
DALLAS CITY COUNCIL
Monday, November 4, 2013

Council Chambers

The Dallas City Council met in regular session on Monday, November 4, 2013, at 7:00 p.m. in the
Council Chambers of City Hall with Mayor Brian Dalton presiding.

ROLL CALL AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Council members present: Council President LaVonne Wilson, Councilor Jim Brown, Councilor 
Jim Fairchild, Councilor Kelly Gabliks, Councilor Beth Jones, Councilor Jackie Lawson, 
Councilor Kevin Marshall, and Councilor Murray Stewart, and Councilor Ken Woods, Jr.

Also present were: City Manager Ron Foggin, City Attorney Lane Shetterly, Interim Chief of 
Police Tom Simpson, Fire Chief Bill Hahn, Community Development/Operations Director Jason 
Locke, Engineering and Environmental Services Director Fred Braun, Finance Director Cecilia 
Ward, City Recorder Emily Gagner, and Recording Secretary Jeremy Teal.

Mayor Dalton led the Pledge of Allegiance.

STATEMENT OF SUPPORT FOR THE GUARD AND RESERVE

Dawn Taylor stated she was a retired recruiter with the National Guard and currently employed 
by the Department of Defense. She indicated she worked with the Employer Support of the Guard
and Reserve, which sought support from employers for reserve and military members. She noted 
Dallas did not currently employ any active guard members, but she appreciated that the City was 
willing to indicate their support of any future employees.

It was moved by Councilor Woods to authorize Mayor Dalton to sign the letter of support for the 
military. The motion was duly seconded and passed unanimously.

COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE

Mayor Dalton asked the audience members to limit their speeches to five minutes.

William Petrovic, 217 W. Ellendale Avenue, Dallas, Oregon, stated that three years ago he bought
a house on West Ellendale Avenue and saw how unsafe the crossing was at NW Jasper Street. He 
noted that he came to a Council meeting to request a crosswalk be put in and the response was it 
would cost $100,000. He reported that the City did put in a striped crosswalk, but his wife was 
struck in the crosswalk in the rain because there was no pedestrian light. He advised that he 
researched solar powered crosswalk lights, with help from Corvallis, and brought a packet of 
information to the city engineers who told him it would cost $20,000 to install them. He noted 
that other towns were placing these solar powered lights for safety at crosswalks and he submitted
a book of possible grants for the project with the packet he submitted. Mayor Dalton advised Mr. 
Petrovic to contact the City Manager.

PUBLIC HEARINGS

CONSENT AGENDA

It was moved by Councilor Marshall to approve the Consent Agenda as presented.  The motion 
was duly seconded and carried by majority. Councilor Gabliks abstained from voting as she didn’t
attend the October 7, 2013, Council meeting.

Item approved by the Consent Agenda: the October 7, 2013, City Council meeting minutes.

ITEMS REMOVED FROM THE CONSENT AGENDA

There were none.

REPORTS OR COMMENTS FROM THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS

GENERAL COMMENTS

Mayor Dalton announced that Congressman Schrader would be in Dallas the following day for a 
town hall meeting.
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REPORT OF THE OCTOBER 28, 2013, PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE MEETING
Councilor Woods reported the Committee discussed the water curtailment conservation ordinance 
and staff asked the Committee to have the ordinance in place before there was an emergency. He 
advised the obnoxious vegetation ordinance discussion regarded hedges that bordered sidewalks 
and vacant properties, and added the current ordinance addressed grass and weeds but not 
obnoxious vegetation. He noted Mr. Shetterly was asked to make revisions to the ordinance and 
bring it back to the Committee to address vacant lots and dwellings. He reported a utility 
assistance program and an average billing program were discussed as ways to help citizens pay 
their utility bills and the Community Development and Engineering Directors reports were in the 
minutes.

Councilor Gabliks asked how many people had complained about not being able to pay their 
utility bills. Mr. Foggin reported that there were growing pains with new rates with the addition of
late fees, but the assistance program would help those that couldn’t pay their utility bills.

Councilor Brown asked about an equitable way to determine who was eligible. Mr. Foggin 
reported that the Dallas Resource Center would handle the eligibility process and Polk 
Community Development Corporation would assist with the program. He advised that the City 
would set up an account and let the partners handle the eligibility and disbursement.

REPORT OF THE OCTOBER 28, 2013, PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE MEETING

Councilor Jones reported the Fire Chief and Interim Police Chief gave their reports and those 
were included in the minutes.

REPORTS FROM CITY MANAGER AND STAFF

SEPTEMBER FINANCIAL REPORT

Mr. Foggin indicated the report was released and tracking really well with no surprises. He noted 
the staff report stated the aging of accounts receivable was down 8% in the last few months. He 
commented that people were getting used to late fees and were paying their bills on time. He 
advised that the auditors had completed the audit field work and the City audit went from a 
problem audit to a stellar audit. He noted that the Finance Department would bring the report to 
Council in January or February 2014.

LETTER OF SUPPORT FOR RICKREALL WATERSHED COUNCIL GRANT

Mr. Braun advised that the Rickreall Watershed Council was asking to place a grant for fallen 
trees along the upper Rickreall Creek. He noted the fallen trees would build up silt and gravel 
along the creek to improve flow conditions. He recommended the Council support the grant 
application.

