call vote was taken and Mayor Fairchild declared Ordinance No. 1672 to have PASSED by a UNANIMOUS VOTE with Council President Woods, Councilor Dalton, Councilor Lawson, Councilor Marshall, Councilor Scroggin, Councilor Shein, Councilor Slack, and Councilor Wilson voting YES.
OTHER BUSINESS
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 9:07 p.m.

Read and approved this _______ day of _________________________ 2007.

__/s/ Jim Fairchild__________________________

                                      Mayor

ATTEST:

____/s/ Roger Jordan_________________________________


City Manager
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