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DALLAS CITY COUNCIL

Monday, May 21, 2007
Council Chambers

The Dallas City Council met in regular session on Monday, May 21, 2007, at 7:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers of City Hall with Mayor Jim Fairchild presiding. 

ROLL CALL
Council members present were:  Councilor Brian Dalton, Councilor Warren Lamb, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor David Shein, Councilor Rich Slack, and Councilor LaVonne Wilson.  Members excused:  Council President Ken Woods and Councilor Kevin Marshall.

Also present were:  City Manager Roger Jordan, City Attorney Mark Irick, Police Chief Jim Harper, Public Works Director Fred Braun, Library Director Donna Zehner, Finance Director Marcia Baragary, and Recording Secretary Marsha Heeter.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Mayor Fairchild indicated there was a correction on page 6, line 18-19; it should read “the community installed the fenced-in park in McMinnville shown in Mrs. Beals’ pictures in just two weeks”.  After hearing no further corrections or additions, Mayor Fairchild declared the minutes of the May 7, 2007, Council meeting approved as corrected.

REPORTS OR COMMENTS FROM COUNCIL MEMBERS
Councilor Brian Dalton thanked Mayor Fairchild for repainting the letters on the “Welcome to Dallas” sign, which look good.  

Mayor Fairchild reported that the American Cancer Society “Relay for Life” raised over $78,000 this year.  Councilor Jackie Lawson thanked Mayor Fairchild and City Manager Roger Jordan for participating in the Dunk Tank fundraiser.  

Mayor Fairchild commended the Public Works and Police Departments for their work on the “Cruise In” event held over the weekend.

REPORTS OF SPECIAL COMMITTEES AND CITY OFFICERS
CHARTER COMMUNICATIONS PRESENTATION

Mr. Jordan indicated that Felix Guiterrez of Charter Communications was here to give an update.  Mr. Jordan also introduced Mr. Guiterrez’s boss, Linda Kimberly.  Mr. Guiterrez explained that their project will involve putting in a fiber backbone and state of the art technology.  He indicated that Phase I of the project will involve installing fiber optic lines around the community, replacing old power supplies and adding new ones.  He explained that they will be putting door tags on every door and they will put up signs in the areas where they working.  He noted that they will be installing new equipment in every neighborhood and they will try to minimize service interruptions.  He indicated that the project will enable them to offer high speed Internet and new digital service.  Councilor Wes Scroggin asked how early in the morning would the work begin.  Mr. Guiterrez answered that they would probably start as early as it is light.  Councilor Scroggin asked how long each phase will take.  Mr. Guiterrez answered that it is hard to say because it depends on what they find when they start work.  He added that they hope to have all the new services in by early fall.  Councilor Scroggin asked what number people would call.  Mr. Guiterrez answered that the number will be on the door tag.  Councilor Dalton remarked that he has found call centers to be unresponsive to concerns and callers get different answers from them and contractors.  Mr. Jordan noted that anyone having a problem with Charter could contact him.  He explained that it is the City’s responsibility under the franchise agreement to handle complaints about the franchisee’s failure to meet service standards.  Linda Kimberly, Charter Communications General Manager, said she has heard about calls to service centers not being handled properly.  She explained that when someone calls Charter, the service calls go to the center that specializes in service calls.  She said the answerers will have a pull down list and can tell that there is a project going on in Dallas and to refer the issue to Mr. Guiterrez.  She said she feels their system is improving.  Councilor Rich Slack asked about the link between Dallas and the rest of the system.  Mr. Guiterrez answered that’s already fiber.  

APPOINTMENTS TO COMMISSIONS AND COMMITTEES

Mr. Jordan reviewed the recommendations for new appointments to the Dallas Economic Development Commission and the Urban Renewal District Advisory Committee.  

Councilor LaVonne Wilson moved to accept the recommendations to appoint Agnes Fredricks to replace Kevin Kohler on the Urban Renewal District Advisory Committee and Dennis Engle to replace Christy Perry on the Economic Development Commission.  The motion was duly seconded and CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY with Councilor Brian Dalton, Councilor Warren Lamb, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor David Shein, Councilor Rich Slack, and Councilor LaVonne Wilson voting YES.

CRITERIA FOR CITY MANAGER’S EVALUATION

Mr. Jordan reminded the Council that they met and agreed to use the existing criteria, and by adopting the criteria early, they know this is what they will use for the entire year.  Councilor David Shein asked if the Mayor and Council President average the scores from each Councilor.  Mayor Fairchild said they do.  Councilor Dalton remarked that there are no time lines given.  Mayor Fairchild answered that they have to have the evaluation done by January 1.  He added that they distribute the forms to the Council in November and have the evaluation in December.  Councilor Dalton said he would like to have a specific deadline for when the forms are distributed.  Mayor Fairchild said they could do that.  After discussion, the consensus was to have the forms to the Council at the second meeting in November, returned to the Mayor by the first meeting of December and hold the evaluation at the second meeting in December.  