It was moved by Councilor Woods to approve the letter of support for the Rickreall Watershed 
Council’s application for an Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board grant to place large woody 
debris within Rickreall Creek above Mercer Reservoir. The motion was duly seconded and carried
unanimously.

OTHER

Mr. Foggin advised that he had received homeless information for Dallas and the surrounding 
cities as of 2012. He reported that the homelessness student population in Falls City was seven, 
Central was eighty-two, Dallas was fifteen, and Silverton was seventy-five. He shared that 
twenty-eight individuals released from jail were homeless in comparison to Marion County which
had 112 homeless individuals when released from jail. He stated that Dallas had less than fifty 
individuals that were homeless and noted that overall, Polk and Marion Counties had 1,750 
homeless individuals.

Mr. Foggin advised about an article in the Oregonian about marijuana dispensaries actively 
pursuring marijuana sales in Oregon. He noted there were a few options to deal with the issue and
discuss them with staff.

Mr. Foggin stated that regarding building security, the Finance Department had several incidents 
regarding customers at the counter with a violent nature. He advised that a stepped security 
process included adding cameras to the finance area. He commented that in conjunction with that,
Chief Simpson and a detective were working on a building security plan. He noted they were 
looking at our facilities, the hazards, weaknesses, and strengths to keep the City protected.

Mr. Foggin invited everyone to the Dallas 2030 Open House the following Saturday. He 
commented that Doug Zenn with Zenn Associates would conduct the sessions covering all the 
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different topics. He noted there was still an opportunity to fill out the survey. He stated Mr. Zenn 
was planning a presentation on the information at the December Council workshop.

RESOLUTIONS

Resolution No. 3282 – A resolution adopting and appropriating a supplemental budget for fiscal 
year 2013-2014.

A roll call vote was taken and Mayor Dalton declared Resolution No. 3282 to have PASSED BY 
A UNANIMOUS VOTE with Councilor Jim Brown, Councilor Jim Fairchild, Councilor Kelly 
Gabliks, Councilor Beth Jones, Councilor Jackie Lawson, Councilor Kevin Marshall, Councilor 
Murray Stewart, Council President LaVonne Wilson, and Councilor Ken Woods, Jr. voting YES.

FIRST READING OF ORDINANCE

Ordinance No. 1758 – An ordinance establishing water use regulations during drought or 
emergency. 

Councilor Fairchild stated that in the past, one way to have citizens conserve water was to use an 
odd and even days system. He noticed that the Council could make adjustments to the ordinance 
depending on the situation, but asked why the staff hadn’t looked at that system. Mr. Foggin 
advised that the staff didn’t want to outline specific systems to conserve water in the ordinance. 
He noted that an odd and evens watering system to conserve water was a great way, as well as to 
require people to water only during limited time periods. He commented there were different 
things the City could do, but didn’t want to lock into a specific idea if a better one arose.

Councilor Fairchild asked when the push to educate citizens was coming. Mr. Foggin stated that 
staff wanted to educate the public now while it was raining. He noted the City needed to keep 
conservation on the citizen’s minds whether it was raining or not. He commented that water was a
limited resource and everyone needed to take care of it.

Councilor Lawson requested that a system be setup for good stewards who were conserving water
now so that there were no penalties for them later. Mr. Foggin stated that the rate structure now 
reflected that. Councilor Lawson stated she was referring to the penalties when the stages were 
implemented. She asked if the City had a means to reward people who were conserving water 
now so they wouldn’t be penalized later when it came time to conserve water.  Mr. Braun advised
that the ordinance covered that subject with residential limits in Stage 2 and Stage 3. He noted the
Stage 2 reduction was 150% of household average summer usage based on the community’s 
average. He reported the Stage 3 reduction was 150% of household average winter usage. 
Councilor Lawson asked if it was based on community average not residential average. Mr. Braun
confirmed that was correct, noting there was a table that referenced commercial use as well.

Councilor Brown asked how the public would be informed. Mr. Foggin stated the City would use 
the website, newspaper, and if it came to one of the stages, a flyer in the utility bill. He reported 
that Dallas was a part of Everbridge that gave the City a better way of delivering messages 
through text, phone, and email. He noted that every means necessary would be used to get the 
information out and staff would treat the situation like an emergency. He commented that at Stage
3, the City would incorporate radio, TV, and every other delivery method to inform the public to 
not use water. He stated that Everbridge would give the City the ability to notify people directly.

Councilor Stewart asked who would be the City Manger’s designee with regard to 
implementation of the stages. Mr. Foggin stated the Mayor could be the designee. Mr. Shetterly 
indicated it would whoever was available to implement the stage.

SECOND READING OF ORDINANCE

OTHER BUSINESS

Councilor Lawson asked the Council to consider recognizing the gentleman that put up the 
Christmas lights on Fir Villa. She pointed out that he was contributing to the community on a 
large scale.

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 7:41 p.m.

Read and approved this _______ day of _________________________ 2013.
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_______________________________________
                                     Mayor

ATTEST:

_________________________________________
City Manager
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