
DALLAS CITY COUNCIL
Monday, March 18, 2013

Council Chambers

The Dallas City Council met in regular session on Monday, March 18, 2013, at 7:00 p.m. in the 
Council Chambers of City Hall with Mayor Brian Dalton presiding. 

ROLL CALL AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Council members present: Council President LaVonne Wilson, Councilor Jim Brown, Councilor 
Jim Fairchild, Councilor Kelly Gabliks, Councilor Beth Jones, Councilor Jackie Lawson, and 
Councilor Ken Woods, Jr. Excused: Councilor Kevin Marshall and Councilor Murray Stewart.

Also present were: City Manager Ron Foggin, City Attorney Lane Shetterly, Chief of Police John 
Teague, Fire Chief Bill Hahn, Community Development/Operations Director Jason Locke, 
Engineering and Environmental Services Director Fred Braun, Finance Director Cecilia Ward, 
City Recorder Emily Gagner, and Recording Secretary Jeremy Teal. 

Mayor Dalton led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE

Mayor Dalton asked the audience members to limit their speeches to five minutes.  

Jamie Richardson, 1043 SE Shelton, Dallas, Oregon, Principal of LaCreole Middle School, 
explained he was looking for volunteers to teach extra classes. He stated the school lost 
extracurricular activities and elective classes for the students. He noted the budget forecast would 
keep the schools from having elective classes return anytime soon. He advised the kids were 
getting the important classes, but they were looking for a creative outlet. He stated this would be a 
good way to bring the community into the school to help enrich the student’s lives.

Sean Nickerson, 497 NW Douglas St., Dallas, Oregon, stated Trust Builders at 883 SW Church 
St. would have an open house this Thursday, March 21, 2013.

Jack Schult, PO Box 222, Dallas, Oregon, President of Radio Operators Association of Dallas 
(ROADS), gave a brief overview of the club and asked for the use of the City Park on June 22 and 
23 for a 24 hour event.

Steve Pickering, 1895 S. Church St., Dallas, Oregon, Secretary of ROADS, commented that 
Field Day at the Dallas City Park would be a fun learning experience for the whole City. He 
asked the Council for the use of the Dallas City Park for a 24 hour period on June 22 and 23 from 
at 11:00 am Saturday thru 2:00 pm Sunday. He read a statement concerning the event and the 
club, a copy of which is attached to these minutes and incorporated herein.

PUBLIC HEARINGS

There were none.   

CONSENT AGENDA  

It was moved by Councilor Gabliks to approve the Consent Agenda as presented.  The motion 
was duly seconded and carried unanimously.

ITEMS REMOVED FROM THE CONSENT AGENDA

There were none.  

REPORTS OR COMMENTS FROM THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS

Councilor Fairchild commented that he recently visited Washington D.C. for the National League 
of Cities conference. He reviewed some of the important issues that were discussed. He noted no 
City funds were used for his trip.

McKenzie Darr stated the high school had their annual American Cancer Society fundraiser week 
which raised $2,954 and ended the week with the Mr. Dallas competition.

Councilor Lawson stated the Park & Recreation board meeting would be on Tuesday, March 19, 
2013. She noted the prescription card the city provided was noteworthy and saved our residents 
money. She commented the Chamber of Commerce had done an incredible job in the community.

REPORTS FROM CITY MANAGER AND STAFF

FEBRUARY FINANCIAL REPORT

Mr. Foggin stated the February financials were in the agenda packet. Councilor Brown asked if 
there were street expenditures outlined in the February Financial statement. Mr. Locke stated the 
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funds were spent on contractual overlays and the rest would be used by the end of the fiscal year.

DISCUSSION ABOUT VACANT COMMERCIAL BUILDING ORDINANCE

Mr. Foggin stated the proposed ordinance had been reviewed by the Administrative committee 
and brought before the Council for discussion. 

Councilor Lawson declared a potential conflict of interest on this matter because she owned 
downtown businesses. She stated the conflict of interest class exception may apply. She noted she 
would participate in the discussion of this matter and the vote.

Mr. Locke stated the committee decided to focus on the long term vacant store fronts in the 
downtown area. He noted the proposed ordinance applied to ground level vacancies in the 
downtown and outlined the length of time a building could remain vacant without penalty. He 
advised the resolution would have a registration schedule and an escalating fee schedule to deter 
long term vacancies. He noted there were a few exceptions to the ordinance. He commented the 
purpose of the ordinance was for property owners to provide basic maintenance to keep the 
building habitable. 