Mr. Jordan reminded the Council that state law requires the Council to announce in a public meeting the criteria they will use for the evaluation.  Councilor Lawson asked about doing a quarterly or semi-annual evaluation.  Mayor Fairchild answered that if they were working with a new person, he might suggest doing that.  Councilor LaVonne Wilson remarked that the existing process has worked well, and if there was a situation where the Council needed to do an additional evaluation, they could do that.  She asked the new Councilors to go through the existing process for this year and look at the process after that.  Mr. Jordan indicated that he tries to meet with each Councilor individually at least twice a year.  Councilor Dalton asked when the individual evaluation forms are given to the City Manager.  Mayor Fairchild answered that he receives them after the Executive Session at which the evaluation is discussed.  Mayor Fairchild reviewed the evaluation process.  

Councilor Dalton said he would like a couple days to study the composite evaluation.  He noted that the criteria instruction sheet says it will be distributed “prior to or at the Executive Session”.  Mr. Jordan asked that they consider the composite evaluation to be confidential until after the executive session.  The Council agreed.  After discussion, Mayor Fairchild indicated that the Councilors would receive paper copies of the composite evaluation on the Friday before the evaluation Executive Session.  Mayor Fairchild asked all those in favor of adopting the process as amended to say Aye.  The motion CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY with Councilor Brian Dalton, Councilor Warren Lamb, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor David Shein, Councilor Rich Slack, and Councilor LaVonne Wilson voting YES.

Mayor Fairchild recessed the meeting at 8:28 p.m. to hold the Budget Committee meetings.

The Council meeting was reconvened at 9:01 p.m.

PROPOSED SIGN CODE AMENDMENT

Mr. Jordan explained that the Urban Renewal District Advisory Committee has discussed the possibility of having murals in the community.  He indicated that the memo from Community Development Director Jerry Wyatt describes the proposal, and the Council would need to amend the sign code to allow murals.  Mr. Jordan pointed out that the general definition doesn’t include signage.  He said that no more than 10% of a mural could be signage, and that would have to comply with the sign code.  He added that any proposed mural would have to go through review to ensure it complies with City guidelines.  He pointed out that the mural would have to be maintained or removed if were not being maintained.  He indicated that the ordinance would include what group would look at the mural proposals.  He suggested that either the Urban Renewal District Advisory Committee or the Commercial Revitalization and Retention Team could be the review group.  Councilor Dalton said he doesn’t think it should be the Urban Renewal District Advisory Committee, because they deal with a restricted location.  He said it should be the Commercial Revitalization and Retention Team, which is part of Dallas Economic Development Commission.  Mr. Jordan agreed that the Commercial Revitalization and Retention Team deals with the whole commercial area and murals wouldn’t be restricted to the downtown area.  He noted that the Commercial Revitalization and Retention Team also reviews façade loan applications.  

Councilor Shein suggested adding “of cancellation of permit” at the end of 9.991 just to clarify when a mural would have to be painted over.  Mr. Jordan responded that City Attorney Mark Irick will work on the legal language.  Councilor Scroggin asked who would decide what is artistic and what isn’t with regard to the non-artistic elements mentioned in 9.992.  Mr. Jordan answered that he would make sure it was clarified that this covers advertising as defined in the code.  Councilor Lawson said she would like to see more advertising allowed and allowing the review committee to decide.  She indicated that allowing more advertising might allow more murals.  She asked if the artist’s signature would be considered part of the advertising.  Mr. Jordan answered that advertising would be any portion dealing with a business, and that is limited by the sign code.  He said he could see increasing it to 20%.  Councilor Shein asked if the sign code covers service club signs.  Mr. Jordan responded that no one could do a mural downtown that said “shop at Safeway” because that would be an off-premise sign.  He added that advertising would include putting a brand name in a mural on a grocery store.  He stressed that murals wouldn’t be allowed to have more advertising than would be allowed for a wall sign under the sign code.  Councilor Wilson remarked that the initial discussions were about murals to enhance an area.  She said she understands the need for some advertising, but she wouldn’t want every wall to have an advertising mural.  She indicated that there should be some murals that are historic that will attract visitors.  Councilor Dalton remarked that the Council probably needs to see a presentation with examples of different types of murals.  He agreed that the murals should reflect the history of Dallas.  Mr. Jordan suggested that if the artistic element is the purpose, it would be a mural and if advertising is the purpose, it would be a sign.  Mr. Jordan suggested replacing the 10% with “compliant with sign code.”  Councilor Shein suggested that there probably needs to be a grandfather clause for existing signs that might be incorporated into a mural.  Mr. Jordan noted that if an existing sign is the maximum size allowed, there couldn’t be any additional advertising in the mural.  Mayor Fairchild remarked that the code couldn’t cover all the details, and it would be good to include an appeal process.  Councilor Slack remarked that there was an opportunity to have timing clocks at the Aquatic Center but they would have “Pepsi” advertising on them.  He said he wouldn’t want all the murals to have an advertising element because of corporate sponsorship.  Mr. Jordan indicated that any appeals would be to the City Council.  Councilor Scroggin said he would leave the 10% advertising limit and see how it goes.

Councilor Dalton remarked that he thought the last sentence should say the mural permit fee would be $75.  Mr. Jordan agreed, noting that there would an additional fee if there was any advertising.  

Councilor Shein moved to direct the City Staff to draft an ordinance incorporating the items discussed.  The motion was duly seconded.  Councilor Dalton commented that the Urban Renewal District Advisory Committee will be meeting on June 14.  Mr. Jordan said he will take the draft ordinance to the Urban Renewal District Advisory Committee first and forward their comments to the Council.  The motion CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY with Councilor Brian Dalton, Councilor Warren Lamb, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor David Shein, Councilor Rich Slack, and Councilor LaVonne Wilson voting YES.

COMPENSATION INCREASE FOR COURT-APPOINTED DEFENSE ATTORNEYS

Mr. Jordan advised that the staff recommends increasing the compensation for Court appointed defense attorneys from $40 to $50 per hour.  He added that most other cities in the area are paying that.  

Councilor Warren Lamb moved to increase the hourly rate form $40 to $50 and have an appropriate amendment to the City Code be brought back to the Council.  Councilor Scroggin asked if the Judge is keeping control of that.  Mr. Jordan answered that he is, and he requires people who can pay to reimburse the City.  The motion CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY with Councilor Brian Dalton, Councilor Warren Lamb, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor David Shein, Councilor Rich Slack, and Councilor LaVonne Wilson voting YES.

REVISED POLICE VEHICLE DECALS

Mr. Jordan reported that the Police Department found that other cities in the Willamette Valley are using a gold stripe on their police vehicle decals, so they would like to change to silver and white instead of blue and gold.

Councilor Slack moved to approve the revised decal.  The motion was duly seconded.  Councilor Scroggin said he saw something on TV about departments going back to the old black and white design that provides more of a police presence and says we are in charge.  Mr. Jordan remarked that might be needed in Los Angeles, but we don’t need that in Dallas.  He said we have worked hard on our community policing image and the staff feels this vehicle design fits that image.  He pointed out that they included City of Dallas instead of just Dallas to make sure people know they are City police.  Councilor Scroggin said he is in favor of the new decal, and the city mentioned on TV was Oregon City.  Councilor Wilson asked if they would put “patrol supervisor” on the vehicles.  Mr. Jordan said they would; that we have done that for some time.  He indicated that there is only one supervisory car and only one lieutenant car, and a senior patrol officer could use the supervisory car.  Councilor Scroggin clarified that the car comes gray and the rest is the decal.  The motion CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY with Councilor Brian Dalton, Councilor Warren Lamb, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Councilor Wes Scroggin, Councilor David Shein, Councilor Rich Slack, and Councilor LaVonne Wilson voting YES.

MAY PLANNING COMMISSION REPORT

Mr. Jordan indicated that the information on the May Planning Commission meeting was included in the agenda packet.  He asked if there were any questions.  Councilor Slack thanked Recording Secretary Marsha Heeter for providing a draft of the minutes, which were helpful when looking at what was approved and what wasn’t.  Mr. Jordan said he would wait to have the minutes before sending the Planning Commission report to the Council.

MAY BILLS 

Mr. Jordan asked if there were any questions about the bills for May.  There were none.

FIRST READING OF ORDINANCES
Ordinance No. 1673
An Ordinance Amending DCC 5.210 Regarding Prohibiting Smoking in Public Places.
Mayor Fairchild declared Ordinance No. 1673 to have passed its first reading.
Ordinance No. 1674

An Ordinance changing the zoning designation of real property owned by Faith Farms, Inc. and Stephen Mannenbach and Shirley Mannenbach, from Residential Agricultural to Residential Single Family.

Mr. Jordan remarked that Public Works Director Fred Braun gave him the legal description for Exhibit 2, which is 887 feet from the property line south.  Mr. Jordan said that will be added before the second reading.  Mayor Fairchild declared Ordinance No. 1674 to have passed its first reading.
OTHER BUSINESS
Councilor Dalton asked about the light issue on Fir Villa.  Mr. Jordan answered that they tried to paint the light, but that didn’t work.  He said they then took that light down and put up spotlights.  He said he received a letter today from one of the neighbors who didn’t feel that solved the problem so he’ll have to review the situation.  He noted that the Council may have to review it again.  In response to a question, he indicated that the light was changed within 30 days. He said the Staff will determine if the new light meets the code and complies with the Council direction.  

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 9:42 p.m.

Read and approved this _______ day of _________________________ 2007.

__________________________________________

                                      Mayor

ATTEST:

_________________________________________________


City Manager
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