Councilor Jones asked how many buildings this ordinance would currently affect. Mr. Locke 
stated there were eight or nine buildings in the downtown area.

Councilor Brown asked about owners that were diligently trying to sell their building. Mr. Locke 
noted that they would fall under the ordinance as proposed. Mr. Shetterly stated exceptions could 
be made.

Councilor Woods asked if the ordinance would have any effect on landlords that didn’t own the 
ground floor of the building. Mr. Locke advised that the ordinance didn’t apply to second and 
third floors. He stated that with maintenance of the exterior of the building there was a common 
ownership among all owners. 

Councilor Lawson asked how many building this would apply to, not those that were vacant or 
had maintenance issues, but total. Mr. Locke stated seventy-five buildings or more. Councilor 
Lawson commented that the City had a lot of good owners and this ordinance effected less that 
10% of the property owners. She felt 90 days was an unreasonable amount of time for a notice of 
a $100 penalty to register, when within a month or two the property could be filled. She suggested 
a rebate program for people that register and then within a short time have the property rented.

Councilor Brown asked how the City would determine the building was vacant. Mr. Locke stated 
the proposed ordinance outlined the responsibilities of the owner. He noted that putting furniture 
in the vacant property would not satisfy the requirements of the ordinance. Councilor Brown 
stated some businesses were difficult to monitor. Mr. Locke stated the City knew who was 
operating a business downtown. He noted that there were other means to determine whether the 
building was occupied.

Councilor Lawson suggested changes to be made to the ordinance. She proposed that if a building 
was in the process of selling, to waive the registration fees. She asked if the first registration could 
be at no charge and then later implement the fees. Mr. Locke stated that if a building was 
occupied within 60 days of registration, a refund of 50% of the fee could be given. Councilor 
Gabliks stated she rather charge them the fees and then rebate them. Mr. Shetterly noted that 
would be taken care of in the fee resolution. He commented the registration fee was $100 but if 
the property was occupied within 60 days, half the fee could be refunded.

Councilor Woods asked when the registration was good, this year or next year. Mr. Locke stated 
that if you had a vacant building now you would pay registration fees now and they would be 
good for the remainder of the calendar year. He commented that once January came around, 
another registration fee would be due. Councilor Woods asked if the fee was prorated. Mr. Locke 
stated that it was not.

In response to questions, Mr. Locke indicated the ordinance as proposed did not allow for 
prorated fees. Councilor Lawson commented the ordinance should prorate the fees or have 
registration be due annually on the anniversary date. Mr. Shetterly stated he could change the 
ordinance so the annual fee was due on the anniversary date of the initial registration.

Mayor stated the Council agreed on the changes set forth and noted the proposed ordinance 
would be brought back to the Council at the next meeting.

OTHER

RESOLUTIONS

Resolution No. 3264 – A resolution of the City of Dallas authorizing a grant application under 
the Oregon Parks and Recreation Department Local Government Grant Program for park 
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improvements on the Rickreall Creek Trail System; and committing available local matching 
funds.

A roll call vote was taken and Mayor Dalton declared Resolution No. 3264 to have PASSED BY 
A UNANIMOUS VOTE with Councilor Jim Brown, Councilor Jim Fairchild, Councilor Kelly 
Gabliks, Councilor Beth Jones, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Council President LaVonne Wilson, 
and Councilor Ken Woods, Jr. voting YES.

FIRST READING OF ORDINANCE

SECOND READING OF ORDINANCE

Ordinance No. 1753 – An ordinance amending provisions of the Dallas City Code Section 4.486 
relating to service of the city water to property outside city limits.

A roll call vote was taken and Mayor Dalton declared Ordinance No. 1753 to have PASSED BY 
A UNANIMOUS VOTE with Councilor Jim Brown, Councilor Jim Fairchild, Councilor Kelly 
Gabliks, Councilor Beth Jones, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Council President LaVonne Wilson, 
and Councilor Ken Woods, Jr. voting YES.

OTHER BUSINESS

Councilor Fairchild asked if the Council could receive a monthly police report.

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 8:00 p.m.

Read and approved this _______ day of _________________________ 2013.

_______________________________________
                                     Mayor

ATTEST:

_________________________________________
City Manager


